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ABSTRACT/ KIVONAT 
 
In  a  wor ld  of  constant  changes and  perpetua l  in format ion 
exchanges th rough mass -media,  soc ia l  networks ,   and the 
permanent  and a lmost  seamless  in terconnect iv i ty  v ia  the In ternet -  
the “v i r tua l - space” - ,  the idea of  ‘ topos’ ,  the rea l  space -place  and 
the v i s ion of  c reat ing new l i vab le  and hapt ic  spaces fo r  v iv id  
soc iet ies  th rough urban p lann ing,  seems le f t  a  s ide.  
 
The d is ser tat ion i s  bu i l t  upon personal  observat ions  and 
exper iences  ga ined  th rough the Kabul  New Ci ty  (KNC) pro ject  
that  env is ioned a modern i s t  c i ty  in  a  Mus l im  and ancient  count ry  of  
great  h i s to ry  and preh is to ry ,  which d id  not  go th rough a rea l  
democrat i zat ion process  in  the “Western”  sense.  
 
Having had the chance of  be ing part  of  the implementat ion s tage 
of  an urban p lann ing attempt fo r  Kabul  New Ci ty ,  th i s  d i s ser tat ion 
t r ies  to  unders tand the d iscrepancies  and fa i lu res  of  a  c i ty  v i s ion,  
which was p lanned out  of  cu l tu ra l  and  soc ia l -economical  
feas ib i l i ty .  I t  was  an abst ract ,  per fect ,  technocrat ic  p lann ing 
rather  than a p lann ing for  the actual  necess i ty  of  the present  
Afghan soc iety.   
 
In  cons iderat ion to  th i s  personal  exper ience wi th  u rban p lann ing 
and v i s ionary  plann ing for  a  develop ing,  post -war conf l ic ted,  
f rag i le  count ry  such as  Afghanis tan,  the c i ty  concepts  and v i s ions  
of  the 20 t h  century  and new attempts  in  u rban p lann ing of  the 21 s t  
century  w i l l  be in t roduced.   
 
The d is ser tat ion w i l l  a l so  g ive an exp lanat ion of  how p lann ing 
could be more success fu l ly  and ef fect ive ly  car r ied out  in  a  non -
indust r ia l i zed count ry ,  in  a count ry  that  was and i s  based on t rade 
and agr icu l tu re ,  and which never  rea l ly  went  th rough an 
indust r ia l i zat ion  process  in  the sense of  the Developed or  
“Western”  count r ies ,  such as  Eng land or  emerg ing count r ies ,  l i ke  
Ind ia  and Braz i l .  
 
The great  v i s ions  fo r  Kabul  New City  w i l l  be compared to  th ree 
v i s ionary  ci t ies  implemented in  the 20 t h  century ,  such as  
Chandigarh -  the modern i s t  c i ty  -  in  Ind ia ,  B ras i l ia  -  the utopian 
ci ty  -  in  B raz i l  and Mi l ton Keynes  -  the “smart  c i ty”  comprehens ive 
plann ing -  in  Eng land.  
 
There w i l l  be an extens ive descr ipt ion of  Kabul  New City  pro ject  
and i t s  top -down p lann ing approach,  af ter  the descr ipt ion of  the 
old and ex i s t ing Kabul  C i ty ,  whose ex i s tence i s  based on 
evolut ionary  growth and h i s to r ica l  condi t ions .  
The conclud ing part  d i scusses  why urban p lann ing v i s ions -  the 
bluepr int s -  did work  out  in  other  c i t ies  and why they fa i led in  Kabul  
New City .   
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I t  w i l l  fu r ther  under l ine the importance of  reth ink ing urbanism and 
part ic ipatory ,  bottom -up approaches of  p lace -making and 
proposes  measures  fo r  space -making in  a  more and more 
globa l i zed wor ld ,  where the loss  of  ident i ty  and cu l tu ra l  context  i s  
endangered,  but  cou ld be saved through an appropr iate and 
creat ive p lann ing procedures .  
 
Advocatory  a l te rnat ives  fo r  up - to -date p lann ing cr i te r ia’s  of  
in f ras t ructura l  p ro jects ,  such as  water  or  e lect r ic i ty  as  wel l  as  
improved management of  nat ional  land and pr ivate land property  
and a recal l  on ‘ inher i ted knowledge” of  p lann ing accompl i shes  
th i s  d i s ser tat ion.   
 
(F ree Hungar ian T rans lat ion)  
 
Egy o lyan v i lágban ami  á l landó vá l tozásban van és  fo lyamatos  
az in formáció áramlás  a  tömegkommunikációs  eszközök és  
közösség i  há lóknak köszönhetően és  sz in te  zökkenőmentes  a  
kapcso lat tar tás  az  in terneten keresztü l ,  a  „ toposz”  fogalma,  
miszer in t  a  va lód i  té r -hely  és  azaz  e lképze lés  hogy ú j ,  jobb és  
élvezhetőbb tereket  a lkossunk jó l  működő  tá rsadalmak részére a 
várostervezés  e lhanyagol ja .  
A d is szer tác ió  személyes  megf igye lésekre  és  a  Kabul  New City  
(KNC) –  Kabul  Ú j  Város  –   pro jekt  révén szerzet t  tapaszta latokra 
épül ,  amely  egy e lképze l t  modern város  egy több ezer  éves  
tö r téne lmi  musz l im országban,   és  amely  még nem tapaszta lhatta 
meg az  igaz i  demokráciát .    
Megvol t  a  lehető ségem, hogy rész t  vehettem Kabul  New City  
várostervezésének megk ísére l t  végrehajtás i  s zakaszában,  a  
disszer tác ió  megpróbál ja  megérten i  az  e l té réseket  és  
tévedéseket  a  várostervezés i  koncepcióban,  amely  nem vo l t  
ku l tu rá l i s ,  tá rsadalmi  és  gazdasági  megvalós í thatósági  
összefüggésben.  Sokka l  inkább egy abszt rakt ,  techn ika i lag 
töké letes  te rv  vo l t ,  ahe lyett  m int  amire  tény legesen szüksége let t  
vo lna a je len leg i  afgán  társadalomnak.  
Tek intet te l  e r re  a  személyes  tapaszta lat ra  a várostervezésben és  
v íz iótervezésben egy fe j lődő ,  háború után i ,  tö rékeny országban 
mint  Afganisz tán lesz  bemutatva a 20 .  s zázad várostervezés i  
koncepció i  és  v i z ió i  és  a  21 .  s zázad ú j  k í sé r lete i  a  
várostervezésben.  
A d is szer tác ió   magyarázatot  ad hogy a tervezést  hogyan lehetet  
vo lna s ikeresebben  és  hatékonyabban lebonyol í tan i  egy nem 
iparos í tot t  o rszágban,  egy országban ami  kereskedelmen és  
mezőgazdaságon a lapul t  és  a lapsz ik ,  és  soha nem za j lot t  le  az  
iparosodás mint  a  fe j le t t  „nyugat i”  o rszágokban,  m int  Angl iában 
és gyorsan fe j lődő  országokban mint  Ind ia  vagy Braz í l ia .  
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Kabul  New City  hata lmas e lképze lése i  lesznek összehason l í tva a 
20.  században készü l t  három v íz iókat  követve fe lépü l t  várossa l ,  
mint  Chandígarh –  a modern város  –  Ind iában,  B raz í l iaváros  –  az 
utópis ta  város  –  Braz í l iában és  Mi l ton Keynes  –  az „okos  város”  
átfogó tervezésen a lapuló –  Angi lában.  
Rész letes  le í rás  mutat ja  be a Kabul  New City  pro jektet  és  annak 
fe lü l rő l - le fe lé  ha ladó tervezés i  fe lép í tését ,  m iután bemutatás ra  
kerü l  a  rég i  és  meglévő  Kabul  város ,  amely  evo lúc iós  fe j lődésse l  
tö r téne lmi  körü lmények között  jö t t  lé t re .  
A befe jező  rész  bemutat ja ,  hogy a városépí tészet i  v í z iók  –  
te rv ra jzok  –  miért  működtek más városokban és  miér t  bukott  e l  
Kabul  New City  esetében.  Továbbá k iemelve rész letez i   a 
várostervezés  ú j ragondolásának fontosságát  és  a  részvéte len 
alapuló -  alu l ró l - fe l fe lé  ha ladó tervezés i  megköze l í tés t  -   a 
helyteremtésben és  in tézkedéseket  javaso l  a  té rképzésben az  
egyre jobban g lobal i zá lódó v i lágban,  ahol  a  az  ident i tás  
elvesztése és  a ku l tu rá l i s  kontextus  veszé lybe kerü l ,  de 
megmenthető  egy megfe le lő  és k reat ív  te rvezés i  fo lyamatta l .  
Javaso l t  a l te rnat ívákat  adva korszerű s í tet t  te rvezés i  k r i té r iumokra 
az in f rast rukturá l i s  p ro jekteknél ,  m int  pé ldául  a  v í z  és  az  
elekt romos há lózat ra  ugyanúgy mint  a  jobban működő  
ügy intézés re  mind a köztu la jdonú fö ldek mind a magánfö ldek 
esetében és  végül  a  d i s szer tác ió  zárásaként   az  „örökö l t  tudás”  
fe le leven í téséve l  a  te rvezés  során.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1 :  D e h s a b z  S u n s e t  a n d  B a r i k a b  R i v e r ,  M a y  2 0 1 3  ( W h e r e  t h e  s u n  i s  s h i n i n g  a n d  
wa t e r  i s  s t i l l  f l o w i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a  H o p e  f o r  V i s i o n s ,  A d i b a  A m a n i ,  ( I m a g e s  b y  
Autho r )  
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PREFACE 
 
Each ind iv idual  has  a lways  h i s  o r  her  own very  personal  and 
sub ject ive percept ion of  the wor ld  that  i s  su r rounding him or  her .  
The same appears  to  the ind iv iduals  percept ion of  the immediate 
‘ space -place ’  that  person i s  l iv ing or  s tay ing in  fo r  a  longer  pe r iod.  
As a ch i ld  these ind iv iduals  might  have a very  nar row and even 
more sub ject ive v iew of  the i r  env i ronment  or  they might  l ive  in  the i r  
fantas ies  insp i red by books ,  s to r ies  to ld  by the i r  parents ,  te lev i s ion 
or  s imply  the i r  every  day  exper ienced wor ld .  
 
When I  was  nine years  o ld ,  my parents  took the decis ion to  leave 
Kabul  and Afghanis tan due to  the po l i t ica l  s i tuat ion in  the coun t ry  
as the Sov iets  invaded  the count ry  in  1979 and thus  my parents ,  as  
a more l ibera l  and Western  or ientated people,  were th reatened.  
 
Back then ,  al l  the spaces I  was  conf ronted wi th  were the c i ty  
s ightsee ing’s  my parents  took us  to  and the en joyable t r ips  out  of  
the c i ty  of  Kabul  to  the great  nature su r rounding i t ,  and somet imes ,  
at w inter t imes to  other  c i t ies  such as  Ja la labad,  as  schools  were 
closed in  Kabul  due to  lack of  heat ing sys tems l i ke  the school  of  
Lycee Mala la i  that  I  v i s i ted t i l l  the 3 r d  grade.  
 
When I  s tar ted the Doctora l  o f  L ibera l  Ar t s  (DLA)  at  the Moholy  
Nagy Un ivers i ty  in  Budapest  9 years  back,  my intent ion was never  
to  wr i te  about  Kabul  New City  pro ject  nor  about  c i ty  v i s ions ,  but  to  
preserve the Óbudai  Gázgyár  in  Budapest  and proposed a new 
funct ion for  i t  as  wel l  as  made many research on i t .   
 
But  as  i t  shou ld not  be th i s  way,  I  was  requested by my mentor ing 
Professors  to  rather  wr i te  about  my exper iences  dur ing my s tay in  
Kabul  where I  used to  work  as  the Director  of  Pub l ic  Fac i l i t ies  and 
Area -wide  Guidel ines  Arch i tect  fo r  a  tota l  o f  4  years .  
 
I t  was  in  2011  that  I  dec ided to  depart  back to  Afghanis tan af ter  
deep consu l tat ion w i th  my Professors ,  as  I  got  the un ique chance 
to  be part  of  the mega c i ty -plann ing pro ject  “Kabul  New Ci ty”  and 
to  cont r ibute to  the p lann ing and rea l i zat ion of  th i s  mega pro ject  
that  was under  the d i rect  lead of  Dehsabz C i ty  Development  
Author i ty  (DCDA).   
 
Professor  Tu rány i ,  Gábor  of  the Moholy  Nagy Un ivers i ty  of  Ar t  and 
Des ign in  Budapest ,  where I  was  jus t  f in i sh ing the 3  years  ob l igatory  
school  part ,  sa id  to  me that  th i s  chance wi l l  never  come back and 
I  shou ld go for  i t .  H i s  menta l  support  at  that  t ime and my own 
eagerness  to  fu l f i l l  a  promise I  gave to  my grandfather ,  gave me 
the s t rength to  leave a l l  beh ind and jus t  jump into  the a lmost  
unknown after  31  years .  
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Back than ,  i t  was  a l so  more that  P romise that  I  gave to  my 
grandfather ,  wh i le  he was s t i l l  in  coma,  af ter  h i s  t rag ic  accident ,  
on the way to  buy some s t rawberr ies  to  end the fast ing t ime wi th ,  
being heav i ly  in ju red by a b icyc le  on a dark  even ing in  1991.  I  
remember  very  wel l ,  ho ld ing h i s  hand and te l l ing h im:  ‘Agha Gul ,  I  
wi l l  go back to  Afghanis tan and he lp  to  bu i l t  i t  up again’ .   
 
When I  had my interv iew with  the CEO of  DCDA, Mr  Hassanzadah,  
fo r  the pos i t ion as  an Area Wide Guide l ine Arch i tect ,  I  d id  te l l  him  
about  the Promise and he was touched to  the extent  to  h i re  me 
and later  on to  promote me as  Director  of  Pub l ic  Fac i l i t ies .  
 
S i t t ing now  in  the peacefu l  and qu iet  ci ty  of  Budapest  in  Hungary ,  
where especia l ly  on Saturday morn ings  everyone i s  happy as  the 
weekend i s  s t i l l  ahead,  I  look back sad ly  to  my memor ies  of  Kabul ;  
a c i ty  incomparable to  any other  c i t ies :  chaot ic ,  dynamic,  v iv id ,  
dangerous ,  unorganized,  mul t icu l tu ra l ,  loud and pol lu ted,  dense,  
fu l l  o f  young unemployed man and woman,  work ing k ids  under  9 
years  of  age even ,  beggars  w i th  the i r  babies ,  homeless  people,  
drug addicts ,  in terna l ly  d i sp laced people and returnees .   
 
Budapest  i s  d i f fe rent :  the major i ty  of  inhabi tants  has  everyth ing 
that  i s  des i rab le  fo r  an en joyable l ive :  A  she l te r ,  su f f ic ient  water  
and e lect r ic i ty ,  an enormous l y  wel l -organized soc ia l  in f rast ructure 
and enter ta inment fac i l i t ies ,  wel l  funct ion ing  tour i s t ic  at t ract ions ,  
playgrounds fo r  k ids  to  p lay and be a k id ,  and ,  of  course ,  a r ich 
so i l  w i th  a  lot  of  thermal  water .  And:  i t  i s  a  beaut i fu l  c i ty ,  a  c i ty  
with  gen ius  loc i  as wel l .  
 
The Kabul  c i ty ’ s  a rch i tecture  and in f rast ructures  are  nowadays  
degraded,  miss - funct ional  and even unpleasant  to  look at ,  though 
the locat ion i t se l f  and i t s  c l imate are incomparable and the c i ty  i s  
a genius  loci  fo r  i t s  many mounta ins  su r rounding i t ,  and wi th  
around ~300 days  of  sunsh ine per  year .  
 
Budapest  has  become my second home by my own choice,  but  I  
wi l l  a lways  s tay a  s t ranger  in  any other  count r ies ,  except  in  
Afghanis tan;  th i s  I  rea l i zed  dur ing  the last  5  years  of  my s tay in  my 
country  of  b i r th .   
For  the f i r s t  t ime in  my ent i re  l ive  so  far ,  my sou l  fe l t  at  home and 
arr ived,  as  I  fe l t  deep ins ide unsett led t i l l  than.   
 
Dur ing those f ive years ,  I  have exper ienced the b ig  gap between 
the v i s ionary  p lanning and the every  day d i f f icu l t ies  inhabi tants  
inc lud ing myse l f  were fac ing day by day in  Kabul  C i ty ,  that  gave 
me the push on wr i t ing about  i t .  
 
Many observat ions  dur ing the research per iod are manifested  in  
pictures ,  therefore I  have t r ied to  inser t  many photographs  and 
images to  be more able  to  t ransfer  my v iewpoint  and 
unders tanding of  g iven c i rcumstances at  that  t ime and as  a  
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profess ional ,  who's  personal  v i s ion and approach i s  based on a 
hol i s t ic  and authent ic  methodology and ph i losophy of  sens ing 
spaces and p laces  and not  s imply  th ink ing them.  
 
Look ing back,  I  cou ld on ly  su rv ive these harsh  t imes because of  an 
in tu i t ive awareness  of  i t s  p rofound r ichness  in  cu l tu re  and nature,  
which I  have had neglected for  so  long,  but  which becomes 
obvious  to  me whi le  gett ing conf ronted wi th  i t  th rough th i s  work .  
 
I  hope th i s  negl igence wi l l  not  be repeated,  as  i t  i s  o f  c ruc ia l  
importance to  keep v i s ions  and promises  a l ive,  so  that  fo l lowing 
generat ions  can bu i l t  upon these v i s ions  and ideas.  
 
Even though the Kabul  New City  pro ject  v i s ions  has  ended up in  
the she l l s  o f  the a l ready van ished and t ransformed Author i ty  of  
Dehsabz s ince 2016  to  CREDA ,  i t  tu rned to  be the best  t ime of  my 
personal  l i fe  and I  am happy to  have had that  opportun i ty  as  a  
grown up profess ional  to  recal l  a l l  my ch i ldhood memor ies  and fee l  
the s t rength and power  of  my roots .   
 
Adiba Amani ,  Budapest/Hungary ,  February  2017  
 

 
 
2 :  C i t y  V i e w  o f  E x i s t i n g  K a b u l  C i t y ,  2 0 1 6 [ 1]  

                                                             
1 I m a g e  b y  t h e  A u t h o r  
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1 VISIONS AND CONCEPTS OF CITIES 
 

To create v i s ions  i s  an eminent  ab i l i ty  of  any person of  c reat ive 
and inte l lectua l  mind.  I t  can a l so  be a co l lect ive idea that  might  
lead to  a v i s ion or  a  s ing le  person ’ s  imaginat ion for  certa in  f ie lds ,  
such as  in  c i ty  p lann ing.   
 
Thus ,  i t  has to  be assumed that  v i s ions  fo r  c i t ies  has  been ex i s t ing  in  
human k ind  s ince the four  anc ient  u rban c iv i l i zat ion of  South As ia ,  
China,  Egypt  and Mesopotamia  and probab l y  on the ent i re  earth  
s ince mank ind ex i s t s .   
 
As of  the geographica l  c loseness  to  Afghanis tan,  the Harappa 
civ i l i zat ion  of  the B ronze Age ,  dates  back to ~  2500 -1700 BCE,  wi l l  
be noted here  in  order  to  unders tand better  the c i ty  p lann ing 
condi t ions  of  Afghanis tan later  in  th i s  document.  
 
Harappa belongs  to  the ancient  Indus  Val ley  C i v i l i zat ion .  The area 
i s  so  far  es t imated to  have been extended  between todays  
Afghanis tan,  Pak is tan,  and  Ind ia .  
 
Major  ci t ies  such as  Harappa and Mohenjo  Daro  were h igh ly  
urbanized and these c i t ies were wel l  p lanned wi th  s t ree t s ,  pub l ic  
and pr ivate wel l s ,  d ra ins ,  bath ing p lat fo rms and reservo i r s .  
Accord ing to  archaeolog ica l  excavat ions  of  cemeter ies  in  
Harappa,  a  cont inua l  in terming l ing  of  communit ies  f rom the West  
and the East  were test i f ied  (Bryant ,  E .F ./  Patton,  L .L .  2005:  4/491) .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 :  P u b l i c  B a t h  i n  Mohen jo - D a r o  i n  E a s t e r n  

Pak i s tan ,  2 008 [ 2]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
2 N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  S o c i e t y  ( 2 0 0 8 )  
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4 :  M a t u r e  H a r a p p a n  P e r i o d  i n  t h e  I n d u s  V a l l e y  [ 3]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
3 M u g h a l ,  M .  R a f i q u e  1 9 9 2 :  2 1 8  
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In the reg ion of  Northern  Afghanis tan ( fo rmer  Bactr ia  area)  fa rming 
and c i ty  communit ies  ex i s ted.  
Sov iet  archaeolog is t  found a c i ty  ca l led Dash ly  in  late  70 t h  of  the 
20 t h  century ,  which dated back to  1200 BCE  belonging  to  the 
Namazga cu l tu re  (Koh l ,  Ph i l ip  L .  2016:  186 ) .   

 

A Chinese geographer  noted  two mi l lenn ia ago about  the 
habitants  of  Bact r ia ,  centered  on the Oxus  r iver  (Amu Darya)  in  
nowadays  northern  Afghanis tan,  not  very  far  f rom Dash ly ,  as being 
legendary  negot iators  and t raders :  i t s  capi ta l  c i ty  was home to a 
market  where a huge range of  products  were bought  and so ld ,  
carr ied f rom far  and wide  (F rankopan,  P .  2016 :  xv ) .   

 
Both c iv i l i zat ion,  the Namazga and the Indus  Val ley  C iv i l i zat ion 
must  have had a funct ion ing t rade re lat ion  that  can be proofed by 
the l ingu is t ic  ev idences and cemetery  excavat ions  as of  today .   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 :  T r a d e  r o u t e s  d u r i n g  H a r a p p a n  P e r i o d  [ 4]  

 
 

                                                             
4 h t tp : / /www.wo r ldh i s to r y .b i z /p reh i s to r y /90417 -ch rono log ica l - f ramework -o r ig in - to -
dec l i ne .h tm l  
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Noth ing e l se  than a wealthy ,  hea l thy  and funct ional  soc iety  sha l l  
be l iv ing w i th in  an urban area ,  inc lud ing  wel l  p roport ioned  and 
funct ional  urban forms and areas ,  these  to  be assumed as  the 
pr imary  v i s ions  of  the humank ind  of  the B ronze t imes  in  Centra l  A s ia  
and the Indus  Val ley  5000 -3000  years  ago.  
 
The p lanners  and arch i tects  of  the 20 t h  century  in  cont rary  were  
rather  in terested in  so  ca l led “  Modern i sm”,  in  “Mega S t ructures”  
and “Group  Form” ,  c lean ing up everyth ing and s tar t ing anew whi le  
neglect ing al l  ex i s t ing t rad i t ions  and habi t s  of  the local  
populat ion .  
 
Suddenly ,  the forms and s t ructures  were more important  fo r  a  
soc iety  than a techn ica l ly  wel l  funct ion ing c i ty .  
 
The t ransportat ion and t raf f ic  sys tem became substant ia l  than the 
actual  wel l  be ing  of  u rban c iv i l ians ,  so  were and are mass  
commerce and benef ic iary  mass  product ion  of  goods in  fo rm of  
mega shopping mal l s  more pr io r i t i zed .  
 
The sense of  community  seamed to  have d isappeared f rom  the 
urban soc iet ies ,  especia l ly  in  the Western  soc iet ies .   
 
P lanners  fe l t  the urge of  p lann ing centers  of  encounter  and 
constancy ,  such as  the Capito l  o f  Chandigarh,  the Three Powers  in  
Bras i l ia  or  the Shopping Center  in  M i l ton Keynes  but  somehow they 
missed to  create spheres  and “Topos” -  that  means p lace - space 
accord ing Ar i s tot le’s  in  h i s  Book IV  Phys ics  (He idegger ,  M 2007:  7) ,  
which would att ract  people.   
 
No matter  fo r  what  reason and  by which co inc idence people  
would s tay in  certa in  areas ,  fact  i s ,  that  p laces  and spaces 
nowadays  have become more and more l i ke  ‘ai rports ’ :  Look ing 
almost  every  where ident ica l  as  Rem Koolhaa s  ment ions  in  h i s  
essay ‘Gener ic  C i ty’ :  
 
“The gener ic  c i ty  s tands  fo r  everyth ing the archetyp ica l  u rban 
soc io log is t  does  not  l i ke :  sprawl ,  sameness ,  repet i t ion.  I t  i s  
l i te ra l ly ,  a  c i ty  w i thout  h i s to ry  created on a p lane,  a  su r face .  
Koolhaas themat izes  the phenomenon of  u rban sprawl  as  an 
essent ia l  character i s t ic  of  the future  in  which dens i ty  i s  art i f ic ia l ly  
created in  the form of  u rban s imulacra:  shopping mal l s ,  theme 
parks  and museum env i ronments .” (Ha jer ,  M.  Theory ,  Cu l tu re  & 
Society ,  London SAGE  1999:  140) .   
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6 :  S h o p p i n g  B u i l d i n g  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s  [5]  
 
Ex i s t ing t rad i t ions  and r i tua ls ,  as wel l  as ,  dai ly  habi t s  were not  even 
taken in to  cons iderat ion and the top -down approach was never  
quest ioned in  the modern i s t  a rea of  c i ty  p lann ing,  wh i le  i t  was  very  
much part  of  the great  v i s ion of  the Garden Ci ty  Movement.  
 
In  the fo l lowing chapters  of  th i s  research paper ,  th ree major  and 
rather  known c i t ies  of  the modern i s t  t imes  are taken as  examples  
to  emphas ize  the importance of  authent ic  ‘Topos’  and ‘Cul tu re”  
plann ing  of  c i t ies ,  that  has  been missed in  Kabul  New City  pro ject  
as a compar i son.  
 
Chandigarh has  been taken as  an example to  show how urban 
plann ing in  a  modern i s t  way can succeed,  though be ing not  
authent ic  to  the g iven nature and t rad i t ion  of  the soc iety .  
But  as  i t  was  gu ided by the p lanner ,  though a fore igner ,  namely  Le 
Corbus ie r  and h i s  team, th rough a fa i r ly  long implementat ion 
per iod,  i t  cou ld become as  env is ioned and as  des i red.  A l so  the 
pol i t ica l  condi t ions  were r ight  and necessary  decis ions  were taken 
appropr iate ly  on t ime,  such as  assur ing to  have the land for  
plann ing under  the Sate cont ro l .  

                                                             
5 U r b a n  D e s i g n  G r o u p e :  M i l t o n  K e y n e s  a t  4 0 ,  I s s u e  1 0 4 ,  2007 ,  p .  2 0  
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Bras i l ia  has  been chosen,  fo r  i t  was  though a top -down approach,  
i t  d id  not  miss  to  be announced as  compet i t ion,  there was a s tep 
towards  publ ic  cont r ibut ion and engagement in  an urban p lann ing 
process  and most  of  a l l :  the w inn ing compet i to r  was a local  
arch i tect  and p lanner .   
 
A rather  young c i ty  that  has  been p lanned bas ica l ly  on a drawing  
board i s  M i l ton Keynes  (MK) ,  wh ich sha l l  demonst rate how even 
planned ci t ies  w i th  a  top -down approach can be success fu l ,  i f  the 
community  has  been backed up by a certa in  po l i t ica l  party  w i th  a  
v i s ion of  be ing env i ronmenta l  f r iend ly  th rough a ‘P lant ing Po l icy’ .  
MK has  been a lso  chosen as  i t  i t s  p lann ing was argued th rough the   
in t roduct ion of  the ef fects  and impacts  the t raf f ic  on c i t ies  w i l l  
have in  future  and how important  a  plann ing  f rom the v iew of  a  
motor i zed ind iv idual  would be.  
 
In  case of  Kabul  New City  (KNC)  the v i s ion was to  accelerate the 
soc io -economic development of  Afghanis tan l inked wi th  the g lobal  
soc io -economy by in tegrat ing the ne ighbor ing areas  fo r  b roader  
resource base and more d ivers i f ied soc io -economy  th rough a c i ty  
plann ing pro ject .   
The great  soc ia l  ideas  of  the Garden Ci ty  Movement  were 
incorporated,  as  wel l  as  the p ioneer ing idea of  a  per fect  t raf f ic  
and t ransportat ion sys tem based on the topography and 
preservat ion of  ex i s t ing gu l l ies .  
Th i s  v i s ion was set  by the Japanese Internat ional  Cooperat ion 
Agency (J ICA) in  2006 af ter  H .E .  the former  P res ident  Hamid Karza i ,  
was announcing  the urgency of  a  new c i ty  as  the populat ion was 
mass ive ly  growing in  the capi ta l .  
 
Even though the ex i s t ing t rade cu l tu re  as  a  v i s ion for  the Kabul  
New City  P ro ject  was somehow authent ic ,  i t  d id  not  succeed of  
being bu i l t .  I t  s tayed a v i s ion  desp i te  i t s  perfect ion i sm .   
 
Maybe i t  fa i led because  most  of  a l l  KNC was a po l i t ica l  decis ion,  
where soc iety  was not  invo lved ne i ther  in formed and at least  
asked how they would env is ion  the i r  “new c i ty” ,  and i f  they th ink  
that  i t  wou ld be of  necess i ty .  
 
Th i s  w i l l  be d i scussed in  the las t  chapter  of  th i s  research paper .  
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7 :  C h a r  C h a t a  ( M e a n s  f o u r  r o o f s ) -  O l d  d e s t r o y e d  B a z a r  a r e a  o f  O l d  K a b u l  [ 6]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
6h t tp s : / /www.goog le .hu/ sea rch?q=cha rcha ta+kabu l&c l i en t= f i r e fox -
b&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i sch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw j k iNmv rNHRAhVsDcAKHc_3A74Q_A
U ICCgB&b iw=1416&b ih=675# img rc=S6 s0CHAVwE7O -M%3A  
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1.1 MODERN C ITY - CHANDIGARH – INDIA 
 
Chandigarh i s  the capi ta l  c i ty  of  the s tates  of Punjab and Haryana 
of  todays  Ind ia ,  located 388 km north  of  New Delh i .  I t  i s  the f i r s t  
ci ty  to  have been  planned after  Ind ia’s  Independency in  1947 f rom 
the B r i t i sh  Colon ia l  Power .   
 
I t  i s  a l so  a “most  v i s ib le  example”  of  a  ras ter i zed  ci ty  of  h i s  t ime ,  
planned by western  planners  and arch i tects  fo r  an eastern  count ry  
with  a r ich cu l tu re ,  h i s to ry  and t rad i t ion.    
 
Br i t i sh  Ind ia was d iv ided into  two nat ions :  Ind ia  and Pak is tan.  
Because of  the b i fu rcat ion of  Ind ia  between 1947 and 1951 about  
6.2  mi l l ion Mus l ims  le f t  Ind ia  fo r  Pak i s tan,  and 7 .5  mi l l ion H indus  and 
S ikhs  came to Ind ia  f rom across  the border .   
 
Also the Second Wor ld  War ,  addit ional ly  to  the b i fu rcat ion,  
accelerated the refugee in f lux  and the growth of  u rban popu la t ion 
dur ing the decade 1941 -51 up to  6 .2%  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  1) .   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOME -  DOCTORAL SCHOOL -  2015 -  2017  

 19  

1.1.1 BACKGROUND OF PLANNING CHANDIGARH 
 
In  1948,  the government  of  East  Pun jab wi th  consu l tat ion  with  the 
government  of  Ind ia  se lected the s i te  of  Chandigarh as  i t s  capi ta l  
and was supported by the Pr ime Minis te r  Javahar  Lal  Nehru,  who 
sa id  on h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  Chandigarh:  " The s i te  chosen i s  f ree f rom the 
ex is t ing encumbrances of  o ld  towns and o ld  t rad i t ions .  Let  i t  be 
the f i r s t  la rge express ion of  our  c reat ive gen ius  f lower ing on our  
newly  earned f reedom . "  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  12)  
  
Unfor tunate ly ,  the f reedom that  was earned f rom the co lon ia l  
power of  the B r i t ish ,  d id  not  made i t  eas ie r  fo r  the Ind ians  to  car ry  
out  ne i ther  the p lanning nor  the const ruct ion of  a  new p lanned 
ci ty .  The Br i t ish  le f t  a “ la rge and sophis t icated bureaucracy but  no 
techn ica l  t rad i t ion,  thus  Ind ia was forced to  look to  the West  fo r  
the const ruct ion of  the c i ty .”  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987: ix )  
 
The Amer ican  arch i tects  Albert  Mayer  and Mathew Nov ick i  were 
appointed as  the f i r s t  p lanners ,  who  prov ided the in i t ia l  master  
plan for  Chandigarh,  wh ich was f ina l ly  put  in  p lace,  w i th  
modif icat ions  by the Swiss -born F rench arch i tect  Char les -Edouard 
Jeanneret ,  known as  Le Corbus ier ,  h i s  cous in  P ie r re  Jeanneret ,  and 
the Eng l i sh  couple  team of  Edwin Maxwel l  F ry  and  Jane Bever ly  
Drew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 :  I n i t i a l  P r o p o s a l  o f  A .  M a y e r  ( l e f t )  a n d  L e  C o r b u s i e r  ( r i g h t )  f o r  C h a n d i g a r h  [7]  

 

 

 

                                                             
7 G .  A v a s a k ,  N .  M a t h u r ,  P .  K a m i n e n i :  C h a n d i g a r h - U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  C o n c e p t s - ,  A  
C o m p a r a t i v e  S t u d y  w i t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  Q T 8 ,  M i l a n o .  2 0 1 5  
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9 :  F i n a l  P l a n  f o r  C h a n d i g a r h  b y  L e  C o r b u s i e r  ( r i g h t )  [ 8]  

 

 

The ci ty  was or ig ina l ly  p lanned in  h i s  f i r s t  rev i sed phase for  a  
populat ion of  150.000.  The second phase shou ld inhabi t  up to  
500.000 people on a land area of  8 ,500 acres  (~3439 ha) .   
 
Today ,  the c i ty  i s  one of  the  fas test  growing c i t ies  of  Ind ia  and 
inhabi t s  about  1 ,165,565 Mi l l ion people w i th  a  growth rate of  ~5% 
annual ly  (ht tp ://www. ind iaon l inepages.com)   
 
Chandigarh has  become an att ract ive c i ty  because o f  i t s  un ique  
concept and i s  known as  ‘C i ty  Beaut i fu l ’ .  I t  i s  one of  the greenest  
ci ty  of  Ind ia  w i th  i t s  g reen be l t s  /  parks/  gardens .  

                                                             
8 G .  A v a s a k ,  N .  M a t h u r ,  P .  K a m i n e n i :  C h a n d i g a r h - U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  C o n c e p t s - ,  A  
C o m p a r a t i v e  S t u d y  w i t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  Q T 8 ,  M i l a n o .  2 0 15  
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I t  i s  a l so  the hub of   po l i t ica l  and bureaucrat ic  act iv i t ies  of  
adjo in ing States .  “The h igh prof i le  serv ices  prov ided by Chandigarh 
Admin i s t rat ion & Munic ipa l  Corporat ion i s  a  ro le  model  fo r  other  
urban c i t ies” (La l  Nehru,  J .  2001 -2004:  1) .   

The maintenance of  bas ic  u rban serv ice i s  a l together  d i f fe rent  
than the convent ional  o ld  c i t ies .   

 

 
 

10 :  A s s e m b l y  B u i l d i n g  i n  C h a n d i g a r h  b y  L e  C o r b u s i e r  [ 9]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
9 h t tp : / /g i j ona rqu i tec tu ra .b logspo t .hu/2013_06_01_a rch i ve .h tm l  
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1.1.2 V ISION AND CONCEPT OF CHANDIGARH  
 
The po l i t ica l  v i s ion of  Chandigarh was to  prov ide fo r  the masses  of  
disp laced Pun jab is  a new capita l ,  as  they had los t  Lahore to  
Pak is tan caused  by the part i t ion of  the subcont inent .  
 
Chandigarh was thought  to  be the symbol  of  Ind ia’s  break w i th  h i s  
past  as  a  co lony.  
 
By prov id ing jobs  and homes fo r  re fugees,  “absorb ing excess  
populat ion and encouraging economical  g rowth  in  depressed 
reg ions” ,  the po l i t ica l  v i s ion of  Chandigarh to  express  the nat ions’  
fa i th  in  the future  of  Ind ia  was set .  
 
  

11 :  Sec to r ia l  D e t a i l  P l a n ,   
b a s e d  o n  a  8 0 0 m  x 1 2 0 0 m   

G r i d  S t r u c t u r e ,  C h a n d i g a r h  [ 10]  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The conceptual  p lann ing of  Chandigarh was of  coinc identa l  luck :  
 
I f  A lbert  Mayer’s  partner ,  Mathew Nov ick i  would have not  d ied in  
1950,  Le  Corbus ie r  never  might  have go t ten  the chance to  rea l i ze  
his  v i s ion for  a  modern i s t  ci ty  in  a  very  t rad i t iona l  or ientated  
country  part ,  he even was not  inhabi t ing  Ind ia ,  but  jus t  f requent ing 
tw ice  a year  Chandigarh fo r  one month ,  but  over  a per iod of  10  
years .  
 
 
                                                             
10 G .  A v a s a k ,  N .  M a t h u r ,  P .  K a m i n e n i :  C h a n d i g a r h - U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  C o n c e p t s - ,  A  
C o m p a r a t i v e  S t u d y  w i t h  R e s i d e n t i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  Q T 8 ,  M i l a n o .  2 0 1 5  
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Le Corbus ie r  rect i f ied the p lan of  Mayer  by emphas iz ing  the 
ex is t ing natura l  landscape  and putt ing upon i t  a  gr id i ron/sector ia l  
and l inear  concept .  
That  plan,  rectangular  in  fo rm wi th  2  cross -ax is  in  the middle  and 
div ided in  sectors  of  ~800mx ~1200m ,  neverthe less  represents  Le 
Corbus ie r ’ s  l i fe long obsess ion w i th  the idea  of  a  c i ty  as  an  
organism.  
 
The concept  somehow was  analogue to  the human body in  an 
abst ract  way:   
 
On the top of  the p lan was the “head” in  sector  1 ,  where the 
Capito l  Complex i s  s i tuated,  i t s  “heart” ,  the commerc ia l  c i ty  center  
in  sector  17 ,  i t s  “bra in”  in  the park lands ,  where un ivers i t ies ,  
museums and l ib rar ies  are  s i tuated,  i t s  “ lungs” -  the le i su re  val leys ,  
open spaces and sector ia l  green areas ,  i t s  “bones”  –  the s t ructure  
of  roads and f ina l ly  the “hand”,  here the symbol  fo r  i t s  l ight  
indust r ia l  a rea.  
 
Le Corbus ie r  used a l so  the ex i s t ing natura l  landscape condi t ions  in  
favor  of  h i s  concept:  By p lac ing  the or ig ina l  p lan on the inc l ined 
pla in  of  a  Google Earth  map,  i t  i s  v i s ib le  how  accurate ly  the l iner  
green zones  of  Le  Corbus ie r ’ s  plan adapts  the natura l  f low of  i t s  
r ivers ,  wh ich are channeled  in  Chandigarh.    

Le Corbus ie r ’ s  p lan has  these ‘green be l t s ’  with  the water  channels  
only  in  the d i rect ion of  the s lope of  the p lans ,  wh i le  A.  Mayer’s  was 
plann ing i t  in  di f fe rent  d i rect ion s ,  wh ich was against  the natura l  
i r r igat ion - s lope.   
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12 :  O v e r l a p p i n g  o f  E n v i s i o n e d  P l a n  o n  E x i s t i n g  S i t u a t i o n  o f  T o d a y  [11]  

 
 
Although the Per iphery  Contro l  Act  was passed by the Pun jab 
government  In  1952,  prov id ing a permanent  greenbel t  a round the 
ci ty  and keeping the character  of  the p lan,  severa l  unauthor i zed 
const ruct ions  have emerged wi th in  the per iphery  zone,  th reaten ing 
the p lanned character  of  Chandigarh.   
 
“The idea behind the act  was to  protect  the sur rounding ru ra l  
community  f rom degenerat ing by contact  w i th  u rban l i fe  and a lso  
to  regu late development  with in  a  f ive -mile  rad ius  beyond the c i ty .  
Le Corbus ie r  ca l led the act  "a  happy event"  and urged the c i ty  
admin is t rators  that  " i t  must  be car r ied out  at  a l l  costs . "  
 
A s  long as  Le Corbus ie r  l ived ,  he fought  hard to  preserve the 
character  of  the c i ty  that  he had p lanned.  Near ly  ten years  af ter  
s tar t ing work  on Chandigarh,  he wrote to  Nehru:  " The const ruct ion 
of  the 'Capi to l '  and i t s  la tera l  e lements  has  brought  to  Chandigarh 
such a marve lous  landscape ( lake and mounta in)  wh ich no c i ty  in  
the wor ld  possesses .  Let  us  not  dest roy  i t ! " (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  120)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
11 h t tp : / /chand iga rhu rban lab .o rg/ the - sh i va l i k -h i l l s -and - t he -p lan/  
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1.1.3 THE MODERNISME IN LE CORBUSIER’S MASTER 
PLAN 

 
The Modern i sm approach for  the p lann ing of  Chandigarh lays  
certa in ly  in  his  des ign  phi losophy of  Le  Corbus ie r :  
 

 
 

13 :  E l e v a t i o n  o f  T h e  C a p i t o l  s k y l i n e  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  a s  a  s k y l i n e  [12]  

 
“The c i ty ,  he sa id ,  i s  man's  "g r ip "  upon nature.  " I t  i s  human 
operat ion d i rected against  nature . . . .  I t  i s  a  creat ion. "  To  h im the 
idea of  in teg rat ing arch i tecture and nature in  the manner  of  Ar t  
Nouveau  became anathema.”  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  82)    
 

“A bu i ld ing must  be a c lear ,  soph is t icated s tatement ,  …,  and i t  
shou ld s tand in  cont rast  to  nature,  rather  than appear  as  an 
outgrowth of  some natura l  fo rm.  By  the i r  d i f fe rences ,  nature and 
arch i tecture  shou ld enhance each other ,  c reat ing a sor t  o f  
harmony by cont rast .”  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  83)  
 
As Le Corbus ie r  was  fasc inated by the geometr ica l  fo rms,  s t i l l  
would and d id keep  the natura l  beauty  of  the ex i s t ing landscape 
of  Chandigarh.  
He created the “harmony” by cont rast ing the nature th rough h i s  
r ig id  gr id i ron  plan and h i s  geometr ica l  bu i ld ing forms can be 
descr ibed as  “modern” ,  though modern i sm  in  the sense of  
geometr ica l  fo rm -giv ing  has been ex i s t ing s ince the Mus l im area.   
 
He would note h imse l f :  
 
" Ind ia  had,  and a lways  has ,  a  peasant  cu l tu re  that  ex i s t s  s ince a 
thousand years !  Ind ia  possessed H indu temples  (genera l ly  in  
                                                             
12 V i k r a m a d i t y a  P r a k a s h :  C a h n d i g a r h ’ s  L e  C o r b u s i e r -  T h e  S t r u g g l e  f o r  M o d e r n i t y  
i n  P o s t c o l o n i a l  I n d i a ,  M a p i n  P u b l i s h i n g ,  A h m e d a b a d .  2 0 0 2 ,  p .  6 8  
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carved s tones)  and Mus l im temples  in  red s tone,  the arch i tectura l  
beauty  of  wh ich i s  very  geometr ica l .  But  Ind ia  hasn ' t  yet  c reated 
an arch i tecture for  modern c iv i l i zat ion (of f ices ,  factor ies ,  
bui ld ings) . "  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  87)  

 

“Prefer r ing the r igor  of  geometr ic  fo rms,  the ax i s ,  Le  Corbus ie r  
argued that  "man walks  in  a  s t ra ight  l ine because he had a goal  
and knows where he i s  go ing;  he has  made up h i s  m ind to  reach 
some part icu lar  p lace and he goes  s t ra ight  to  i t .  … For  h im,  the 
class ica l  equ i l ib r ium of  rectangles  and pure vo lumes was "a  symbol  
of  per fect ion, "  and the d i sequi l ib r ium of  curved l ines ,  jagged 
su r faces  and unclear  decorat ion represented an in fer io r  e f fo r t  o f  
an equal ly  in fer io r  c iv i l i zat ion.  
 
Some of  these ideas  appear  more su i ted to  the I s lamic nat ion,  
where re l ig ion exhorts  men to  walk  on a s t ra ight  l ine w i th  a 
purpose,  rather  than for  the H indu nat ion w i th  the concept of  
samsara”  (Ka l ia ,  R .  1987:  89)  -  the cont inuous  cyc le  of  l i fe ,  death,  
and re incarnat ion.  
 
“Modern”  was a l so  Le Corbus ie r ’ s  “walkable c i ty”  concept:  The 
sector ia l  a rea of  800x1200 meters  would make i t  poss ib le  fo r  the 
pedest r ian to  be wi th in  10  minutes   f rom each corner  of  a  sector  
in to  the center  of  the sector .  
 
The sectors  were  se l f -conta ined and se l f - suf f ic ient  in  character ,  a  
sector  wa s  bound by fast  - t raf f ic  roads,  runn ing on i t s  four  s ides  
and permit t ing on ly  four  veh icu lar  ent r ies  in to  i t s  in ter ior .   
Th i s  was to  secure and welcome the modern area of  vehic le -  
or ientated  soc iety  and the fast  g rowing indust ry .   
Each sector  would  have  shops ,  schools ,  heal th  centers ,  p laces of  
recreat ion and worsh ip ,  in  o rder  to  guarantee  a heal th  and 
economical  l i fe  for  the c i t i zens  of  Chandigarh.  
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14 :  I n i t i a l  P r o p o s a l  o f  A .  M a y e r  ( l e f t )  a n d  L e  C o r b u s i e r  ( r i g h t )  f o r  C h a n d i g a r h  [ 13]  

 

 
Le Corbus ie r  was v i sua l i z ing the “modern” or  the c i ty  of  “ tomorrow” 
to  be a “Radiant  C i ty”  w i th  g lass  and s tee l  skyscrapers  set  in  parks  
that  i s  tota l ly  admin i s t rated by a great  bureaucracy.   
 
He was therefore the great  v i sua l i zer  of  the “smart  c i t ies”  w i th 
extens ive d ig i ta l  admin i s t rat ion and maintenance for  the “comfort”  
of  the c i t i zens -  except  that  todays  admin i s t rat ive and bureaucrat ic  
work  cou ld be done f rom anywhere -  even f rom a cave wi th  an 
in ternet  access .  
 
Chandigarh i s  a  modern c i ty  because i t  has  broken wi th  a l l  
prev ious  ru les  of  p lann ing of  the western  soc iety ,  but  jus t  inher i ted 
some pr inc ip les  of  “The Garden Ci ty  Movement” ,  wh ich sha l l  be 
expla ined later  on.  
 
I t  emerged out  of  a  v i s ion for  a  new beg inn ing of  an independent  
nat ion -  a nat ion w i th  an ident i ty .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 :  V i e w  o f  w o r k e r s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  L e  
C o r b u s i e r  i n  h i s  C o m p l e t e  W o r k s -  ( L e  

C o r b u s i e r  1 9 5 7 ,  p .  6 1 )  [ 14]  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
13 V i k r a m a d i t y a  P r a k a s h :  Chan d i g a r h ’ s  L e  C o r b u s i e r -  T h e  S t r u g g l e  f o r  M o d e r n i t y  
i n  P o s t c o l o n i a l  I n d i a ,  M a p i n  P u b l i s h i n g ,  A h m e d a b a d .  2 0 0 2 ,  p .  4 7  
14 I b i d ,  p .  8 4  
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1.2 FUTURISTIC C ITY -BRASILIA- BRAZIL 
 
Bras i l ia  was a imed to  become the mani festat ion of  a  new Braz i l ian 
soc iety  th rough i t s  p lann ing v i s ion and idea as  the new capi ta l  o f  
the todays’  Federat ive Republ ic  of  B raz i l .  
 
Braz i l  used to  be under  the Portuguese co lon ia l  power  unt i l  1822,  
when i t  ach ieved independence by the creat ion of  the Empi re  of  
Braz i l -  a un i tary  s tate w i th  a  const i tu t ional  monarchy and a 
par l iamentary  sys tem. S ince 1889 i t  became a pres ident ia l  republ ic  
t i l l  1964 .  

In  1956,  Jusce l ino Kubi t schek,  the pres ident  of  B raz i l ,  paved the 
way for  the “two–centur ies–old dream of  spreading the count ry ' s  
populat ion in to  the h inter land of  B raz i l ”  and set  the s ign for  a  new 
soc iety  in  the “means of  es tab l i sh ing a rad iat ing sovere ignty ,  as  
the means to  conso l idate,  c iv i l i ze ,  and populate h i s  nat ion -
cont inent .”  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  201 )  
 

 
 
16 :  P h o t o  b y  E l i o t  E r w i t t :  O s k a r  N i e m e y e r ’ s  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  B u i l d i n g ,  1 9 6 1  [15]  

 

                                                             
15 
h t tp s : / /www. facebook .com/Domus/pho to s /a .385546111119 .172921 .377437046119
/10154117060321120/? type=3&thea te r  
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1.2.1 BACKGROUND OF PLANNING BRASILIA 
 
Before announcing a nat ional  compet i t ion,  Kubi t schek created two 
pr inc ip le  umbre l la  organizat ions .  The f i r s t  was  the s tate enterpr i se -  
Companhia Urbanizadora da Nova Capita l  do B ras i l  (Novacap )  
and the Grupo de T rabalho de Bras i l ia  (GTB)  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  203) .  
 

By leg i s lat ive  act ,  Novacap was launched  in  the same year  of  1956 
and was charged wi th  the author i ty  of  bu i ld ing and admin i s t rat ing 
the c i ty .  I t  sponsored a l so  the nat ional  compet i t ion,  where the 
entry  by Lúc io  Costa (1902—1998)  won the f i r s t  p r ice,  chosen by an 
in ternat ional  ju ry ,  and which organized the  techn ica l  teams to  
“develop and coord inate the rea l i zat ion of  the Master  P lan .”  
(Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  202)  
 
GTB was in  charge  of  the human resources  to  be recru i ted for  
which the capi ta l  was  main ly  bu i l t :  the c iv i l  se rvants  of  the federa l  
bureaucracy.  GTB was founded in  1958.  
 
Both organizat ions  had in  the i r  developed object ives  to  d i s t r ibute 
the same r ights  to  d i f fe rent  soc ia l  g roup s  and categor ies .  A  so  
cal led “egal i ta r ian mix ing of  d i f fe rent  c lasses  in  the same 
res ident ia l  un i t s” -  the superquadras  ( superb locks)  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  
206) .  
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1.2.2 V ISION AND CONCEPT OF BRASILIA 
 
The po l i t ica l  and soc ia l  v i s ion of  B ras i l ia  was to  create a c i ty  based 
on the “pr inc ip le  of  equal i ty” .  
 
In  o rder  to  ach ieve th i s  a im  us ing  arch i tectura l  means,  Oscar  
Niemeyer  (1907—2012) ,  who was chosen a l ready  by Pres ident  
Kubi t schek as  the pr inc ipa l  a rch i tect  of  the capi ta l  fo r  the des ign 
of  major  publ ic  bui ld ings  and res ident ia l  p rototypes ,  demanded a 
compet i t ion.  
 
The requ i rements  of  th is  compet i t ion was to  de l iver  two bas ic  
documents :  a  bas ic  layout  of  the c i ty  w i th  i t s  major  s t ructures  and 
spat ia l  o rganizat ion together  w i th  a support ing report .  
The emphas ize  was  on the form  that  would “express  the c i ty ’s  
fundamenta l  character  as  the cap i ta l  o f  B raz i l .”  (Hols ton,  J .  1989:  
62)  
 

17 :  L ú c i o  C o s t a ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  
s k e t c h e s  f o r  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  o f  

B ra s i l i a ,  1 9 5 7  [ 16]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Lúc io  Costa ‘ s  des ign was represent ing best  “ the ideology of  the 
des ign”,  the ju ry  awarded in  March 1957 the f i r s t  p r i ze to  h im.  
Though Costa’s  p lan was not  featur ing any techn ica l  drawings ,  
land use s tud ies ,  populat ion charts ,  nor  schemes  of  economical  
s tud ies ,  but  on ly  sketches  and a br ie f  s tatement  of  23  ar t ic les ,  i t  
was pra i sed for  i t s  “un i ty  of  ar t i s t ic  concept ion,  clar i ty ,  e legance 
and s impl ic i ty”  of  i t s  idea  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  63) .  
 
Even though  i t  was  h igh ly  cont rovers ia l ly  discussed  in  publ ic  and 
with in  the ju ry  members  caus ing  a br incadei ra -  “a joke” ,  f ive  of  s i x  
vot ing  members  gave the f i r s t  p r i ze  to  Costa’s  idea.  
 

                                                             
16 I b i d ,  p .  6 3  
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The execut ive p lan of  the des ign idea  compromised  two d is t inct ive 
areas :  the admin is t rat ive  civ i tas  and the res ident ia l  everyday urbs  
(Lampugnani ,  V .  M.  1995:  736) .   
 
The admin is t rat ive funct ions  were organ i zed on the main  east -west  
ax is ,  the Esp lanade of  M in i s t r ies ,  l ined wi th  severa l  publ ic  bu i ld ings ,  
the execut ive,  leg is lat ive,  and jud ic iary  pa laces ,  such as  the 
Nat ional  Congress ,  the Min is t r ies ’  and the Federa l  Supreme Court  
House.  Al l  the se  civ ic  center s  were des igned  by Oskar  N iemeyer  as  
Bras i l ia ' s  ce lebrated icons .  
 
The res ident ia l  a rea  was spread out  a long the north - south ax i s  
para l le l  to  the f reeway (autoroute) .  
 
The areas  were ca l led res ident ia l  quarters  or  superb locks ,  wh ich 
were conceived in  te rms  of  ne ighborhood un i t s  and would 
accommodate together  500.000 inhabi tants  inc lud ing commerce,  
serv ices ,  and educat ional  a s  wel l  as  heal th  fac i l i t ies .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 :  S imp l i f i ed  D raw ing  o f  t h e  P i l o t  P l a n  o f  B r a s i l i a  [ 17]  

 
“Th i s  d iv i s ion of  the urban fabr ic  between the c iv ic  space and the 
res ident ia l  a reas  was h igh ly  de l iberate.  I t  was  in tended to  make 
poss ib le  the speedy complet ion of  the most  prominent  c iv ic  

                                                             
17 K e n n e t h  F r a m p t o n :  B u i l d i n g  B r a s i l i a -  P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  M a r c e l  G a u t h e r o t ,  
T h a m e s  &  H u d s o n .  2 0 1 0 ,  p .  3 1  
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s t ructures  to  create an emblemat ic  v i s ion of  the nat ion ' s  new 
capita l .”   
(http://www.getty .edu/conservat ion/publ icat ions_ resources/news l
etters/28_1/bras i l ia .html )  
 
Th i s  s t rategy of  d iv id ing the c iv ic  centers  and the  res ident ia l  a reas  
was ef fect ive as  the nece s sary  c iv ic  bu i ld ings  were bu i l t  and 
accommodated wi thout  de lay.  By  Apr i l  1960 the inaugurat ion took  
place ,  after  wh ich  around 150.000 populat ion inhabi ted  al ready 
the Federa l  D i s t r ic t .  
 
Todays  Federa l  D i s t r ic t  has a populat ion of  more than 2 ,5  Mi l l ion ,  
whi le  Bras i l ia  as the Federa l  Capita l  counts  on ly  a  populat ion of  
~215,000 ,  accord ing to  a su rvey in  2012.  
 
Thus ,  B ras i l ia  or ig ina l ly  being planned for  ha l f  a  mi l l ion  c i t i zens  has  
even not  reached the ha l f  o f  i t s  aimed populat ion s i ze .  
 
Many sate l l i te  ci t ies  have  grown around Bras i l ia ,  where more and 
more people prefer  to  rather  l i ve  there ins tead in  B ras i l ia  c i ty  
center ,  and  tendencies  are  growing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 :  Sec to r ia l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  T r a f f i c  P l a n  o f  t h e  P i l o t  P l a n  [18]  
 

 

 

 

                                                             
18 J a m e s  H o l s t o n :  T h e  M o d e r n i s t  C i t y -  A n  A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  C t r i t i q u e  o f  B r a s i l i a ,  
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s .  1 9 8 9 ,  p .  1 5 5  
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20 :  V i e w  f r o m  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  P l a z a  t o w a r d s  t h e  P l a z a  o f  T h r e e  P o w e r s  [ 19]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
19 K e n n e t h  F r a m p t o n :  B u i l d i n g  B r a s i l i a -  P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  M a r c e l  G a u t h e r o t ,  
T h a m e s  &  H u d s o n .  2 0 1 0 ,  p .  1 5 3  
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1.2.3  BRASILIA - ASPECTS OF A FUTURISTIC C ITY  
 
In  o rder  to  unders tand how the des ign as  i t  emerged f rom Costa’s  
hands,  Le  Corbus ie r  has  to  be ment ioned as  the most  in f luent ia l  
arch i tect  upon h i s  work .  
Costa and h i s  s tudents  were sys temat ica l ly  analyz ing  Le Corbus ie r ’ s  
work  and accepted i t  as  the foundat ion of  modern ar t  in  B raz i l  as  
“the scared book of  arch i tecture .”  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  36)  
 
Le Corbus ie r ’ s  work  was wel l  known th i s  way by the Braz i l ian  
arch i tects  and specia l ly  Costa .  He was the head of  the Min is t ry  of  
Educat ion,  wh ich was formulated by Le Corbus ie r  but  f ina l i zed by 
Costa and h i s  s tudents ,  o f  wh ich one was a l so  Oskar  N iemeyer .  
 
As Le Corbus ie r  was  the core organizer  and mani fes to  of  the 
In ternat ional  Congress  of  Modern Arch i tecture  in  1928 together  
w i th  S ig f r ied Gied ion,  wh ich eventua l ly  led to  the Athens  Charter -  
a condensed vers ion of  the core ideas  and pr inc ip les  of  modern 
arch i tecture and urban p lann ing,  wh ich ca l led for  a  remaking of  
ci t ies  in  the indust r ia l  wor ld  to  make them more ef f ic ient ,  rat iona l ,  
hygien ic  and equal .  
 
CIAM was aimed to  advance the cause of  "a rch i tecture as  a  soc ia l  
art "  and as   many d iverse avant -garde  movements  of  that  t ime 
were cont r ibut ing to  the outcomes of  C IAM, i t  had a lso  and 
expl ic i t ly  the purpose of  g iv ing a f ramework  and to  create a 
consensus  among groups  of  d i f fe rent  arch i tectura l  and pol i t ica l  
pos i t ions .  
 
Because of  that  consensus  i t  was  poss ib le  fo r  Bras i l ia  to  be 
“planned by left -center  l ibera l ,  des igned by a Communis t ,  
const ructed by a developmenta l i s t  regime,  and be conso l idated 
by a bureaucrat ic -author i ta r ian d ictatorsh ip .”  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  40)  
 
Th i s  was poss ib le  because the idea of  the des ign was in f luenced 
and based upon ear l ie r  s tud ies ,  observat ions  and reso lut ions  of  
avant -garde  movements  of  a rch i tects  and p lanners  and foremost  
Le Corbus ie r .   
 
CIAM gave the in te l lectua l  background for  the futur i s t ic  and an 
“egal i ta r ian mix ing” of  a  modern urban p lann ing.  
 
Between 1930 -35 Le Corbus ie r  p roposed the prototype of  The 
Athens  Charter ,  which abol i shes  the sate l l i te  sys tem and 
incorporates  a l l  c lasses  with in  the c i ty :  “ I  had created the 
prototype of  a  c lass less  c i ty ,  a  c i ty  of  men busy  w i th  work  and 
le i su re  in  su r roundings  that  made th i s  poss ib le .”  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  
50 )  
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In  B ras i l ia ’s  Ma s ter  P lan th i s  c lass less  and rad iant  model  has  been 
adopted by forc ing a l l  classes  of  the federa l  bureaucracy  to  l ive  
with in  the superb lock ( res ident ia l  un i t s ) .  
 
The theoret ica l  approach for  such a futur i s t ic  c i ty  w i th  i t s  ideal  
purpose of  inhabi t ing a c lass less  soc iety  was supported by the 
CIAM mani festat ion and the Athens  Charter .  
 
The pract ica l  approach for  a  futur i s t ic  des ign express ion was 
manifested by  Niemeyer’s  g igant ic  publ ic  bu i ld ings .  
 
I t  i s  fu tu r i s t ic  because of  i t s  des ign vocabulary  that  i s  abso lute ly  
detached f rom the human sca le ,  even though vast  and s imple in  
his  look on a drawing,  the spacious  fo rmat ions  make the master  
plan a un ique futur i s t ic  gesture .  
 
 

 
 
21 :  T h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m ,  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  b y  O s k a r  N iemeye r  a n d  o p e n e d  i n  2 0 0 6  
[ 20]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
20 
h t tp : / /www.ge t t y .edu/conse rva t ion/pub l i ca t ion s _ re sou rces /news le t te r s / 28_1 /b r
as i l i a .h tm l  
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1.3 LATE MODERN -“SMART C ITY”-M ILTON 
KEYNES- ENGLAND 

 
S ince the Second Wor ld  War ,  where Eng land’s  c i t ies  has  suf fe red 
the loss  of  vast  c i ty  s t ructures  and hous ing quarters ,  modern town 
plann ing character i zed by “Utopian Comprehens iveness”  was  the 
base of  p lanners  and pol i t ic ians .  
 
The “Utopian Comprehens iveness”  suggest ion was to  s tar t  f rom 
scratch and being rad ica l  in  the sense of  the i r  aesthet ic  
appearance ,  as wel l  as  in  the whole - sca le  c learance of  ex i s t ing 
ci ty  s t ructures .  In  other  words ,  “to const ruct  an imaginary  wor ld  
which would be des i rab le  to  be brought  in to  be ing” (Tay lor ,  N .  
1998:  23) .   
 
Th i s  seemed to be poss ib le  as  there was the be l ie f  that  the large 
indust r ia l  c i t ies  of  the late 19 t h  and  ear ly   20 t h  century  were 
def ic ient  as  set t lements .  

  
In f luenced by th i s  new urban dynamic and the modern tendencies  
to  reconst ruct  towns anew,  the  Br i t i sh  government  decided  in  the 
s ix t ie s ,  to  enhance the const ruct ions  of  new towns in  South -East  of  
England to  re l ieve the hous ing prob lems ,  specia l ly  in  London.   
 
Also the huge impact  of  cars  on Eng l i sh  towns in  the future ,  made 
the Min is t ry  of  T ransport  to  appoint  Mr Col in  Buchanan -  an expert  
on urban p lann ing and t ransportat ion -  to  s tudy the ef fects  
motor i zat ion would have on the urban env i ronment .  His  report ,  
which was publ i shed  in  1963 ,   was emphas iz ing  that  “new urban 
des igns  were requ i red to  accommodate and min imize  the wors t  
effects  of  mass  motorcar  use .”  (C lapson,  M.  2005:  23)  
 
In  the late 60’s  the t ime was r ipe for  p lann ing a town f rom scratch :  
Mi l ton Keynes -  England’s  la rgest  new town in  Buck inghamsh i re .  I t  
was the outcome of  a  t ime of  “dynamic new th ink ing  about  the 
nature of  u rban l i fe ,”  (C lapson,  M.  2005:  19)  but  a l so  to  express  
anew Ebenezer  Howard’s  proposa ls  fo r  garden c i t ies .   
 
Legal ly  the new town p lann ing was supported by the force of  the 
new towns program  that  f i r s t  began in  1946 and was rev ived dur ing 
the mid -1960s .”  (C lapson,  M.  2005:  25)  
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1.3.1 BACKGROUND OF PLANNING MILTON KEYNES 
 
For  the implementat ion and const ruct ion of  M i l ton Keynes  Master  
P lan,  the  M i l ton Keynes  Development Corporat ion (MKDC) was in  
charge.   
 
On  behal f  o f  the MKDC, Richard L lewelyn -Davies ,  a  P rofessor  of  
Arch i tecture  and P lann ing at  Un ivers i ty  Col lege,  London,  drew up 
the Master  P lan of  M i l ton Keynes .   
 
The Master  P lan was heav i ly  in f luenced by the network  o f  
profess ionals  compromis ing el i te  arch i tects ,  p lanners  and soc ial  
sc ient i s t  based in  the heart  of  London (C lapson,  M.  2005:  25) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 :  L l e w e l y n  D a v i e s ’ s  S t ra teg ic  P l a n  f o r  M i l t o n  K e y n e s ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 0  [21] 	  

                                                             
21 D e r e k  W a l k e r :  T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P l a n n i n g  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
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The new town was p lanned on an  area of  ~ 9,000 hectares  (ha)   
equal  to  90  km2  that  was  la rge ly  farmland and undeveloped 
v i l lages  and was des ignated  fo r  a number  of  populat ion amount ing 
up to  250,000 in  1967.  
 
I t  was  de l iberate ly  dis tant  f rom other  major  c i t ies  around (London,  
Le is te r ,  B i rm ingham, Oxford and Cambr idge)  was de l iberate ly  in  
order  to  make i t  a  se l f - sus ta inable town or  even c i ty  and to  g ive i t  
the opportun i ty  of  becoming a major  reg ional  center .  
 
The main  p lann ing pr incip les  and overa l l  f ramework  were 
developed and worked out  between 1967 and 1970 and i t s  
const ruct ion began in  1970 af ter  wh ich “people s tar ted to  move in  
very  soon af ter  the f i r s t  homes had been bu i l t .”  (C lapson,  M.  2005:  
1)  
 
The p lan was based on a gr id i ron pr inc ip le ,  which was bound to  
gr id  pattern  of  ~1km, but  that  would fo l low the  contours  of  the 
natura l  landscape -  i t s  va l leys ,  f lows  and ebbs,  rather  than s t r ic t ly  
neglect ing the natura l  landscape.   
 
 
 

 
 

23 :  P a r k s  o f  M i l t o n  Keynes  b a s e d  o n  E x i s t i n g  L a n d s c a p e  C o n t o u r s [22] 	  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                    
P r e s s  L t d ,  L o n d o n . 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  2  
22 D e r e k  W a l k e r :  T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P l a n n i n g  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
P r e s s  L t d ,  L o n d o n . 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  4  
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I t  was  addit ional ly  in sp i red by the works  of  Cal i fo rn ian urban 
theor i s t  Melv in  M.  Webber  (1921–2006)  and the funct ional  
modern i s t  des igns  of  Le  Corbus ie r ’ s  Radiant  C i ty ,  Anton io  
Sant’E l ia’s  La C i t ta  Nova and Tony Garn ier ’ s  La C i té  Indust r ie l le  
(Tay lor ,  N .  1998:  24) .   
 
Al l  had in  common that  the c i ty  of  the future  was ordered into  
great  b locks  of  s ing le  land uses ,  w i th  fast  motorways ,  connect ing 
up the d i f fe rent  d i s t r ic ts .  
I t s  appearance sha l l  be of  “a pla in ,  geometr ica l  “ funct ional”  
bui ld ings ,  s tanding a t  regu lar  in terva ls  in  a  sea of  f ree - f lowing 
space .”  (Tay lor ,  N .  1998:  24)  
 

 
 
24 :  T h e  “ R edways” -  C y c l i n g  T r a c k s  o f  M i l t o n  Keynes -  T h e  n a t i o n a l  c y c l e  r o u t e s  a r e  

h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  b lack  [23]  

 

 

                                                             
23 ©  O p e n S t r e e t M a p . o r g  
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The ch ief  arch i tect  was Derek Webber  (1929 -2015) ,  between 1970 -
1976 ,  who would exp la in  the c i ty  as  such:   
“Mi l ton Keynes  i s  p lanned f i r s t  o f  a l l  fo r  a  la rger  populat ion than 
the other  New Towns,  and secondly  w i th  an inner  park land l ike  a 
preserved p iece of  nature which wi l l  be supplemented with  a  
number  of  local  sports  f ie lds  and p laygrounds even ly  d i s t r ibuted 
over  the res ident ia l  a reas .”  (Walker ,  D .  1982:  4)  
 
Mi l ton Keynes  s tands  out  f rom other  new bu i l t  towns as  i t  i s  a  non -
hierarch ica l  developed c i ty  p lan which  departed  f rom the Eng l i sh  
New Towns t rad i t ion and env isaged a w ide range of  indust ry  and 
divers i ty  of  hous ing s ty les  and tenures  across  the ci ty .  
 
 
 
 

 
 
25 :  T h e  H u b :  M K ,  M a n h a t t a n  H o u s e  w i t h  1 4  s t o r i e s  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  2 0 0 6  a n d  2 0 0 8 .  
[ 24]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                             
24 
h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /M i l ton_Keynes#/med ia/F i l e : The_Hub_M i l ton_Keyne
s _ towe r s . j pg  
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1.3.2 VISION AND CONCEPT OF MILTON KEYNES 
 
As ment ioned ear l ie r ,  the des ign and concept  of  M i l ton Keynes  was 
a combinat ion of  the Garden  City  Movements  ideas  of  S i r  Ebenezer  
Howard  and the modern p lanners  and arch i tects  of  the beginn ing 
of  the 20 t h  century ,  l i ke  Le Corbus ie r .   
 

 
 
26 :  T h e  G a r d e n  C i t y  D i a g r a m ,  P u b l i s h e d  b y  E .  H o w a r d  i n  “ G a r d e n  C i t i e s  o f  

Tomor row” ,1902  [25]  

                                                             
25 h t tp : / / io9 .g i zmodo .com/10 - fa i l ed -u top ian -c i t i e s - t h a t  i n f l uenced - t he - f u tu re -
1511695279  
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S i r  Ebenezer  Howard was the founder  of  the Garden Ci ty  
Movement of  the late 19 th  century .    
 
By publ i sh ing h i s  book “To -morrow:  a  Peacefu l  Path to  Real  Reform” 
in  1898 ,  he became the p ioneer  of  the Garden Ci ty .  
 
He gained h i s  in sp i rat ion for  h i s  book  th rough  his  l i fe  exper iences  of  
the 19 t h  century  ci ty  developments  and miser ies  of  the Un i ted 
States ,  main ly  Ch icago,  where he used to  work  and l ive  fo r  some 
t imes.  
Addit ional ly  f rom h i s  own home town  London,  to  which he was 
eterna l ly  tu rn ing  back in  1876,  but  a lso  by h i s  sp i r i tua l  mentor  Cora 
Richmond ,  as wel l  as  th rough utopian books ,  such as  the utopian  
novel  Look ing Backward  and Henry  George's  work  Progress  and 
Poverty ,   
 
Though Howard was the main  founder  of  the Garden Ci ty ,  i t  was  
supported by a “  v i s ionary  communitar ian t rad i t ion”  (Buder ,  S .  
1990:  4) ,  dated back to  the republ ican fervor  of  the 18 t h  century  
and the En l ightenment  Movements .   
 
Howard’s  foundat ion  of  the Garden Ci ty  Assoc iat ion,  today’s  Town 
and Country  P lann ing Assoc ia t ion,  in  1899,  generated movement s  
that  spawned garden c i t ies  and garden suburbs al l  over  the wor ld  
s ince then.  In  i t s  homeland -  England ,  i t  led to  the const ruct ion of  
near ly  th i r ty  government - f inanced new towns af ter  Wor ld  War  I I ,  
inc lud ing Mi l ton Keynes  (MK) .  
 
The main  urban concept of  the Garden Ci ty  was to  plan se l f -
conta ined communit ies ,  su r rounded by “greenbel t s” ,  conta in ing 
proport ionate areas  of  res idences,  indust r ies  and agr icu l tu re .   
 
Th i s  theoret ica l  approach  was to  be rea l i zed in  the p lann ing of  
Mi l ton Keynes  a lmost  70  years  later .  
 
Th i s  was poss ib le  because the main  actors  of  the p lann ing were 
Labor  Party  members -  soc ia l l y  or ientated inte l lectua ls ,  such as  the 
Center  of  Env i ronmenta l  S tud ies  (CES)  “establ i shment” ,  where the 
Master  P laner  of  MK,  Lord L lewelyn -Davies  and R ichard Crossman,  
the Min i s te r  fo r  Hous ing and London Government ,  were proact ive 
in  i t s  fo rmat ion.  
 
Between 1967 and 1970 members  of  the CES,  and v i s i t ing 
academics  and researchers ,  worked on the P lan for  M i l ton Keynes .  
David Donnison was a long - s tanding advocate of  the importance 
of  in fo rming p lann ing and hous ing po l ic ies  th rough soc ia l  
invest igat ion and respons ive decis ion -making.   
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In  th i s  Donnison was part  of  an Anglo -Amer ican network  of  
soc io log is t s ,  inc lud ing R .E .  Pah l  in  B r i ta in ,  and Herbert  J .Gans  and 
Melv in  Webber  f rom the USA. Each of  these men a lso  had an 
in terest  in  the format ion of  new communit ies .  
 
Each of  these soc io log is t s  was  invo lved in  the CES in  some way.  
Gans,  fo r  example,  had g iven a conference paper  at  the Centre  in  
1968 ent i t led ‘P lann ing for  people,  not  bui ld ings’ .   But  of  part icu lar  
note was the inv i tat ion to  Melv in  Webber  of  the Un ivers i ty  of  
Cal i forn ia ,  Berke ley,  a  v i s i t ing academic at  the CES,  to  del ineate 
for  the Mi l ton  Keynes  p lann ing team the nature of  ‘ the urban 
soc iety  of  the future’ .  ”  (C lapson,  M. 2005:  28/29)  
 
Though Mi l ton Keynes  was based a lso  on the “Soc ia l  C i ty”  concept  
accord ing to  E.  Howard to  be publ ic  serv ices  or ientated,  i t  was  
changed in to  a “se l f - f inanced,  property  investment  machine 
des igned to  su i t  the commerc ia l  d i sc ip l ines”  of  the 1980’s  of  the  
Mrs  Thatcher  government (Howard,  E .   2003:  55) .  
 
“Thus ,  i ron ica l ly ,  at  one s t roke they reso lved the perenn ia l  p rob lem 
of  how to fund the new towns,  but  a l so  dest royed the essence of  
Howard’s  p lan,  wh ich was to  fund the creat ion of  se l f -govern ing 
local  wel fare  s tates .  ‘ Top -down p lann ing ’  t r iumphed over  bottom -
up;  B r i ta in  would have the she l l  o f  Howard’s  garden -ci ty  v i s ion 
without  the substance”,  Peter  Ha l l  was  comment ing  (Howard,  E .   
2003:  45 ) .  
 

The other  concept  that  was v i s ionary  and very  much adopted by 
the “utopian comprehens iveness”  and the modern i s t  ideas ,  was to  
over lay  a gr id  s t ructure upon  the ex i s t ing landscape.  
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1.3.3 MILTON KEYNES - A “SMART CITY”? 
 
Accord ing to  the s tat i s t ics  of  the MK counci l ,  the populat ion of  
Mi l ton Keynes  in  2013 was 255,700 and had a  growth rate of  20 ,2% 
s ince 2001.  
 
Up to  2026,  there are p lans  of  bu i ld ing 28 ,000 new homes for  and 
creat ing 40 ,000 new jobs .  
 
By google - ing ‘ smart  c i t ies ’  on the Global  Web,  Mi l ton Keynes  
appea r s  as  a  c i ted ‘Smart  C i ty ’ .  
 
Before c la iming the not ion ‘Smart  C i ty’  fo r  M i l ton Keynes ,  i t  i s  o f  
importance to  unders tand where the te rm  “S .M.A.R .T”  came f rom 
and what  i t s  rea l  meaning at  least  in  the management f ie ld  s tands  
fo r :  
 
In  1981,  a paper  was i s sued by George T .  Doran ca l led “There ' s  a  
S .M.A.R .T .  way to  wr i te  management ' s  goals  and object ives”  in  the 
Management Rev iew.  The fast  adapted  management idea for  
managers  also had  an in f luence on urban i s sues  and p lann ing 
methods as  i t  became mo re  and more  important  to  have  “ ideal”  
management  pr inc ip les  that  would be S .M.A.R .T :   

•  “Speci f ic  –  target  a  speci f ic  area for  improvement .  

•  Measurable –  quant i fy  o r  at  least  suggest  an ind icator  of  
progress .  

•  Ass ignable –  speci fy  who wi l l  do i t .  

•  Real i s t ic  –  s tate what  resu l t s  can rea l i s t ica l ly  be achieved,  
given avai lab le  resources .  

•  T ime - re lated –  speci fy  when the resu l t ( s )  can be achieved.”  
(ht tps ://en.w ik ipedia.org/wik i/SMART_cr i te r ia)  

In  other  words :  in te l l igent ,  manageable ,  focused,  rea l i s t ic  and t ime 
bound .  
 
As a fast  g rowing c i ty ,  M i l ton Keynes  has  at  least  the commitment  
of  becoming a “smart”  c i ty  th rough i t s  in i t ia t ive ca l led MK:Smart .  A  
col laborat ion of  local  government ,  bus iness ,  academia and 3 r d  
part  sector  o rganizat ions ,  who are focus ing on energy use,  water  
use and t ransportat ion to  become more susta inable  whi l s t  
promot ing  economic growth.  
 
To rea l i ze  a susta inable future  a MK Data Hub  which sha l l  support  
the management of  a  huge data co l lect ion that  i s  re levant  to  the 
ci ty  sys tem, such as  energy,  water  consumpt ion,  t ransport  and 
data acqui red th rough sate l l i te  technology,  soc ia l  and economic 
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data sets  and crowed - sourced  data f rom soc ia l  media or  speci f ic  
appl icat ions  on smart  phones ,  was bu i l t .  
“The MK:Smart  in i t ia t ive has  two aspects  wh ich extend our  
unders tanding of  how Smart  C i t ies  shou ld operate.  The f i r s t ,  Our  
MK, i s  a  scheme for  promot ing c i t i zen - led sus ta inabi l i ty  i s sues  in  the 
ci ty .  The scheme prov ides  fund ing and support  to  engage wi th  
ci t i zens  and he lp tu rn  the i r  ideas  around susta inabi l i ty  in to a 
rea l i ty .  The second aspect  i s  in  prov id ing c i t i zens  w i th  the sk i l l s  to  
operate ef fect ive ly  in  a  Smart  C i ty .  The Urban Data school  i s  an 
onl ine p lat form to  teach school  s tudents  about  data sk i l l s ,  whi le  
the pro ject  has  a l so  produced a MOOC to in form c i t i zens  about  
what a Smart  C i ty  i s  (ht tps ://en.w ik ipedia.org/wik i/Mi l ton_Keynes) .  

 
One can assume that  i t s  because of  i t s  modern approach of  
plann ing a c i ty  based on soc ia l l y  or ientated,  se l f - suf f ic ient  and 
gr id -or ientated p lann ing pr inc ip les  or  jus t  because  i t ' s  a  town 
planned on “untouched” so i l  o f  fa rm lands ,  so  as  a lways  dreamt by 
the modern i s t ,  a  s tar t  f rom scratch?  
 
Already in  i t s  beginn ings ,  Mi l ton Keynes  was keen on look ing ahead 
and open to  innovat ive and new ideas.  The f i r s t  so lar  house of  
Uni ted K ingdom for  ins tance was bu i l t  in  M i l ton Keynes  in  1972 as  
part  of  MK’s  Energy Wor ld  exh ib i t ion  (Urban Des ign Groupe 2007:  
44) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  

27 :  T h e  F i r s t  S o l a r  H o u s e  i n  M K ,  
MKDC - A r c h i t e c t s  
D e p a r t m e n t , 1 9 7 2 ,  P h o t o  t a k e n  i n  

1977   [26]  

 

 

 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 

                                                             
26h t tp s : / /www.a rch i tec tu re .com/ image - l i b ra r y /R I BAp i x / image -
i n fo rmat ion/pos te r / so la r -house -b radv i l l e -mi l ton -keynes -
buck inghamsh i re /pos te r id /R I BA63968 .h tm l  
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I t  cou ld be of  log ica l  consequence to  s imply  assume that  Mi l ton 
Keynes  ci ty  p lan ,  which i s  based on a gr id  sys tem  makes the c i ty  
smart .  That  i s  because empir ica l ly  i t  i s  eas ie r  to  fo l low gr id  sys tems  
than a labyr in th  old c i ty  p lan.  
Also for  in f ras t ructura l  and  const ruct ion purposes  one could guess  
that  i t  i s  ea s ie r  and more ef fect ive to  bu i ld  or  p lan upon a gr id .  
 
Thus ,  the road gr id  of  MK was very  much concerned and focused 
on how the inhabi tant  of  MK would exper ience i t s  c i ty  f rom the 
car ,  as  the growing enthus iasm for  motor i zat ion  s ince i t s  invent ion  
has made  people  to  be f lex ib le  and mobi le .   
 
Apparent ly  no other  c i ty  of  Eng land has  such an “extens ive and 
dominant  road sys tem. A longs ide the roads on th i s  g r id ,  moreover ,  
but  bur ied  in  the earth ,  a  cabl ing sys tem was la id ,  to  enable Mi l ton 
Keynes  to  become,  and here i s  another  Amer ican term,  a  ‘w i red 
ci ty’ ,  a  computer i zed  new town wi th in  the g lobal  v i l lage.   Ins tant  
contact  w i th  people,  near  and far ,  was  a l so  essent ia l  to  the v i s ion 
of  the p lanners .”  (C lapson,  M.  2005:  2)  
 
 
 

 
 
28 :  R o a d  G r i d  P l a n t i n g  P o l i c y  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s  [27]  

 

 
The att ract iveness  of  M i l ton Keynes  f rom the perspect ive of  the 21 s t  
century ,  i s  to  be mobi le  as  a  s ing le  person at  any t ime  and  i t s  
v i s ion for  be ing a ‘w i red c i ty ’ .  Th i s  ‘w i red c i ty ’ ,  which i s  connected 
with  the wor ld  th rough i t s  extens ive network ing -  could be a t rue 
des i rab le  post -modern c i ty ,  assuming I  have a l l  the everyday 
fac i l i t ies  w i th in  a  walk -abele d i s tance of  1 -2 km,  rather  than 
th rough i t s  road gr ids  that  enables  you to  be mobi le ,  any t ime you 
want to ,  as  a  s ing le  person.  
 
I t  has  to  be awaited i f  the h igh dens i ty  deve lopment  s t rategy  that  
i s  conta ined in  the  message of  M i l ton Keynes  Partnersh ip’s  (MKP)  
key document ‘A St rategy for  Growth to  2031‘ ,  which  i s  o f  p lace -
making opportun i t ies ,  w i l l  become in  the future  a smart  rea l i ty  
(Urban Des ign Groupe 2007:  36) .  
                                                             
27 D e r e k  W a l k e r :  T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P l a n n i n g  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
P r e s s  L t d ,  L o n d o n . 1 9 8 2 ,  p . 7  
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I t s  aim  i s  to  enhance the dens i ty  w i th in  the ex i s t ing c i ty  s t ructures .  
That  means log ica l ly ,  the ra i se  of  in f ras t ructura l  fac i l i t ies  and c i ty  
serv ices .   
Now the quest ion i s  whether  i t  i s  by  chance to  choose a c i ty  l i ke  
Mi l ton Keynes  as  a  Smart  C i ty  not ion because i t  i s  based on 
pr inc ip les  and concepts  phys ica l ly  and theoret ica l ly  of  modern 
urban p lann ing and des ign  pr inc ip les ,  or  i s  i t  by  pol i t ica l  purpose 
to  create the reg ional  “Hub” yet  on the way to  become a  Smart  
C i ty  th rough i t s  d ig i ta l i zat ion process  in  the admin i s t rat ive and 
sc ient i f ic  f ie lds?  
 
In  the fo l lowing chapters  Kabul  New City ,  a  v i s ionary  master  
plann ing for  the new part  of  ex i s t ing Kabul  c i ty  as  the capi ta l  o f  
Afghanis tan,  w i l l  be exp la ined and analyzed  accord ing i t s  
his tor ica l ,  pol i t ica l  and t rad i t iona l  context  and why th i s  v i s ion 
could not  be rea l i zed in  that  sca le  and wi th in  i t s  po l i t ica l  and 
geographica l  as wel l  as  soc ia l  context .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOME -  DOCTORAL SCHOOL -  2015 -  2017  

 48  

2 KABUL OLD C ITY – THE BEGINNINGS 
 
Old Kabul  C i ty  was and s t i l l  i s  a  typ ica l  t rade c i ty  s ince centur ies ,  
though i t  i s  s i tuated in  an mounta inous  and deser ted count ry :  
Afghanis tan.   
 
Only  few areas  of  Afghanis tan  are f ru i t fu l  and thus  l i vab le  and 
have potent ia l s  fo r  g rowing as  u rban areas .   
Urban c i t ies  were and are:  Kabul ,  Heart ,  Mazar -e -Shar i f ,  Kandahar  
and Ja la labad  (Habib,  N.  1987:  68) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29 :  K a b u l  C i t y  a n d  a r e a s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  i nc lud ing  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  a r e a  o f  D a s h l i  

C i t y  –  F r o m  M a z a r i  Sha r i f  f u r t h e r  u p  t o  t h e  N o r t h -Wes t  a n d  G h a z n i  t o  t h e  S o u t h  [28]  
 
 
The “urban” cradles  of  Afghanis tan dates  back to  about  7500 BC,  
the f i r s t  “organized” c i ty  as  v i s ib le  in  the p ictures  be low ,  which 
shows the format ion of  a  c i ty ,  ca l led Dash l i ,  may could be dated 
back between  1700 to  2500 BC,  archaeolog ica l  f ind ings  have 
proven .   
 
I t  i s  a l so  be l ieved that  farming communit ies  in  the area were 
among the ear l ies t  in  the wor ld .   

                                                             
28 h t tp : / /www.eve rycu l tu re .com/A -Bo/A fghan i s tan .h tm l  
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30 :  A n c i e n t  C i t i e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P a r t  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  [ 29]  

 
Those “urban” cradles  and c i t ies ,  wh ich cou ld cont inuous ly  su rv ive 
th rough centur ies  of  po l i t ica l  changes and war  per iods ,  were those 
ci t ies  that  are by the i r  geographica l  and natura l  c l imate 
condi t ions  l ivab le  and thu s  favored  by the populat ion.   
 

 
 

31 :  T h e  S i l k  R o a d [30]  

 

 

                                                             
29 T a k e n  f r o m  p o w e r  p o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  M r  F r a n k  D o n d t ,  U r b a n  P l a n n e r  a t  U N -
H a b i t a t ,  K a b u l  
30 h t tp : / / facu l t y .wash ing ton .edu/dwaugh/h i s t 225 /05h i s t 225 sy l . h tm l  
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Other  c i t ies  such as  Ba lkh ,  one major  c i ty  a long the S i lk  Road 
with in  modern -day  Afghanis tan,  which  i s  not  so  far  f rom Dash ly ,  

bas ica l ly  d i sappeared f rom the map s ince i t s  dest ruct ion by 
Genghis  Khan in  the 13 t h  century  A.D.  Ba lkh has not  been 
f lour i sh ing ever  s ince  (Habib,  N.  1987:  22) .  

Dur ing the t imes of  Ghaznav id,  Ghur id ,  and T imur id  eras ,  the reg ion 
produced many f ine I s lamic arch i tectura l  monuments ,  such as  the 
outs tanding mosques ,  l i ke  the Heart  mosque wi th  i t s  f ine ceramic 
facades and arched openings .   
Also numerous  sc ient i f ic  and l i te rary  works  were produced dur ing 
those t imes by Ja la l -ud -Din Muhammad Rumi  and Ibn -S ina 
(Av icenna) .   
 
Afghanis tan was one of  the main  Mu s l im centers  dur ing the so 
cal led the “Golden Age of  I s lam”.  

Unfor tunate ly ,  Ghazn i  C i ty ,  f rom the Ghaznav ids  Dynasty  of  the 11 t h  
and 12 t h  century  A.D. ,  has decl ined s im i la r ly  to  Ba lkh to  a 
prov inc ia l  c i ty  and cou ld not  ga in  back h i s  fo rmer  prosper i ty  t i l l  
todays  t ime.  
 
 
 32 :  M o s q u e  o f  H e a r t ,  A f g h a n i s t a n  
[ 31]  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I t  tu rned  out  th rough centur ies  that  Kabul  would become a 
favored  and growing c i ty  -  the most  dense and att ract ive urban 
center  of  Afghanis tan t i l l  today and not  on ly  loved by Babur .  
 
The  reason for  i t s  at t ract iveness  may be the  s t rateg ic  locat ion 
along the S i l k  Road ,  wh ich  connected i t  to  the cu l tu res  of  the 
Middle Eas t  and other  parts  o f  As ia .  A  “ s t rateg ic  corr idor”  fo r  t rade 
between East  and West .  
 
 

                                                             
31 h t tp : / /www.a fghanc l i c k .com/a fghan i s tan/  
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Other  reason may lay  in  h i s  landscape beauty :  mounta ins ,  a  r iver  
and marsh lands  on he ight  of  1 ,791m f rom sea leve l .  
 
Or maybe i t s  cul tu re  to  be an “open c i ty”  w i th  a  touch  of  
cosmopol i tan sphere,  where people at  least  s t i l l  t ry  to  be to le rant  
and l ive s ide by s ide.  
 
 
I t  a l so  cou ld be the c l imate:  Kabul  has  a  semi -ar id  c l imate w i th  
precip i tat ion concentrated in  the w inter  (a lmost  exc lus ive ly  fa l l ing 
as snow) and spr ing months .  
 
Temperatures  are  re lat ive ly  cool  compared to  the much of  
Southwest  As ia ,  main ly  due to  the h igh e levat ion of  the c i ty .  
Summer has  very  low humid i ty ,  p rov id ing re l ie f  f rom the heat .  
Autumn features  warm afternoons  and sharp ly  cooler  even ings .  
Winte r s  a re  co ld,  w i th  a  January  dai ly  average of  −2.3  °C.  Spr ing i s  
the wettest  t ime of  the year ,  though temperatures  are  genera l ly  
amiable.  Sunny condi t ions  dominate year - round.  The annual  mean 
temperature i s  12 .1  °C.   
 
Because of  i t s  amiable  c l imate and i t s  mounta inous  landscape,  
people would say i t  cou ld have had become the “Swiss  of  As ia” .  
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2.1 H ISTORY OF KABUL OLD CITY 
 
Kabul ’ s  ex i s tence  of  today dates  back to  Older  Kabul ,  wh ich i s  
over  3 ,500 years  o ld .  I t  i s  be l ieved that  the “Kuban  River”  
ment ioned in  the R ig -Veda refers  to  the Kabul  R iver .  The name 
“Kubha” or  “Kohba” der ives  f rom meaning “ fu l l  o f  water” .  Th i s  
name was g iven apparent ly  be the t rave l l ing t r ibes  to  the r iver  
(Bü rkner ,  C.  1972:  61) .   

 
Pto lemy (Claudius  Pto lemy ;  c.  AD 100 –  c.   170)  was a Greco -
Egypt ian wr i te r  of  A lexandr ia  and known as  a  mathemat ic ian,  
ast ronomer,  geographer ,  as t ro loger ,  and poet  of  a  s ing le  epigram 
in  the Greek Antho logy .  He  speaks  of  Kabura  as the c i ty  in  the 2nd  
century  A.D. ,  the capi ta l  c i ty  and of  i t s  inhabi tants  the “Kabol i tae” 
on the “Kophen R iver” ,  which  re fers  to  the Kabul  r iver  (Habib,  N.  
1987:  77) .  

 
Many empi res ,  such as  A lexander  the Great ,  have cont ro l led the 
ci ty  because of  i t s  s t rateg ic  locat ion a long the t rade routes  of  
South and Centra l  As ia.   
 
The I s lamizat ion took f i r s t  p lace in  about  642 AD,  at  a  t ime when 
Kabul  was  independent  but  fa i led.  In  one of  the expedit ions  to  
I s lamize the reg ion,  Abdur  Rahman b in  Samana ar r ived to  Kabul  
f rom Zaran j  in  the late  600’s  and managed to convert  12,000 local  
inhabi tants  to  I s lam before abandoning the c i ty .   
 
In  870 Ya 'qub b in  La i th  known as  -Saf far  of  Zaran j  conquered Kabul  
and establ i shed the f i r s t  I s lamic dynasty  in  the reg ion.  I t  was  
reported that  the ru le rs  o f  Kabul  were Mus l ims  w i th  non -  Mus l ims  
l i v ing c lose by.  
“T rave lers  unanimous ly  po inted out  the genera l  atmosphere of  
re l ig ious  to le rance “to  a degree that  was rare ly  seen in  a  Mus l im 
country ,”  as  wel l  as  the c iv i l i ty  in  re lat ions  between d i f fe rent  
groups,  w i th  no pre jud ice and no sor t  o f  fanat ic i sm.”  [32]  

 
“Kábul  has  a  cast le  ce lebrated for  i t s  s t rength,  access ib le  on ly  by 
one road.  In  i t  there are Musu lmáns,  and i t  has  a  town,  in  which 
are in f ide ls  f rom H ind.”  - I s tahkr í ,  921  AD [33]  

Even Kabul  i s  rather  a  landlocked c i ty  i t  got  a  wel l  funct ion ing 
t rade t rad i t ion w i th in  i t s  reg ion and especia l ly  as  the S i l k  Road was 
pass ing th rough the count ry  centur ies  back .   
The t rade brought  a  lot  of  nove l t ies  and exchanges in  sc ience and 
cul tu re  in  that  reg ion.  But  a l so  the invaders ,  such as  A lexande r  the 
Great  whose po l i t ica l  ideo logy was rather  in tegrat ion than 
dest roy ing,  le f t  a  great  mark  w i th in  the count r ies  h i s to ry .  

                                                             
32 h t tp : / /www. i ran icaon l i ne .o rg/a r t i c le s / kabu l - i i -h i s to r i ca l -geog raphy  
33 h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l?o ld id=680831661  
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I t  i s  sa id  that  Kabul  funct ioned as  a  commerc ia l l y  important  area  
also th rough the medieval  per iod .  The Mus l im geographer  Ya’qubi  
was ment ion ing in  h i s  book K i tab a l -Budan Kabul :  “Already in  the 
9th century ,  Ya’qubi  (Boldán,  p .  291 ;  t r .  W iet ,  p .  106)  noted that  i t  
was f requented by merchants ,  who exported f rom there a reg ional  
specia l ty—myrobalan (ahl i la j) ,  a  k ind of  condiment  made of  f ru i t s  
and dr ied gra ins ,  wh ich was ast r ingent  and much used in  Mus l im 
medic ine.”  [ 34]  

In  the 10 t h  century ,  the descr ipt ion prov ided by the Mus l im 
chron ic le r  and geographer  Abdul -Qas im Ibn Hawqal  in  h i s  book 
Surat -al -Ard 	   ( Ibn Hawqal ,  t r .  J .H .  Kramers  (2014 ) :  435 -36)  presents  i t  
as a major  center  of  caravan routes  with  busy  markets  and 
warehouses .  Severa l   communit ies  coex i s ted and l ived s ide by s ide:  
“Mus l ims ,  Jews,  and H indus  l ived in  the i r  separate quarters  in  the 
suburbs ,  wh i le  on ly  Mus l ims  l ived in  the c i ty  proper .  The c i ty  was 
also the center  of  a  text i le  indust ry  producing cotton fabr ics  and 
expens ive handkerch iefs  and scarves  that  were exported to  S ind 
and to Khorasan and as  far  as  Ch ina.  Th i s  r ich,  indust r ious  c i ty  may  
have been part  of  the for ty - four  most  important  c i t ies  of  the Mus l im 
wor ld  (Miquel ,  IV ,  p .  204) .”  [ 35]  

 

 

33 :  K a b u l  f r o m  
t h e  S o u t h ,  ~  

1956  [ 36]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
34 h t tp : / /www. i ran icaon l i ne .o rg /a r t i c le s / kabu l - i i -h i s to r i ca l -geog raphy   
35 I b id   
36 ( K r a u s e ,  W .   1 9 5 7 :  2 0 )  
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In  the 12 t h  century  the Mongol ’ s  invaded Afghanis tan  and  they 
passed in  hordes  th rough the ent i re  land  as wel l  as  Kabul  and 
mass ive ly  dest royed the area s  and c i t ies .   
 
 
 

34 :  G e n g h i s  K h a n  a n d  H i s  A r m y -  

M i n i a t u r e ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  B e i j i n g  [37]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Many nat ives  of  Afghanis tan f led to  Ind ia  because of  the Mongol ’ s  
and Tar tar ’ s  b ruta l i ty ,  where some of  them establ i shed dynast ies  in  
Delh i .   
Mongol  ru le  cont inued wi th  the I l khanate in  the northwest  wh i le  
the Kh i l j i  dynasty  admin i s te red the Afghan t r iba l  a reas  south of  the 
Hindukush unt i l  the invas ion of  T imur ,  who establ i shed the T imur id  
dynasty  in  1370.  
 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G e n g h i s  K h a n  [ 38]            S u l t a n  A . Q .  K h i l i d j i  [ 39]      S . M .  T i m u r  S h a h  [40]  

                                                             
37 h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch  
 
39 ( ib id )  
40 ( ib id )  
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Fo l lowing the era of  the Kh i l j i  dynasty  in  1333,  the famous 
Moroccan scholar  Ibn Battuta was v i s i t ing Kabul  and wrote:  
 
“We t rave l led on to  Kabul ,  fo rmer ly  a  vast  town,  the s i te  of  wh ich i s  
now occupied by a v i l lage inhabi ted by a t r ibe of  Pers ians  ca l led 
Afghans .  They ho ld mounta ins  and def i les  and possess  
cons iderable  s t rength,  and are most ly  h ighwaymen.  The i r  p r inc ipa l  
mounta in  i s  ca l led Kuh Su layman.”  ( Ibn Battuta,  1304–1369 AD )  [ 41]  
 

In  the 14 t h  century ,  Kabul  became a major  t rad ing cen te r  under  
the k ingdom of  T imur ,  who created the T imur id  dynasty  in  1370.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35 :  Bagh - e  B a b u r ,  K a b u l ,  2 0 0 9 .  C o u r t e s y :  A g a  K h a n  T r u s t  f o r  C u l t u r e .  I m a g e :  

C h r i s t i a n  R i c h t e r s [ 42]  

 
Kabul  ga ined h i s  major  beauty  and respect  dur ing Babur  Shah ’ s  
t imes,  af ter  the ci ty  fe l l  to  him in  1504.  He  declared i t  as  his  
headquarters ,  wh ich became one of  the pr inc ipa l  c i t ies  of  h i s  la ter  
Mughal  Empi re .  In  1525,  Babur  descr ibed Kabul i s tan  (  in  the 
meaning of  the p rov ince,  inc lud ing Kabul  c i ty)  in  h i s  memoi r s  by  
wr i t ing the fo l lowing :  
 

                                                             
41 h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l?o ld id=680831661  
42 h t tp : / /d13 .documenta .de/#/venues /venues /kabu l -bamiyan/  
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“ In  the count ry  of  Kabul  there are  many and var ious  t r ibes .  Tu rk s ,  
Aimaks ,  and Arabs  inhabi t  i t s  va l leys  and p la ins .  In  the c i ty  and the 
greater  part  o f  the v i l lages ,  the populat ion cons i s t s  o f  Ta j i k s   
(ca l led "Sar t s  "by  Babur) .  Pasha i s ,  Parachis ,  Ta j i k s ,  Berek i s ,  and 
Afghans  occupy many others  of  the v i l lages  and d is t r ic ts .  In  the h i l l  
country  to  the west ,  res ide the Hazā ras  and Nukder i s .   
Among the Haza ra  and Nukder i  t r ibes  there are some who speak 
the Moghul  language.  In  the h i l l -country  to  the northeast  l ies  
Kafer i s tan,  such as  Kattor  and Gebrek.  To  the south i s  Afghanis tan  
. . .  There are many d i f fe rent  languages spoken in  Kabul :  Arabic ,  
Pers ian,  Tu rk i ,  Moghul i ,  H ind i ,  Afghani ,  Pashai ,  Parachi ,  Geber i ,  
Berek i ,  and Lamghani . . . . ”  (Baburnama 1525) .  [ 43]  
Mirza Muhammad Haidar  Dughlat ,  a  poet  f rom H industan who 
v i s i ted at  that  t ime Kabul ,  wrote:  “D ine and dr ink  in  Kabul :  i t  i s  
mounta in ,  deser t ,  c i ty ,  r iver  and a l l  e l se .”    
 
I t  was  f rom here that  Babur  began h i s  1526 conquest  of  H industan,  
which was ru led by the Afghan Lodi  dynasty  and began eas t  o f  the 
Indus  R iver  in  what  i s  p resent -day Pak i s tan.  Babur  loved Kabul  due 
to  the fact  that  he l ived in  i t  fo r  20  years  and the people were 
loya l  to  h im,  inc lud ing i t s  weather ,  wh ich he apprec iated .  H i s  w ish  
to  be bur ied in  Kabul  was f ina l ly  g ranted.   
 
The inscr ipt ion on h i s  tomb conta ins  the famous Pers ian couplet ,  
which s tates :   
 
ااسستت!“ ممییننوو  هه ااسستت  ممیینن  هه وو  , ااسستت  ممیینن  هه ااسستت  ززممیینن  رروویی  ”ااگگررففررددووسس   
 
( I f  there i s  a  paradise  on earth ,  i t  i s  th i s ,  i t  i s  th i s ,  i t  i s  th i s ! )  [ 44]  

 

 

36 :  H u m a y u n  w i t h  h i s  
f a t h e r  B a b u r ,  e m p e r o r s  
o f  t h e  M u g h a l  E m p i r e  

14 t h  ce n t u r y  [ 45]  
 
 
 

                                                             
43 h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l?o ld id=680831661  
44 h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l?o ld id=680831661  
45 I b id  
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37 :  M u r a d  K h a n a -  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  o l d  P a r t  i n  K a b u l  2 0 1 5 ,  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  

r e a l i z e d  b y  a n  C a n a d i a n - B r i t i s h  c o o p e r a t i o n  [46]   
 

 
 
38 :  B a l a  H e s a r  C i t a d e l  i n  t h e  S o u t h  o f  K a b u l  ( P h o t o  p o s s i b l e  f r o m  1 8 7 9  b e f o r e  t h e  

B r i t i s h  p u t  i t  d o w n  i n t o  r u i n s )  [ 47]  

                                                             
46 Image  b y  t h e  A u t h o r  
47 h t tp : / /de .mob i l y t r i p .com/gu ide/a fghan i s tan/kabu l  
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2.2 C ITY STRUCTURE OF KABUL OLD CITY 
 
The s t ructure  of  Kabu l  o ld  C i ty  i s  s im i la r  to  many other  fo r t i f ied ci ty  
s t ructure s  of  medieval  European c i t ies ,  such as  London  or  Munich.  
As London had i t s  Tower  of  London,  Kabul  had i t s  Ba la  Hesar   
(meaning :  “h igh p lace” ) .  P to lemy  speaks  of  Kabura as the capi ta l  
ci ty  of  the “Kabol i tae” ,  the inhabi tants  of  Kabul  and “Ortospana”  
as the urban reg ion or  townsh ip .   
 
The f i r s t  ment ion ing in  the  pre -Chr i s t ian and o ld  Ind ian language 
Sanskr i t ,  a re  refer r ing to  Kabul  as  Urddhasthana,  which means 
“h igh c i ty”  and the f i r s t  Ch inese geographers  were naming Kabul  
as “Pur taspana (Pur ta  means h igh in  Pashto)  as  i t s  f i r s t  ind icat ions  
fo r  the for t i f icat ion of  Ba la  Hesar  (Ba lah -e -Sar  in  Dar i  meaning:  
‘over  the head’)  (Habib,  N.  1987:  77) .  
 
The wal l s  o f  th i s  fo r t i f icat ion were cover ing an area of  ~  5km2 and 
we re  as  long as  ~  3 ,5  km,  bu i l t  a long the mounta in  chains  of  Kuh -
Asmai  in  the West  down to  the Kabul  r iver  and up to  the Kuh -e -
Sher -Darwaza towards  the East  to  Ba lah -e -Sar .  The wal l  was  in  
average 6m h igh and 3m wide  and hav ing towers  on each 
s t rateg ica l ly  important  corners  and being  bui l t  out  of  rammed c lay  
(Habib,  N.  1987:  77/78) .  
 

 

 
 
39 :  T h e  s o u t h - e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l o w e r  B a l ah -e -Sa r  i n  1 8 7 9 , [ B e n g a l  S a p p e r s  &  

M i n e r s ;  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R E ]  [ 48]  

                                                             
48 B r i g a d i e r  C W  W o o d b u r n :  T h e  B a l a  H i s s a r  o f  K a b u l  R e v e a l i n g  a  f o r t r e s s - p a l a c e  
i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l  P a p e r  N r  1 .  2 0 0 9 ,  
p .  2 5  
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S im i la r  to  many medieval  ci t ies  i t  also had  severa l  c i ty  gates ,  
namely :  

 
Darwaz -e Lahor i ,  (a l so  ca l led  Shah Shaid) -  the ‘Gate of  Lahore ’ ,   
Darwaza Naqqara Khana,  (a l so  ca l led ‘C i ty  Gate’)  
Darwaza Kash i  
 
These gates  were main ly  doors  leading  to  the core of  the Ba lah -e -
Sar .  F rom the se  gates  the c i ty  s tar ted to  expand into the four  
card ina l  d i rect ions ,  which  were later  taken over  fo r  the extens ions  
of  the major  commerc ia l  roads  and other  accesses .  
 
The c i ty  has  s t i l l  four  so -cal led doors  to  the d i f fe rent  connected 
main c i t ies ,  such as  Kandahar ,  Herat  and Mazar -e Shar i f  and 
Ja la labad v ia  a ci rcu lar  road that  s t retches  across  todays  
Afghanis tan  ( the AH76 h ighway ) .    
 
The c i ty  of  Old Kabul  also had severa l  quarters  (Gozar)  of  d i f fe rent  
handcrafts  and t rades  (Bazar)  such as :   
 
Shorbazar ,  one of  the e ldest  Bazars  and l iv ing quarters ,   
Gozar -e -Kharabad -  the Mus ic ians  quarter  (dest royed dur ing the 
Ta l iban t ime  (Wl lemsen,  R .  2006:  41)   
Gozar -e -Ku la l i -  the Pottery  quarter ,   
Gozar -e -Chendawal -  the Chendawal  quarter .   
 
There were a l so  some product ion quarters .  These were :   
 
Gozar -e Ahangar i -  the Stee l  quarter ,   
Bazar -e -Sara j i -  the Leather  quarter ,   
Bazar -e -  Mezgaran -  the Cupper  quarter ,   
Gozar -e -Tandursaz i -  the Oven quarter ,  the  
Gozar -e -Shanasaz i -  the Come Makers  quarter ,   
Gozar -e -Sangtarash i -  the Stonemason quarter ,   
Gozar -e -Te lha -  the Oi l  Makers  quarter ,   
Gozar -e Kafshduz i -  the Shoemakers  quarter  ( th i s  handcraft  i s  tota l ly  
fo rgotten and dest royed after  the 2nd  WW and because of  
indust r ia l i zat ion ) ,  and  
Gozar -e -  Shamsaz i -  the Candle Makers  quarter .   
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40 :  Ba lah -e - S a r  a n d  C i t y  o f  K a b u l  f r o m  t h e  U p p e r  P a r t  o f  t h e  C i t a d e l .  P l a t e  2 0  o f  

A t k i n s o n ’ s  A f g h a n i s t a n , [ I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R E ]  [49]  

 

 
 
41 : ” C i t y  o f  K a b u l  a n d  A s m a i  H i l l  f r o m  U p p e r  B a l ah -e -Sa r ”  ( F . B .  L o n g e ,  1 8 8 0 ) .  

[ I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R E ]  [50]  

                                                             
49 A t k i n s o n ,  J . A . ,  S k e c h e s  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  L i t h o g r a p h e d  b y  L o u i s  a n d  C h a r l e s  
H a g h e ,  L o n d o n ,  ( 1 8 4 0 s ) .  R a t t r a y , J a m e s ,  A f g h a u n i s t a n :  S c e n e r y ,  I n h a b i t a n t s  &  
C o s t u m e s ,  f r o m  d r a w i n g s  m a d e  o n  t h e  s p o t ,  L o n d o n ,  1 8 4 7 .  
50 B r i g a d i e r  C W  W o o d b u r n :  T h e  B a l a  H i s s a r  o f  K a b u l  R e v e a l i n g  a  f o r t r e s s - p a l a c e  
i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l  P a p e r  N r  1 .  2 0 0 9 ,  
p .  4 1  
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42 :  P a r t  o f  t h e  L o w e r  B a l ah -e -Sa r  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  K a b u l  f r o m  t h e  U p p e r  B a l a  H i s s a r  

i n  1 8 7 9 .  [ B e n g a l  S a p p e r s  &  M i n e r s ;  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R E ]  [51]  

 
Kabul  i s  sa id  to  have had p lenty  other  quarters  being dwelt ,  wh ich  
can unfor tunate ly  not  be proven up to  date .  [ 52]  

 
S ince 1776 ,  Kabul  was declared as  the Capita l  by ci ty  K ing T imur  
Shah of  the Duran i  Shah dynasty  who t ransfer red i t  f rom Kandahar .   
 
“As the new capi ta l ,  Kabul  cont inued to  develop th roughout  the 
las t  two decades of  the 18 t h  century  under  the re ign of  T imur  Shah 
and especia l ly  h i s  son Shah Zaman (1793 -1800) .  The c i ty  then 
remained more or  les s  unchanged for  most  of  the 19 t h  century  
under  the f i r s t  o f  the Mohammadzay ru le rs .  The populat ion grew 
cons iderably  and was est imated at  60,000 in  the 1830s  (Masson,  I I ,  
p.  55)  and 140,700 in  1876 (Gazetteer ,  p .  230) .”  [53]  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
51 B r i g a d i e r  C W  W o o d b u r n :  T h e  B a l a  H i s s a r  o f  K a b u l  R e v e a l i n g  a  f o r t r e s s - p a l a c e  
i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l  P a p e r  N r  1 .  2 0 0 9 ,  
p .  2 4  
52 N j i b u l l a h  H a b i b ,  S t a d t p l a n u n g ,  A r c h i t e k t u r  u n d  B a u p o l i t i k  i n  A f g h a n s i t a n ,  
S t u d i e n v e r l a g  D r .  N .  B r o c k m e y e r ,  B o c h u m ,  1 9 8 7 ,  p .  8 0   
53 h t tp : / /www. i ran icaon l i ne .o rg/a r t i c le s / kabu l - i i i -h i s to r y  
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S ince the 19 t h  century ,  onwards  many c i ty  plann ing s ,  re forms and 
damages were being done by d i f fe rent  ru le rs  and pol i t ica l  powers .  

The greater  u rbanizat ion of  Kabul  in  modern t imes commenced at  
the Old Town in  D is t r ic t  1  in  the range of  400ha in  1916.  

 

 
43 :  S e c o n d  A n g l o - A f g h a n  W a r ,  

1878 -1880  [ 54]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dur ing  these modern t imes  of  Afghanis tan ,  the count ry  i t se l f  and  
Kabul  remained  a batt le f ie ld  between d i f fe rent  po l i t ica l  powers .  
Foremost  dur ing the  buffer  s tate in  the "Great  Game" between 
Br i t i sh  Ind ia and the Russ ian Empi re ,  Afghanis tan was pol i t ica l l y ,  
cul tu ra l ly  and soc ia l ly  i so lated.  
 
In  1879 the for t i f icat ion of  Ba lh -e -Sar  wa s  dest royed by the Br i t i sh .  
When Abdorrahman Khan was p laced as  the ru le r  over  Afghanis tan 
by the B r i t i sh  in  1880,  Kabul  became more a po l i t ica l  power  center .  
 
The Br i t i sh  f inanced dur ing th i s  per iod  many c i ty  extens ions  of  
Kabul  and int roduced modern taxa t ion sys tems.  
For  ins tance ,  the f i r s t  government  d i s t r ic t  was bu i l t  dur ing 
Abdorrahman Khan’s  ru l ing,  which a l so  inc luded  the const ruct ion 
of  the ‘Arg ’ -  the K ings  Palace in  1888.  The bu i ld ing des ign and 
const ruct ion were in  V ictor ian  Sty le  and bu i l t  by  the  Br i t i sh  (Habib,  
N. 1987:  93) .  
 
Many other  bu i ld ings  in  a  V ictor ian Sty le  or  mixed wi th  Or ienta l  and 
European Sty le  arch i tecture and forms were bu i l t  at  that  t ime.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
54 h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=K ing+amanu l lah  
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44 :  C i t y  o f  K a b u l  w i t h  
i t s  3 0  Q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  
B e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e   
20 t h  Centau ry  [ 55]   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
    
    
  
    

  
   
45 :  C i t y  o f  K a b u l  
d iv ided  i n t o  1 0  
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
B e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  7 0 t h  
[ 56]   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                             
55 H a b i b ,  N .  1 9 8 7 :  92  
56 I b id .  
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4 6 :  K a b u l ,  1 9 1 6 .  A f t e r  N i e d e r m a y e r ;  r e p r .  H a h n ,  1 9 6 4 ,  p .  2 4 .  C o u r t e s y  o f  t h e   

Au t h o r .  C o u r t e s y  o f  B u t l e r  L i b r a r y ,  C o l u m b i a  L i b r a r y  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  [57]  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 7 :  A r g ,  t h e  K i n g s  P a l a c e  a n d  t h e  R e s i d e n c e  o f  T o d a y s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n   

i n  2 0 1 6 ,  I m a g e  t a k e n  b y  A u t h o r  [ 58]  

                                                             
57 h t tp : / /www. i ran icaon l i ne .o rg/a r t i c le s / kabu l - i i -h i s to r i ca l -geog raphy  
58 I m a g e  b y  A u t h o r  
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The in tens ive B r i t i sh  in f luence was not  on ly  in  the bu i ld ing s ty les  but  
also po l i t ica l ly :  Afghanis tan’s  fo re ign po l icy  was ru led by the B r i t i sh  
and  cont inued unt i l  i t s  independency ,  when af ter  the Th i rd  Anglo -
Afghan War  and the s ign ing of  the T reaty  of  Rawalp ind i  in  1919,  
K ing Amanul lah Khan declared Afghanis tan a sovere ign and fu l ly  
independent  s tate  (Habib,  N.  1987:  27) .   
 
 

48 :  K i n g  A a m a n u l l a h  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  
i n  E n g l a n d ,  1 9 2 7 ( ? )  [59]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He moved to end h i s  count ry ' s  t rad i t iona l  i so lat ion by estab l i sh ing 
dip lomat ic  re lat ions  w i th  the in ternat ional  community  and,  
fo l lowing a 1927–28 tours  of  Europe and Turkey,  in t roduced severa l  
re forms in tended to  modern ize  h i s  nat ion.   
 
K ing Amanul lah Khan’s  father ly  love for  h i s  count ry  led h im to  
modern ize  Afghanis tan and of  course the capi ta l  Kabul  in  a  very  
Western  manner :  po l i t ica l ,  economical  and cu l tu ra l  re forms were 
re in forced.   
 
One of  h i s  c i ty  p lann ing reforms,  was the extens ion of  Kabul  
towards  the South -West ,  a round 11km f rom the o ld  c i ty  center .  
Th i s  new ax i s  ended wi th  a new K ing’s  palace ,  wh ich  would 
symbol i ze  the power  and the reform attempts ,  des igned and 
const ructed by a F rench -German cooperat ion on the late 20 t h  of  
the 20 t h  century .  
 

                                                             
59 h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=K ing+amanu l lah  
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49 :  P a l a c e  o f  K i n g  A a m a n u l l a h  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  i n  1 9 2 0 t h ,  I m a g e  p o s s i b l y  f r o m  7 0 t h -  

T o d a y  u n d e r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  b y  F e m a l e  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  A r c h i t e c t s  [ 60]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
60 h t tp : / /www. t r ipmondo .com/a fghan i s tan/kabu l /a f sha r -e -daru laman/  
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50 :  C i t y  Map  o f  K a b u l  w i t h  t h e  A x i s  t o w a r d s  S o u t h -Wes t ,  1 9 7 0 - 7 2  [61]  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
51 :  K a b u l  M a s t e r  P l a n  a s  i t  w a s  a p p r o v e d  i n  1 9 7 8  [ 62]  
                                                             
61 Caro la  Bü r k n e r ,  M a i ’ s  W e l t f ü h r e r  N r .  1 3 -  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  “ V o l k  u n d  H e i m a t ”  
V e r l a g ,  B u c h e n h a i n / München .  1 9 7 2  
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In  the  years  of  1940 to  1962,  the urbanizat ion has  been 
accelerated and the bu i l t -up area was extended to  68km 2 .  To 
manage the shape of  u rbanizat ion of  the Kabul  c i ty ,  th ree master  
plans  were formulated in  the past .   

The F i r s t  Master  P lan was prepared in  1962 by  Afghan experts  w i th  
the support  of  adv isors  f rom USSR ,  the former  Sov iet  Un ion .  The p lan 
expected 800,000 inhabi tants  in  the area of  23 ,780 ha wi th in  the 
t ime f rame of  25  years ,  though there were no accurate census  
made in  regard to  the s i ze  of  populat ion.   

The Second Master  P lan was prepared in  1970 w i th  the ass i s tance 
of  Sov iet  experts  and Un i ted Nat ions  Educat ional ,  Sc ient i f ic  and 
Cultu ra l  Organizat ion (UNESCO).  The p lan covered 29,900ha to  
accommodate 1 .416  mil l ion res idents .   

In  1972 the populat ion was ment ioned to  be 480,000  accord ing to  
a t rave lers  gu idebook .  (Bürkner ,  C.  1972 :  61)  

In  the late  70 t h   the populat ion cou ld be est imated up to  ~500,000.  

[ 63]  

Preparat ion of  the Th i rd  Master  P lan s tar ted in  1976,  and was 
approved in  1978.   

The p lan covered 32 ,330ha for  the populat ion of  two mi l l ion  
toward s  2002.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

52 :  V i s u a l  I m p r e s s i o n  o f  K a b u l  B u i l d i n g  S t y l e s  f r o m 1 9 7 0 ’ s  [64]  

                                                                                                                                                    
62 ( K a b u l  M u n i c i p a l i t y  S o u r c e ) :  D r a f t  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n  - P r o d u c t  o f  
T e c h n i c a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  f o r  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  
D e v e l o p m e n t  - S u b  P r o j e c t  f o r  R e v i s e  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n - ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p .  1 7  
63 h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l  
64 P i c t u r e  T a k e n  b y  A u t h o r  a t  K a b u l  M u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  2 0 1 6  
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The urbanizat ion cons iderably  proceeded in  the Mujahedin  per iod 
of  1992~1999.  The bu i l t -up area was expanded to  25 ,000ha in  1999  
by in formal  set t lements  and not  accord ing any pr io r  ment ioned 
master  p lans .   

In  1999,  a  specia l  decree was i s sued on the implementat ion of  the 
Kabul  Master  P lan,  wh ich inc luded changes to  the Th i rd  Master  
P lan.  These changes were proposed by the Head of  the 
Munic ipa l i ty ,  endorsed by the Counci l  o f  M in i s te rs  and approved 
by the Head of  the State.   

As there was a f luctuat ion of  populat ion and because of  the c iv i l  
wa r  between 1992 -1999,  no proper  census  cou ld be done in  regard 
to  the populat ion of  Kabul .  

Eventua l ly ,  a  decis ion was taken to  suspend the modi f ied Th i rd  
Master  P lan and to  look for  a  more respons ive and implementable 
plan for  Kabul  C i ty .   Th i s  Th i rd  Master  P lan  was the base for  the 
upcoming master  p lans  fo r  Kabul  Metropol i tan Area.  
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2.3 TODAY’S STATE OF KABUL OLD C ITY 
 
As a l ready ment ioned,  Kabul  i s  growing  rap id ly :  the populat ion 
growth and the expans ion of  the ter r i to ry  of  Kabul  i s  even more 
unstoppable s ince 2001,  when the Ta l iban reg ime was defeated.  
 
A census  taken in  1986,  the resu l t s  o f  wh ich were publ i shed in  the  
Kabul  New T imes  of  8  February  1987 (Grötzbach  1990  :199) ,  
prov ided the f igure of  1 ,286,000 inhabi tants .  [65]  

 

 

 
 
53 :  M a p  o f  K a b u l  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  RMO -  A r e a  Res t r i c t i on s  d u e  t o  P o s s i b l e  T h r e a t  2 0 1 7  [ 66]  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
65 h t tp : / /www. i ran icaon l i ne .o rg/a r t i c le s / kabu l - i i -h i s to r i ca l -geog raphy  
66 RMO -  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  O f f i c e  –  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  2 0 1 6  
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54 :  M a p  o f  T o d a y s  K a b u l ,  2 0 1 0  

The populat ion of  Kabul  C i ty  was 2 ,268,300 in  2005 as  est imated by 
the Centra l  S tat i s t ics  Of f ice of  Afghanis tan  (CSO) fo r  the o lder  c i ty  
area cons i s t ing of  14  d i s t r ic ts .  

Th i s  represents  an average annual  populat ion growth at  4 .0% 
dur ing 1999 -2005.  The ju r i sd ict ion of  the Kabul  Munic ipa l i ty  area 
was expanded in  January  2005 by the agreement between the  
Min is t ry  of  In ter io r ,  the Kabul  P rov ince and the Kabul  Munic ipa l i ty .   

By do ing th i s ,  the populat ion increased to  approx.  2 ,721,000 w i th in  
22 d i s t r ic ts .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

55 :  2 2  D i s t r i c t s  o f  E x i s t i n g  K a b u l ,  2 0 1 1  [67]  
                                                             
67 J I C A ,  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  K a b u l  C i t y  C u r r e n t  
S t a t u s  R e p o r t  f o r  U r b a n  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p .  5 9  
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In  2013 the CSO est imated the populat ion of  Kabul  C i ty  to  be 
3,414,000 ,  represent ing the annual  average increase at  near ly  
~10%,  which i s  part ly  caused by the expans ion of  the ter r i to ry .  The 
munic ipa l i ty  area has  expanded over  th i s  per iod by 4 .1  t imes  to  
1,022.7km 2 .   

Othe r  sources  even ta lk  about  a  populat ion s i ze  of  around 6  
mil l ion,  of  wh ich assuming ly  70% are l iv ing in  in formal  set t lements .  

[ 68]  

The increase of  the populat ion in  Kabul  does  not  make i t  easy  to  
ei ther  unders tand nor  to  cont ro l  the c i ty  s t ructures  and expan s ions  
t i l l  today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

56 :  I n fo rma l  Se t t l ement s  o n  t h e  K a b u l  M o u n t a i n s  ( ~ 7 0 % ) .  P h o t o g r a p h :  D a n i e l  

B e r e h u l a k / G e t t y  I m a g e s ,  ~ 2 0 1 4  [69]  

The o ld  c i ty  i s  s t i l l  very  much f requented by the populat ion fo r  
weekly  or  month ly  shopping’s ,  but  a l so  because the goods are 
cheaper  than in  the modern bu i l t  shopping mal l s ,  which  have 
ar i sen  out  of  noth ing  in  the d i f fe rent  quarters  of  the c i ty .  
 
 

                                                             
68 h t tp s : / /www. thegua rd ian .com/c i t i e s /2014/dec/11/kabu l -afghan i s tan - f i f t h -
fa s te s t -g row ing -c i t y -wor ld - rap id -u rban i sa t ion  
69 h t tp s : / /www. thegua rd ian .com/c i t i e s /2014/dec/11/kabu l -afghan i s tan - f i f t h -
fa s te s t -g row ing -c i t y -wor ld - rap id -u rban i sa t ion  
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Some of  these quarter  ex i s t s  s ince the 30 t h  of  the 20 t h  century ,  l i ke  
Shar -e -Naw (new ci ty) ,  wh ich  was p lanned in  1935.  Th i s  part  o f  the 
ci ty  was based on the “modern”  and more “European”  raster i zed 
ci ty  p lann ing concept and was fo l lowing the bu i ld ing norms and 
pr inc ip les  of  European Bungalow Bu i ld ing Sty les  of  that  t ime.  
Most  of  these houses were not  p lanned by locals  but  were 
des igned by fore igners .  Most  of  the inhabi tants  of  theses  bui ld ings  
were bourgeois  and e l i te  Afghans  or  fo re igners  (Habib,  N.  1987:  
108) .  
 
Between 1942 and 1970,  many other  res ident ia l  l iv ing quarters  were 
planned and  bui l t  in  European s ty le ,  such as Kart -e -Char  in  1942,  
Kart -e -Seh  in  1963 and Waz i r -Akbar -Khan in  1970.  
Predominant ly  inhabi ted by the wealth ie r  and h igher  c lass  people  
(Habib,  N.  1987:  123 -127) .  
 
The urbanizat ion as  wel l  as  modern izat ion of  Kabul  s ince the 30 t h  
and 40 t h  t i l l  the late  70 t h  of  the 20 s t  century ,  which  carr ied out  the 
const ruct ion of  publ ic  areas ,  such as  parks ,  c inemas,   and theaters  
as wel l  as  min i s t r ies ,  banks ,  and embass ies  are  s t i l l  v i s ib le  and in  
parts  funct ion ing today -  though the condit ions  are poor .   
 
On the other  hand,  hote ls ,  l i ke  the Hote l  In ter -Cont inenta l  o r  Kabul  
Serena Hote l ,  f i r s t  bu i l t  in  1945 renovated/ reopened in  2005,  does  
funct ion on in ternat ional  s tandards  and are f requented by 
fo re igners .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
57 :  H o t e l s  I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l  ( ~ 1 9 7 7 )  a n d  S e r e n a  H o t e l ’ s  G a r d e n  o n  t h e  r i g h t  i n  2 0 1 5  
[ 70]  

 
Dur ing the above ment ioned modern izat ion processes ,  the 
t rad i t ional  bu i ld ing mater ia l s  such as  s tone,  wood,  c lay and br ick  
as wel l  as  reed were  pushed back  and rep laced by concrete  and 
cement,  which are less  res i s tant  to  the harsh  c l imate of  Kabul .  
 

                                                             
70 I m a g e  b y  Autho r  
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Unfor tunate ly  the todays  u rbanizat ion and attempts  of  rebu i ld ing 
the o ld  ex i s t ing s t ructure  of  Kabul  and modern ize  them i s  not  on ly  
dominated by the use of  concrete and cement  but  a l so  burs t ing 
out  in  the s i ze ,  vert ica l ly  and hor i zonta l ly :  
 
Mega - s t ructure and smal l  town areas ,  l i ke  “  Sharak -e -Te l ia  (L i t t le  
Golden Town),  Sahrak -e -Ar ia  (Town of  Ar ia) ,  Sharak -e -Omidsabz 
(Town of  Green Hope) are r i s ing f rom the ground l ike  mushrooms 
without  fo l lowing any c i ty  p lann ing ru les  nor  regu lat ions  due to  
ex is t ing cor rupt ion,  f rauds  and br ib ing,  wh ich resu l t s  in  a  an 
unst ructured,  chaot ic  s lum c i ty .     
 
 
 

              
 58 :  K a b u l ,  F i r s t  S t r e e t  I m p r e s s i o n s - O l d  a n d  N e w  B u i l d i n g  S t r u c t u r e s ,  2 0 1 1 [ 71]  
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Problems of  the c i ty  of  Kabul  today are mul t i level  and very  
complex.  To  name them and categor i ze  them, i t  could be 
personal ly  observed as  fo l low:  

Category  A:  Po l i t ica l  d i vergences  and  power p lay  

Category  B :  Lack of  secur i ty  measures  

Category  C: Lack of  appropr iate inf rast ructures  

Category  D:  Lack of  educat ion and t ra ined labor  

Category  F :  Ex i s t ing ethn ica l  and t rad i t ional  p ressures  

Category  G: Ex i s t ing In formal  Sett lements   

Category  H:  Ext reme  high leve l  o f  cor rupt ion and b r ibery  

For  p lanners ,  the most  chal lenging,  cruc ia l  and major  prob lem s  
remain the adequate handl ing of  in f ras t ructura l  def ic i t s :  These are 
the fo remost  and threaten ing aspects  fo r  the urban condi t ions  of  
Kabul  C i ty  bes ides  other  po l i t ica l  and soc ia l  d i screpancies .  

Kabul  i s  s t i l l  lack ing of  extens ive centra l  water  supply :  hou seholds  
and even esta tes as  wel l  as  other  publ ic  areas ,  such as  schools  
and min is t r ies  are re ly ing  on wel l s ,  dr i l led  in to  the prox imi ty  of  the 
ex is t ing  bui ld ing s t ructures .  

A l ready in  1923 a water  condui t  was  pos i t ioned to  serve the ent i re  
governmenta l  a rea inc lud ing the Arg -  the K ings  Pa lace - ,  parts  of  
north  Kabul  inc lud ing the Min i s t ry  of  Defense,  the t rad i t ional  
bui ld ing areas  in  south of  Kabul  (be low the Shah -e -do -Shamsh i ra  
Mosque)  and parts  of  todays  Shar -e -Now area.  These condui t s  
were fed by the channeled water  that  was car r ied to  a water  
tower  in  the v ic in i ty  of  Koh -e -Asmai  f rom the Paghman mounta ins ,  
~ 30km away f rom Kabul .  But  maintenance of  these condui t s  lacks  
ever  s ince and the po l i t ica l  tu rmoi l  s ince the las t  40  decades have 
deter io rated  the supply  of  especia l ly  c lean water  (Habib,  N.  1987:  
246) .  

Sources  are assuming  that  80% of  the people i s  lack ing  access  to  
safe dr ink ing water  in  Kabul ,  and 95% i s  lack ing  access  to  
improved san i tat ion fac i l i t ies .  [ 72]  

There i s  no cent ra l  canal i zat ion sys tem la id  out  on the ent i re  c i ty  
s t ructure,  in  order  to  keep the ground and the ground water  out  of  
tox ic  and contaminated dra in .   

Despi te  the fact  that  Afghanis tan has  s ince the ear ly  20 t h ,  
elect r ica l  power  p lants  ( the f i r s t  power  s tat ion was bu i l t  in  1917 
with  the support  of  the Amer ican in  Jabul  Sara j ,  others  fo l lowed t i l l  
the 60 t h -  the Mahipar  and Naghlu  dams ) ,  e lect r ic i ty  and e lect r ica l  
supply  to  households  are a l so  unprogress ive  (Habib,  N.  1987:  240) .  
                                                             
72 h t tp s : / /www.hyd ra te l i f e .o rg /a fghan i s tan s -wate r -c r i s i s /  
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A 500 kV t ransm i s s ion l ine f rom Turkmenis tan to  Kabul  i s  due to  be 
bui l t  t i l l  2018,  faced ethn ica l  tu rbu lences  in  2016 as  the route was 
changed f rom the Bamyan prov ince to  Sa lang Pass .  [ 73]  

In  w inter  months ,  the capi ta l  i s  fac ing constant ly  shor tage of  
elect r ica l  supply  to  a l l  households .  24  hours  of  e lect r ica l  supply  i s  
not  guaranteed as the populat ion and thus  the consumpt ion i s  
s teadi ly  r i s ing,  a l so  due to  more and more use of  e lect r ica l  
devices ,  such as  computers ,  mobi le  phones  as  wel l  as  other  
household equipment’s .  

Because of  insuf f ic ient  e lect r ic i ty ,  most  of  bui ld ing s t ructures  of  
Kabul  have no cent ra l  heat ing sys tems and are e i ther  local ly  
heated th rough ex i s t ing masonry  heaters  withou t  p roper  and 
contro l led chimneys  by sweepers ,  o r  e lect r ica l  and gas  heaters .  

Even publ ic  bu i ld ings ,  such as  schools  o r  other  important  publ ic  
serv ices  must  re ly  on gas  heaters  in  the w inter  months  or  use 
generators ,  wh ich are cost ly  and not  env i ronmenta l  f r iend ly .  

Waste Management  i s  in  parts  d i sast rous  and leads to  smel ly  and 
ugly  areas  w i th in  the c i ty .  

The t raf f ic  i s  a  catast rophe.  As ment ioned ear l ie r  Kabul  i s  
connected to  other  main  c i t ies ,  such as  Kandahar ,  Herat  and 
Mazar -e Shar i f  and Ja la labad v ia  the c i rcu lar  AH76 that  s t retches  
across  Afghanis tan ( see image 29+75 ) .   
 
People coming form other  prov inces  or  go ing to  other  prov inces  
are forced to  cr i s s -cross  the c i ty  center  f rom d i f fe rent  areas  in  
order  to  reach the i r  d i rect ions ,  as  there are no c i rcu la t ing road 
connect iv i ty ’ s  yet .   

Pol lu ted a i r  and smog specia l ly  dur ing w in ter  t imes  are a dai ly  
s t ruggle  and a consequence of  the badly  managed t raf f ic  
network .  

Addit ional ly  as  many Afghans  a l so  use these days  the  ai rport  to  f ly  
with in  the ter r i to ry  of  Afghanis tan as  the land roads are s t i l l  
in secure due to  the fact  of  te r ro r i sm ,  cr imina ls  k idnapping people 
or  robbing of  buses  and pr ivate cars .  
 
Thus ,  a r r iv ing in  Kabul  by a i rp lane ,  many Afghans  d i sperse e i ther  to  
the d i f fe rent  quarters  o f  Kabul  o r  to  the d i f fe rent  min i s t r ies ,  as  the 
governments  admin i s t rat ion and sys tem are s t i l l  cent ra l i zed.   
 
Though the sys tem i s  cent ra l i zed,  the admin is t rat ive  bui ld ings  of  
the d i f fe rent  min i s t r ies  are  not  bu i l t  w i th in  a  compact area,  but  are  
widely  dis t r ibuted in  ent i re  Kabul .  

                                                             
73 h t tp : / /www.a l ja zee ra .com/news/2016/07 /a fghan -haza ra -mino r i t y -p ro te s t -kabu l -
power - l i ne -160723064233800 .h tm l  
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Th i s  incompactness  bas ica l ly  i s  the cause of  a dynamic everyday  
moving and bust l ing between d i f fe rent  quarters  and areas ,  wh ich  
i s  p redominant  in  todays  Kabul  ci ty  and  fo remost  occur r ing dur ing 
rush  hours .  Long wait ing hours  in  packed cars  and s t reets  are  
noth ing unusual .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
59 :  E v e r y  d a y ’ s  L i f e  S i t u a t i o n  i n  K a b u l ,  2 0 1 4 :  C o n g e s t i o n  i n  K a b u l ,  w h o s e  

p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f o u r f o l d  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 .  P h o t o g r a p h :  S  S a b a w o o n / E P A  [ 74]  

 
There are p lans  to  have c i rcu lar  inner  c i ty  roads,  which would ease 
the connect ion to  the main  east -west/north - south ax i s  and re l ie f  
the heavy  t raf f ic  on ex i s t ing c i ty  roads and consequent ly  e l im inate 
the t raf f ic  chaos.  
But  rea l i zat ion of  these p lans  has  seemed to be a fa i led ambit ion 
so  far .  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
74 h t tp s : / /www. thegua rd ian .com/c i t i e s /2014/dec/11/kabu l -afghan i s tan - f i f t h -
fa s te s t -g row ing -c i t y -wor ld - rap id -u rban i sa t ion  
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60 :  M a s t e r  P l a n  o f  E x i s t i n g  K a b u l ,  p r e p a r e d  a n d  p r o p o s e d  b y  J I C A  2 0 1 2 -2025  [ 75]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

61 :  L o c a t i o n  M a p  o f  P r o p o s e d  R o a d  
D e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  O l d  a n d  N e w  K a b u l  

C i t y ,  2 0 1 1 [76]  
 

                                                             
75 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  
Execu t i ve  S u m m a r y ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  1 8  
76 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  
Execu t i ve  S u m m a r y ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  2 0  
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The Kabul  In ternat ional  A i rport  i s  located about  ~ 10  k i lometers  
f rom the old center  of  the c i ty ,  next  to  the Waz i r  Akbar  Khan 
neighborhood .  I t  i s  the on ly  in ternat ional  a i rport  in  ent i re  
Afghanis tan so  far .  
 
I t  was  bu i l t  by  the Sov iet  engineers  in  the late  1960 t h ,  when 
Afghanis tan  s tar ted again  to  become  a modern ized nat ion.  
S ince that  t imes ,  Afghanis tan was connected to  the res t  o f  the 
wor ld  v ia  a i r  and was not  anymore landlocked.  Many in terested 
nat ions  came dur ing the 70 t h  and v i s i ted  Afghanis tan  and of  course 
Kabul .  
 
Today the a i rport  has  da i ly  in ternat ional  f l ights  to  reach d i rect ly  to  
Europe and v ia  connect ing f l ights  to  other  parts  of  the wor ld .   
 
At least  this  ai r -connect iv i ty  made i t  eas ie r  fo r  the commerce and 
cul tu ra l  exchange between Afghans  and other  nat ions .  
 
In  the fo l lowing chapters  the a l ready above ment ioned attempts  
of  somehow us ing ex i s t ing s t ructures  of  Kabul  c i ty  and combin ing 
them with  la test ’ s  urban p lann ing methodolog ies  and propos ing 
poss ib le  extens ions  of  Kabul  c i ty ,  w i l l  be descr ibed.  
 
These attempts  were of  po l i t ica l  in terest  at  f i r s t  p lace and a 
v i s ionary  idea of  c reat ing a contemporary  c i ty  in  a  post  war  
conf l ic ted count ry ,  wh ich  seems to  be  di f f icu l t  to  cont ro l .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

62 :  K a b u l ,  H a m i d  K a r z a i  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

A i r p o r t ,  2011 [ 77]  
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3 THE KABUL NEW C ITY PROJECT 
 

After  the devastat ing dest ruct ion of  a lmost  30  years  of  war  the 
Karza i  In ter im -Regime took over  the ru l ing power  w i th  the heavy 
support  of  the Western  A l l iance,  the NATO and the Un i ted States  of  
Amer ica.   
 
Consequent ly  because of  th i s  chance for  peace,  Afghan 
populat ion became enthus iast ic  w i th in  the count ry  but  a l so  the 
Diaspora of  Afghans ,  l iv ing in  d i f fe rent  parts  of  the wor ld ,  wh ich 
got the chance of  f ree ly  be ing able  to  go back to  the i r  count ry  of  
B i r th  and bu i ld  i t  up and make bus inesses .  
 
For  any Afghan,  whose or ig in  th rough the i r  bi r th [p lace  i s  
ment ioned  on the i r  “ fore ign” passports ,  i t  was  and i s  made poss ib le  
to  enter  Afghanis tan w i thout  a  V i sa  and they were a l l  most  
welcomed.   
 
I t  was  v i s ib le  that  the capi ta l  Kabul  became more and more 
att ract ive to  many Afghans  f rom a l l  a round the wor ld .  Many 
re tu rnees  hav ing set t led down in  the neighbor ing  countr ies ,  such 
as I ran and Pak i s tan ,  bes ides  p l iant ly  other  Afghans ,  would return  
and s imply  grab land and s tar t  f rom scratch  a new “Afghan” l i fe .   
 
Thus  the att ract ion tu rned to  an uncontro l lab le  dynamic,  wh ich has  
never  been exper ienced in  such a way before.  A l so  numerous  of  
people f rom d i f fe rent  parts  of  the more ru ra l  a reas  and even some 
fo re igners  and the Afghan D iaspora t r ied the i r  fo r tune back in  the 
capita l  w i th  a  lot  of  hope and enthus iasm.   
 
Th i s  fact  caused an enormous u rban chal lenge and a rap id 
populat ion exp los ion  to  which the in ter im government ,  of  wh ich 
Hamid Karza i  was the Head,  had to  react  to .   
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3.1 BACKGROUND OF KABUL NEW CITY 
 
 
In  2004,  Hamid Karza i  became Pres ident  of  the I s lamic Republ ic  of  
Afghanis tan  and  manifested  dur ing h i s  governance  the  
Afghanis tan Nat ional  Development S t rategy -  cal led the “ANDS”.   
 
As one part  of  many ef for t s  to  deal  w i th  speci f ic  u rban prob lems in  
ex is t ing Kabul ,  the development of  a  new c i ty  in  Dehsabz were 
contemplated in  the in ter im ANDS  f rom 2002 -2008,  wh ich was 
establ i shed by the Government  of  Afghanis tan for  the coming 
years  as  part  of  i t s  e f fo r t s  to  secure cont inued unders tanding and 
support  f rom the in ternat ional  soc iety  fo r  sus ta inable development .   
 
The ANDS was tasked wi th  th ree ma in  p i l la r s  of  secur i ty ,  
governance and soc io -economic development and sub s t ructured 
with  e ight  sub -pi l la rs :   
 

1)  In f rast ructure and natura l  resources ,   
2)  Agr icu l tu re  and ru ra l  deve lopment,   
3)  Human capi ta l  and gender  equi ty ,   
4)  Soc ia l  p rotect ion,   
5)  Economic governance and pr ivate sector  development ,   
6)  In ternat ional  and reg ional  cooperat ion,   
7)  Good governance and ru le  of  law,  and  
8)  Secur i ty  

 
Based o f  the ANDS and under  the lead of  Pres ident  Hamid Karza i ,  
the Government  of  Afghanis tan requested the Japanese 
Government  fo r  techn ica l  cooperat ion back in  2006 to  prepare a 
master  p lan for  the Kabul  c i ty  w i th  the new c i ty  as  an important  
means to  gu ide the future  urbanizat ion in  the Kabul  Metropol i tan 
Area (KMA).   
 
In  response,  the Japan Internat ional  Cooperat ion Agency (J ICA) of  
the Japanese Government  became the of f ic ia l  agency respons ib le  
fo r  the implementat ion of  the techn ica l  cooperat ion program.  
 
J ICA decided to  conduct  a  s tudy to  examine the s t rategy and 
di rect ions  fo r  u rban development  of  Kabul  and to  prepare a 
master  p lan fo r  u rban development of  the Kabul  Metropol i tan 
Area .  
 
The urban development  in  Kabul  had to  deal  among others  w i th  
damaged and degrading urban  in f rast ructures ,  the above 
ment ioned rap id populat ion increase due to  the return  of  re fugees  
and ru ra l - to -urban migrat ion,  pro l i fe rat ion of  in formal  and i l legal  
set t lements  as  a  resu l t  o f  the lack of  ef fect ive master  p lans ,  and 
awkward urban env i ronment  and san i tat ion.   
These problems were most  ser ious  in  the capi ta l  c i ty  of  Kabul  as  i t  
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was dest royed to  90% and t rue urbanizat ion has  never  taken p lace,  
not  even before the 30  years  of  war .   
Moreover ,  the urban funct ions  of  Kabul  needed to be much 
enhanced to  support  the se l f - re l iant  deve lopment of  the Afghan 
economy in  the g lobal i z ing economy through act ive t ransact ions  
cooperat ion w i th  neighbor ing  countr ies .   
 
The urban development  of  Kabul ,  therefore,  needed to  be p lanned 
to  support  the soc io -economic development of  Afghan i s tan under  
the ANDS to  ensure the cont inued support  f rom the in ternat ional  
soc iety .  
 
To cover  up the urban  development  po ints  of  the ANDS in  2006,  the 
Pres ident  of  Afghanis tan estab l i shed an Independent  Board for  the 
development  of  the Kabul  New City  (KNC ) .   
 
The Board cons i s ted at  that  t ime of  Sen ior  Economic Adv isor  of  the 
Pres ident ,  M in i s te r  of  U rban Development,  M in i s te r  of  Agr icu l tu re ,  
I r r igat ion and L ivestock,  Kabul  Mayor ,  leading pr ivate sector  
representat ives ,  u rban p lann ing specia l i s t s  and an urban 
economis t .  
 
As a nat ional  p r io r i ty ,  the Board formed the Dehsabz C i ty  
Development  Author i ty  (DCDA) in  late 2006 as  i t s  management,  
f inancia l  and author i tat ive execut ive body.   
 
DCDA was tasked to  pave the way,  th rough most ly  pr ivate sector -
led act iv i t ies ,  fo r  the admin i s t rat ion,  des ign,  documentat ion,  
market ing,  implementat ion and maintenance of  th i s  exc i t ing new 
des i red economic hub of  Afghanis tan and the reg ion.   
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3.2 THE PLANNING OF KABUL NEW CITY 
 
 
The extens ive s tud ies  and researches  of  J ICA led to  a populat ion 
pro ject ion in  d i f fe rent  parts  of  the nat ional  capi ta l  reg ion of  Kabul  
(NCRK) ,  in  wh ich Kabul  New City  together  with  ex i s t ing Kabul  c i ty  
would be able  to  inhabi t  a  populat ion of  ~  6 ,5  mi l l ion by 2025.  
 
The new c i ty  a lone would be developed to  inhabi t  a  populat ion of  
1.5  mi l l ion in  2025 and ul t imate ly  3.0  mi l l ion in  2050.  
 
 

            
1 .  Nor the rn  reg ion :  
1 .0  m i l l ion  � 2 .0  
mi l l ion  
        

 
 2 .  New c i ty :  
 0 .1  m i l l ion  � 1 .5  
mi l l ion  
        

 
 
 3 .  Kabu l  c i ty :  
 4 .0  m i l l ion  � 5 .0  
mi l l ion  
        
 
 
 4 .  Southern  reg ion :  
 0 .3  m i l l ion  � 0 .5  
mi l l ion  
        
        
        
 5 .  NCRK:  
 5 .2  m i l l ion  � 9 .0  
mi l l ion   
 
 
 

63 :  P o p u l a t i o n  P r o j e c t i o n  i n  N a t i o n a l  C a p i t a l  R e g i o n  o f  K a b u l  [78]  

 

The idea behind the i r  plann ing was to  accommodate a greater  
part  of  the populat ion in  the KNC by gradual ly  le t  the ex i t ing 
populat ion to  move in  the more  pleasant ,  up - to -date  and 
comfortab le  new c i ty  areas .  In  the means of  complement the o ld  
ci ty  s t ructure and eventua l l y  modern ize  i t  p iece by p iece as wel l .  
 

                                                             
78 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  
E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  6  
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The Study for  the Development  of  the Master  P lan for  the Kabul  
Metropol i tan Area  (KMA) was car r ied out  s ince March 2008 under  
the techn ica l  cooperat ion of  J ICA.  The Study was undertaken by 
close co l laborat ion of  the counterpart  agencies  of  the Afghan 
Government  represented by the Independent  Board for  DCDA and 
the Min i s t ry  of  U rban Development  (MUDH).   
 
The Inter im Report  of  the S tudy was prepared and formal ly  
submit ted to the Afghan s ide at  the end of  January  2009.  The 
Report  conta ined a draf t  master  p lan for  the KMA cover ing both 
the ex i s t ing Kabul  c i ty  and the new c i ty  in  Dehsabz and Bar ikab.  
DCDA cont inued to  work  on the draf t  master  p lan for  the New City ,  
supported by  the J ICA Study Team, and prepared the master  p lan 
fo r  the Kabul  New City  deve lopment ,  wh ich was formal ly  approved 
in  p r inc ip le  by the Afghan Cabinet  on March 26,  2009.”  [ 79]  

 

The endorsed master  p lan  fo r  KNC,  cons i s t ing of  740 km 2  land area 
was div ided  in to  4  zones  and 3  phases .  Each phase would have 
had a complet ion t ime per iod of  ~5 -10 years .   
 
The development  scenar io  fo r  the KNC  phase p lann ing was as  
such:   
Phase 1  to  be implemented and fu r ther  deve loped up to  2015,  
phase 2  fo r  2016 -20,  and phase 3  fo r  2021 -25.   
 
 

64 :  E n v i s i o n e d  U r b a n  F a b r i c  o f  O l d  a n d  

N e w  K a b u l  C i t y  ( K M A )  [80]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
79 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  1 3  ( 1 )  
80 I b i d ,  p .  7  
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65 :  Deh s a b z  L o o k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  N o r t h ,  M a y  2 0 1 2 [81]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
81 I m g a e  b y  A u t h e r  d u r i n g  c o n t r a c t u a l  t i m e  a t  D C D A ,  2 0 1 2   
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66 :  C o n c e p t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A r e a s  o f  K N C  w i t h  G r e e n b e l t s  [ 82]  

                                                             
82 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  M a i n  
R e p o r t ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  4 7  ( 5 9 )  
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The broad zones  where namely  Dehsabz South,  Dehsabz North ,  
Paymonar  and Bar ikab up in  the north  that  would serve as  the 
agr icu l tu ra l  and economic zone.  
The implementat ion shou ld have been in  d i f fe rent  phases ,  s ta r t ing 
with  phase 1  in  Dehsabz South as  being c lose s t  to  ex i s t ing Kabul .  
 
Phase 1  was supposed to  be bu i l t  w i th in  the next  5 -10  years  and 
with in  i t  an area of  20ha shou ld have been f ina l i zed in  2016 serv ing 
as a p i lot  p ro ject ,  to  show what  would be poss ib le .  
In September  2011,  the s t ructure p lan of  phase 1  was f ina l i zed  by 
J ICA and i t  was prepared in  c lose cooperat ion w i th  the DCDA 
team .  The sca le  was  1:  5000,  compr i s ing an area of  5 ,000 hectares .   
 
Th i s  a rea would have had covered a populat ion of  about  400,000 
people ,  with  a l l  the land uses  necessary  fo r  a  funct ion ing c i ty ,  such 
as:   
 
 
~56% res ident ia l  a reas ,   
~23% in f rast ructura l  areas  (greenery :  ~8%,  parks :  ~6%,  roads:  ~10%),   
~11% commerc ia l  land,   
~3 % l ight  indust r ia l  a reas ,  and  
~5% reserve land.   
 
 
 

 
 
67 :  L a n d  U s e  o f  P h a s e  1  A c c o r d i n g  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  P l a n  w i t h  E s t i m a t e d  P o p u l a t i o n  
[ 83]  
 
 

                                                             
83 E x c e l  p r e p a r e d  b y  A u t h e r  d u r i n g  c o n t r a c t u a l  t i m e  a t  D C D A ,  2 0 1 2   
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68 :  V i e w  f r o m  B a b a  K h u s q a r  S h r i n e  i n  D e h s a b z  ( l o o k i n g  t o w a r d s  E a s t -  P h a s e  1  o n  

t h e  l e f t  s o u t h  d i r e c t i o n )  [84]  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
69 :  3 D  M o d e l i n g  o f  P h a s e  1 ,  C e n t r a l  C o m m e r c i a l  A r e a  a n d  Su r round ing s  [ 85]  

                                                             
84 I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  A u t h o r ,  M a y  2 0 1 2  
85 P l a n n i n g  b y  U m a r  M u n s h i ,  v a n  D i j k  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  A f g h a n  T a r i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  
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The  J ICA team was  prepar ing  addit ional ly  a  development  
guide l ine,  apart  f rom the master  p lan ,  which was around 2000 
pages  inc lud ing  i t s  documentat ion  as wel l  as  the s t ructure p lan for  
phase 1 .  
 
Th i s  deve lopment  gu ide l ine seamed necessary  in  o rder  to  
encourage the pr ivate companies  to  invest  and make the i r  own 
development  p lans  accord ing the i r  own v i s ions  and ideas but  in  a  
s tandard ized way as  suggested in  the gu ide l ines .  At  the same t ime 
i t  was  meant  to  he lp  DCDA technica l  s taf f  members’  to  cont ro l  
and a lso  gu ide the pr ivate sector  dur ing the p lann ing processes .  
The  CEO of  DCDA approved th i s  Development  Guide l ine af ter  
almost  1  year .  Unfor tunate ly  i t  was  never  approved by the Min i s t ry  
of  Urban Development and Hous ing .   
 
Later ,  when i t  was  feared that  there would not  be enough 
qual i f ied pr ivate companies  carry ing  out  a  good p lan,  DCDA 
decided to  award a consu l tant  to  prepare the Development  P lan 
( sca le  1 :  2500)  fo r  Phase 1  and i t  was  on h i s  way for  f ina l  approval  
by DCDA and other  governmenta l  ent i t ies  in  2013 and 2014.  

 
70 :   1 8 0  d e g r e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n  t a k e n  f r o m  B a b a  Khusga r  H i l l ,  l o o k i n g  Nor th - W e s t ,  

t a k e n  b y  t h e  A u t h o r  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  M a y  [ 86]  

 
71 :   1 8 0  d e g r e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n  t a k e n  f r o m  C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  l o o k i n g  t o  E a s t ,  t a k e n  b y  t h e  

A u t h o r  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  M a y  [87]  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                    
S e r v i c e s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 3  
86 Image  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  M a y  2 0 1 2  
87 Image  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  M a y  2 0 1 2  
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As Dehsabz North  had a potent ia l  fo r  deve lopment,  the s t ructure 
plan for  phase 2  was awarded to  a consu l tant  f i rm ,  too ,  wh ich was 
in  i t s  f ina l i zat ion s tage  in  2013.  Paymonar  and  Bar ikab would have 
been the 3 r d  phase of  deve lopment .             
The expected per formance of  the soc io -economic and spat ia l  
development  of  the ent i re  KMA in  each Phase were descr ibed by 
the J ICA team in  the F ina l  Report  handed over  to DCDA in  2009.  [ 88]  

But  unfor tunate ly  ne i ther  the p lanned implementat ion date of  2012  
fo r  the in i t ia l  p i lo t  p ro ject  nor  the rev i sed date of  2016 cou ld be so  
fa r  rea l i zed.   
 
KNC s tayed t i l l  today (2017)  a  v i s ionary  plan on masses  of  
bluepr ints ,  papers  and drawings ,  inc lud ing a part ia l ,  phys ica l  3D 
model  of  phase 1 .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
72 :  L a n d  U s e  P l a n  P r o p o s a l  f o r  D e h s a b z  S o u t h  i n  2 0 1 1 [ 89]  

 

                                                             
88 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  
E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  7  ( 1 8 )  
89 J ICA/R E C S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n c . T .  &  As soc ia te s  
Y a c h i y o  E n g i n e e r i n g  C o . ,  L t d . :  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  
D e v e l o p m e n t :  C a p a c i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t  D e h s a b z  S o u t h  A r e a  S t r u c t u r e  
P l a n ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p .  3 9  

Ex is t ing  Kabul  A i rpor t  
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3.3 A IMS AND VISIONS OF KABUL NEW CITY 
 
 
Afghanis tan was a lways  a t rade and agr icu l tu ra l  count ry .  
indust r ia l i zat ion  never  rea l ly  happened in  the modern sense.  
 
J ICA’s  team rea l i zed th i s  fact  and pre sented the i r  conceptual  
v i s ion and argumentat ions  based upon the ex i s t ing t rad i t iona l  
t rad ing and agr icu l tu ra l  sk i l l s .  
 
For  th i s  conceptual  v i s ion,  the most  important  s tep would have had 
been the enhancement  and improvement  of  the road network  of  
ex is t ing Kabul  and Kabul  New City .  
 
J ICA argued the necess i ty  of  a  New Kabul  C i ty  w i th  the great  
importance of  the s t rateg ica l ly  locat ion of  ex i s t ing Kabul :   New 
major  in ternat ional  t rade routes  would be needed to  enhance the 
t rad i t ional  e f fect ive t rade of  Ch ina in  the East  th rough the Centra l  
As ia to  Europe in  the West .  They are co l lect ive ly  ca l led TRACECA 
represent ing T ransport  –  Corr idor  –  Europe –  Caucasus  –  As ia,  
which passes  th rough parts  of  today’s  Kazakhstan,  Kyrgyz ,  
Uzbek is tan and Turkmenis tan.  
 
Th i s  cor r idor ,  once establ i shed,  would prov ide also Kabul  and the 
area a long the access  roads a l te rnat ive t rade routes  to  the East  
and the West  and rev iva l  o ld  Caravan roads .  The t rad i t ional  t rade 
and comme rce would enhance i t  to  a  “Hub”  that  would be able  to  
act  nat ional ly  and internat ional ly  th rough the eventua l ly  l inked 
and connected KNC with  i t s  ne ighbor ing count r ies  and also to  
other  remote areas  of  Afghanis tan.   
 
The l inks  between the seven c i t ies  would be much s t rengthened 
with  the  complet ion of  the c i ty  r ing road in  2009 ( s t i l l  not  
completed today in  the year  of  2016) ,  wh ich would mean that  
Kabul  would be more s t rongly  l inked through these c i t ies  to  the 
neighbor ing  countr ies  and beyond.  The ex i s t ing Kabul  C i ty  would 
not  suf fe r  by over -populat ion and i t s  his tor ica l  character  would 
s tay untouched.  
 
The nat ional  road network  of  Afghanis tan compr i ses  seven major  
ci t ies :  Kabul ,  Ja la labad,  Mazar -e -Shar i f ,  Kunduz,  Bamyan,  
Kandahar  and Heart .   
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73 :  D o m e s t i c  F l i g h t  R o u t e s  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  a s  o f  2 0 1 2  [ 90]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
74 :  N a t i o n a l  R o a d  N e t w o r k  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  a s  o f  2 0 1 2  [ 91]  

                                                             
90 ( K a b u l  M u n i c i p a l i t y  S o u r c e ) :  D r a f t  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n  - P r o d u c t  o f  
T e c h n i c a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  P r o j e c t  f o r  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  
D e v e l o p m e n t  - S u b  P r o j e c t  f o r  R e v i s e  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n - ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p .  2 -3  
91 h t tp : / /www.cda .gov .pk /abou t_ i s l amabad/h i s to r y /#ad - image -0  
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The road l inkage to  the neighbor ing  countr ies  are  depended  on 
these nat ional  road -network  that  connects  a l so  Kabul  to  other  
neighbor ing  countr ies :  Ta j ik i s tan,  Uzbek i s tan,  Kyrgyz ,  Tu rkmenis tan,  
Pak is tan ( though the border l ine between Pak i s tan and Afghanis tan 
i s  s t i l l  h igh ly  quest ioned by both governments  as i t  was  establ i shed 
by the B r i t i sh  in  1893,  so  to  say never  recognized by any of  the 
independent  countr ies  as  by today) ,  I ran and China.   
 
In  addi t ion,  the capi ta l  funct ions  of  Kabul  th rough the p lann ing of  
a new c i ty  would  be enhanced to support  the soc io -econom ic  
development  of  Afghanis tan l inked wi th  the g lobal  soc io -economy 
by in tegrat ing the neighbor ing  areas  fo r  b roader  resource  base 
and more d ivers i f ied soc iety  and economy.   
 
The Kabul  Metropol i tan Area was env is ioned to  be p lanned in  such 
a manner  that  i t  can rea l i ze  th i s .  A  new c i ty  conceived to  the north  
of  the Kabul  c i ty  was cons idered an important  part  of  the KMA to 
s t rengthen the urban funct ions  of  the capi ta l  reg ion.  
 
Addit ional ly  the enhancement of  Kabul  c i ty  would take a better  
contro l  o f  the rap id populat ion growth observed s ince the defeat  
of  the Ta l iban reg ime in  2001  and would s t rengthen the urban 
funct ions  of  the capi ta l  reg ion.  
 
The b igger  v i s ion beh ind the p lann ing of  KNC to rev ive the 
his tor ica l  importance of  Kabul ,  i s  in  compar i son  to  other  ci ty  v i s ions  
unique,  even though too v i s ionary  and ambit ious  be ing aware of  
i t s  po l i t ica l  s i tuat ion:  
  
“ In  p lann ing for  u rban or  reg ional  development,  i t  i s  usefu l  to  
establ i sh  p lann ing concepts  to  be appl ied to  the development and 
to share them among s takeholders .”  (J ICA Study 2009:   7)  
  
The p lann ing concepts  w ide ly  shared by s takeholders  would 
prov ide gu ide l ines  and he lp to  muster  the i r  e f fo r t s  in  p lann ing and 
implementat ion ,  in  o rder  to  rea l i ze  more coherent  and des i rab le  
development  acceptable for  a l l .  Given the un ique hydro -
geolog ica l  condi t ions  d i scussed as  wel l  as  the mi l lenn ia long 
his tory  and cu l tu re ,  the Kabul  c i ty  shou ld pursue a un ique 
urbanizat ion model  of  i t s  own,  and the New City  deve lopment  
would be an important  e lement  of  the model .  
 
Thus  three p lann ing concepts  were proposed to  be appl ied to  the 
New City :   
 

(1)  Socio -economic d ivers i ty   
 

(2)  U rban - ru ra l  complementar i ty  
 

(3)  Recycle -or iented eco -ci ty  
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As ment ioned ear l ie r ,  Afghanis tan and i t s  capi ta l  Kabul  were  a 
plura l  soc iety .  Many Ethn ics  have l ived for  centur ies  next  to  each 
other ;  a l so  Chr i s t ians  and Jewish  people were once part  of  the 
ci ty’s  soc iety .  [92]   

 

Th i s  was argued by J ICA  that  th i s  soc ia l  d ivers i ty  would be a 
specia l  source of  dynamism,  which can contr ibute to  d ivers i ty ,  
part icu lar ly  to  u rban soc iet ies .  J ICA had the idea to  support  th i s  
dynamism and the mixed cu l tu re  and mixed ethn ic i ty  of  people 
l i v ing in  ex i s t ing Kabul .   
 
However ,  the c iv i l  war  had  undermined such character i s t ics ,  
resu l t ing in  somewhat segregated habi tat ion patterns  in  the c i ty .   
 
Th i s  shou ld have had been rect i f ied th rough p lanned development  
to  res tore  the urban soc iety  of  mixed cu l tu re  of  d iverse  people,  
especia l ly  in  KNC.  
 
Socia l  d ivers i ty  in  u rban development mean t  urban development 
with  no segregated habi tat ion by ethnic  or  any other  soc ia l  g roup.  
Speci f ica l ly ,  i t  was to  be promoted among others  by the fo l lowing:  
 

(1)  Inc lus ion of  soc ia l  hous ing for  low -  income people in  any 
s i zeable hous ing development .  

(2)  Prov i s ion of  publ ic  fac i l i t ies  in  cent ra l  a rea of  each enclave 
type of  res idents ,  inc lud ing mul t i - funct ional  and cu l tu re  
center ,  community  complexes  and mosques.  

(3)  Prov i s ion of  d iverse  economic opportun i t ies  and prov i s ion of  
suf f ic ient  employment  opportun i t ies  would have been a key 
for  a  success fu l  New Ci ty  development.   
 

 
The second idea of  the J ICA  master  p lan  was in  pursu ing a un ique 
urbanizat ion model ,  by  tak ing advantage of  the presence of  ru ra l  
and agr icu l tu ra l  a reas  w i th in  the c i ty  boundar ies  and the ex i s t ing 
v i l lages  in  the New City  areas .   
 
Th i s  cou ld have been rea l i zed by ut i l i z ing complementary  aspects  
of  i t s  u rban and ru ra l  a reas  in  many ways :  
 
J ICA bel ieved that  preserv ing the agr icu l tu ra l  land would be 
essent ia l  to  ensure open space and greenery ,  wh ich serves  as 
in f i l t rat ion area for  u rban dra inage and some sewage.   
 
The preservat ion of  agr icu l tu ra l  land would he lp to  mainta in  
sha l low groundwater ,  wh ich i s  c r i t ica l ly  important  as  sources  of  
domest ic  water  fo r  the major i ty  of  the c i ty  res idents  and as  a  
prerequ i s i te  to  preserv ing and enhancing the greenery .  

                                                             
92 h t tp s : / /en .m .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / She rpu r _Can tonment  
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Thus  as  Kabul  c i ty  encompasses  la rge agr icu l tu ra l  land,  account ing 
fo r  14% of  the tota l  c i ty  area,  damaging them by overbu i ld ing 
them with  h igh commerc ia l  o r  res ident ia l  a reas ,  would be 
disast rous  by t ime for  the sha l low ground water .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
75 :  V i e w  o f  K a b u l  f r o m  W a z i r  A k b a r  K h a n  H i l l  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d s  N o r t h  ( b e h i n d  t h e  
mounta in s  i s  D e h s a b z  a n d  t h e  S a f i  M o u n t a i n s ) ,  t a k e n  i n  A p r i l  2 0 1 6  b y  t h e  A u t h o r  
[ 93]  

 
The New C i ty  in  Dehsabz shou ld pursue urban - ru ra l  
complementar i ty  more consc ious ly  and del iberate ly .   
 
The New City  deve lopment  would create most  access ib le  u rban 
market  fo r  agr icu l tu ra l  p roducts  produced in  the ru ra l  a reas  
su r rounding the new c i ty .  Converse ly ,  the  urban res idents  would be 
suppl ied wi th  f resh  vegetables  and f ru i t s  f rom the suburban 
agr icu l tu re  in  the ex i s t ing v i l lages .  Increased agr icu l tu ra l  
product ion due to  improved water  ava i lab i l i ty  and so i l  condi t ions  
may expand the base for  agro -process ing and  re lated indust r ies  in  
the per i -urban areas  of  the new c i ty .  
The th i rd  idea would be main ly  a  recyc le -or iented eco -ci ty  that  
would in t roduce the on - s i te  t reatment  of  human wastes ;  a l so  the 
s ludge shou ld be promoted and appl ied to  agr icu l tu ra l  land to  
improve so i l  condi t ions .   
“Urban dra inage and some sewage shou ld be t reated a lso  on - s i te  
by ensur ing suf f ic ient  area for  in f i l t rat ion in  semi - ru ra l  res ident ia l  
areas .  In  the cent ra l  u rban areas ,  sewerage shou ld be prov ided,  
and sewage t reatment  fac i l i t ies  es tab l i shed.    
 
T reated sewage would be appl ied to  i r r igate agr icu l tu ra l  land.  
Water  avai lab i l i ty  w i l l  be improved as  a  prerequis i te  of  the New 
City  development ,  wh ich would benef i t  the ex i s t ing v i l lages  as  
wel l .   
 
Better  water  management in  the v i l lages  would mit igate f lush  
f loods  due to  snowmelt  and gu l ly  e ros ion.  Enhanced water  
retent ion capacity  of  land due to  so i l  improvement  would a l so  
have the mit igat ion ef fects .  
 
Use of  renewable energy would be another  aspect  of  the recyc le -
or iented eco -ci ty .  Power  generat ion by so lar ,  w ind  and min i -hydro 

                                                             
93 I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 6  
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shou ld be encouraged in  the new c i ty  by apply ing the s tate -of -art  
technology.  Rura l  e lect r i f icat ion by min i -hydro shou ld be part  o f  
the better  water  management in  the ex i s t ing v i l lages  around the 
new c i ty  s i te .   
 
The concept  of  waste to  energy may a lso  be appl ied to  t reat  the 
so l id  wastes .  Organic  wastes  would be separated and used for  
biogas d igest ion,  and remain ing combust ib le  wastes  inc inerated to  
generate e lect r ic i ty  in  both ways .”  (J ICA Study 2009:  11)  

 

 
Bas ica l ly ,  J ICA’s  team t r ied to  implement  in  the KNC master  p lan 
most  of  the  known pr inc ip les  of  c i ty  p lann ing  that  have been 
ex is t ing s ince the Garden Ci ty  Movements  of  E .  Howard.  
The i r  approach of  ru ra l -urban complementary  and the soc io -
economic  diver s i ty  are  adopted concepts  of  Howard,  jus t  
t rans lated into  a more contemporary  context .  
 
Respect ing the g iven landscape and nature in  the i r  p lann ing 
approach and enhancement  of  ex i s t ing green areas  ( l i ke  the 
natura l  gu l l ies)  in to  a wel l  though th rough green network  to  be 
used by cyc l i s t  and pedest r ian,  were a l ready thought  in  p lans  of  Le  
Corbus ie r  in  Chandigarh as  wel l  as  in  the p lans  of  M i l ton Keynes .  
 
But  what  immense ly  d i f fe rs  i s  that  no raster  o r  g r id  sys tem was 
appl ied.  J ICA t r ied very  much to  fo l low the g iven landscape 
s t ructure and  accompl i sh  them to a funct ion ing road or  land use 
pattern .  
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76 :  L a n d  U s e  P l a n  P r o p o s a l  o f  K a b u l  N e w  C i t y  b y  J I C A ,  2 0 0 9  [ 94]  

 

 

                                                             
94 J I C A ,  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  
E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p .  1 6  
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3.4 WHY KABUL NEW C ITY STAYED A VISION 
 
Cons ider ing the urban developments  and concepts  of  the ear ly  
20 t h  century  t i l l  the beginn ing of  the ear ly  21 s t  century ,  i t  seamed 
of  a  log ica l  consequence to  p lan Kabul  New Ci ty  the way i t  was 
proposed by J ICA in  2006 for  the I s lamic Republ ic  of  Afghanis tan.  
 
As a l ready ment ioned,  concepts  of  the Garden Ci ty  Movement 
were taken over  to  the proposa l ,  such as  to  be a soc ia l   (and 
economical)  c i ty -  a c i ty  w i th  se l f  funct ion ing neighborhoods ,  in  the 
sense that  most  of  the dai ly  needs would be fac i l i tated and 
access ib le  with in  a  walk ing d i s tance;  se l f -conta ined and se l f  
sus ta inable th rough the ru ra l -urban complementary  by keeping 
ex is t ing ru ra l  s t ructures  of  Dehsabz,  p reserv ing the o ld  water ing 
sys tems (Karez -underground channels )  and attach ing a w ider  
agr icu l tu ral  area in  the v ic in i ty  (Bar ikab)  to  feed the new c i ty  w i th  
f resh  vegetables  and f ru i t s .  
 
The ex i s t ing green areas  were kept  and enhanced as  greenbel t s  
along the mounta in  s ide ,  a l so  the ex i s t ing gul ly  t ra i l s  were fo l lowed 
and shaped in to  a funct ion ing greenery  network  accord ing the 
te r ra in  s lope,  wh ich i s  fa l l ing natura l ly  f rom east  to  west .   
 
The master  p lan of  KNC i s  perfect ly  and minute ly  deta i led and 
performed:  the in f rast ructure of  the road networks ,  the water  
sys tems,  sewerage ,  e lect r ic i ty ,  te lecommunicat ion as  wel l  as  soc ia l  
in f ras t ructures ,  such as  educat ional ,  re l ig ious ,  cu l tu ra l ,  heal th  and 
rec reat ional  fac i l i t ies  are  prec ise ly  planned and descr ibed and  
how to be implement  in  the di f fe rent  s tages,  but  i ron ica l ly  i t  was  
al l  fo r  noth ing.  
 
P ro jected implementat ion t imes  and budget ing cou ld not  be kept  
dur ing the ef for t s  to  rea l i ze  the mega pro ject  fo r  wh ich the 
Dehsabz C i ty  Development  Author i ty  was then in  charge for  by the 
personal  decree of  fo rmer  P res ident  Hamid Karza i .  
 
The quest ion why the Kabul  New City  P ro ject  fa i led and thus  w i l l  
s tay a v i s ion or  even better  to  say an i l lus ion can be answered as  
fo l low:  
 
“….Comprehens ive p lann ing (master  p lann ing)  in  the las t  decades 
has changed to  one in  which the mak ing of  the p lan i s  a  
par t ic ipatory p lan–making process .”  (Levy,  J .M.  1988:  104)  
 
The master  p lan of  KNC was not  part ic ipatory  at  the beginn ing.  
Only  when the ent i re  master  p lan was ready,  there were ef for t s  o f  
inc lud ing the ex i s t ing communit ies  in  Dehsabz and seek ing the i r  
v i s ions  and ideas.   
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The bottom -up approach was incorporated ins tead of  at  the 
beginn ing on ly  at  the far  end of  p lann ing s tages ,  where the r ig id  
plann ing cou ld not  be rev i sed or  changed at  any means.  

P lann ing a c i ty  means f i r s t  o f  a l l  unders tanding the people,  
knowing the i r  h i s to ry ,  cu l tu ra l  background,  re l ig ious  and t rad i t ional  
in f luences,  the i r  habi t s  and preferences .  

The Afghan cu l tu re  has  been around for  over  two mi l lenn ia,  t rac ing 
back to  at  least  the t ime of  the Achaemenid Empi re  in  500 BCE as  
ment ioned a l ready in  the in t roduct ion  part :  

I t  i s  most ly  a  nomadic and t r iba l  soc iety ,  w i th  d i f fe rent  reg ions  of  
the count ry  hav ing the i r  own t rad i t ions ,  re f lect ing the mul t i -cul tu ra l  
and mul t i - l ingual  character  of  the nat ion.  In  the southern and 
eastern  reg ion the people l ive accord ing to  the Pashtun cu l tu re  by 
fo l lowing Pashtunwal i ,  wh ich i s  an ancient  way of  l i fe  that  i s  s t i l l  
preserved.  The remainder  of  the count ry  i s  cu l tu ra l ly  Pers ian and 
Turk ic .  Some non -Pashtuns  who l ive  in  prox imi ty  w i th  Pashtuns  have 
adopted Pashtunwal i  in  a  process  ca l led Pashtun izat ion (or  
Afghanizat ion ) .  Mi l l ions  of  Afghans  who have been l iv ing in  
Pak is tan and I ran over  the las t  30  years  have been in f luenced by 
the cu l tu res  of  those ne ighbor ing nat ions .  

Afghans  d i sp lay pr ide in  the i r  cu l tu re ,  nat ion,  ancest ry ,  and above 
al l ,  the i r  re l ig ion and independence.  L ike  other  h igh landers ,  they 
are regarded wi th  ming led apprehens ion and condescens ion,  fo r  
the i r  h igh regard for  personal  honor ,  fo r  the i r  t r ibe loya l ty  and for  
the i r  readiness  to  use fo rce to  se t t le  d i sputes .   

Though urbanizat ion took p lace more than a l ready 3000 years  ago 
in  the northern  parts  of  Afghanis tan,  the ‘ t rue’  process  of  
urbaniz ing and a lso  modern iz ing th rough evo lut ionary  
development  processes  as  i t  happened in  the Western  Wor ld ,  
neve r  happened.  

 
Kabul  had and has  -  effected by attempts  of  modern izat ion as  wel l  
as western izat ion -  gained on popular i ty  as  an urban center  
caused by e i ther  po l i t ica l  o r  commerce factors ,  wh ich led to  a 
mingl ing of  the populat ion,  but  i t  fa i led to  become an  urbani ty  as  
we unders tand i t  in  the contemporary  t imes :  A  c lean,  green,  se l f  
sus ta inable,  smart ,  c reat ive  and att ract ive c i ty ,  where there i s  
place for  every  one and any one,  w i th  suf f ic ient  publ ic  and 
admin is t rat ive serv ices  as  wel l  as  excel lent  publ ic  t ransportat ion or  
even a future -or ientated heal thcare and educat ional  sys tem.  
 
‘Afghans’  pret ty  much s t ick  to  the i r  t rad i t ion and ancest ry  habi t s  
s ince centur ies .  At tempts  of  modern izat ion dur ing K ing Amanual lah 
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or  dur ing K ing Zah i r  Shah ,  were e i ther  s topped by c ler ica l  
in f luences or  by po l i t ica l  power  caused poss ib ly  by fore ign power  
s t rateg ies ,  ne i ther  were the d i f fe rent  ethn ica l  communit ies  
harmonized between each other  to  make Kabul  a  great  genius  loc i  
again  as i t  used to  be once dur ing the Babur  Shah t ime in  the 16 t h  
century .  
 
Bas ica l ly  the v i s ion of  a  great ,  modern c i ty  w i th  a l l  th inkable  
contemporary  fac i l i t ies ,  s tayed an i l lus ion and noth ing more than a 
pol i t ica l  decree because i t  was  indoctr inated f rom h igh above.  
There was no s ing le  bottom -down approach:  people were not  
consu l ted and invo lved.  
The c i ty  f ina l ly  was not  meant  fo r  the people but  i t  was  a ‘ show 
off ’  o f  the po l i t ica l  power  of  that  t ime.  
 
Despi te  the fact  and ef for t s  of  the profess ional i sm  and perfect ion  
of  the J ICA team to propose technica l ly  a  “per fect”  p lan,  i t  m issed 
many leve ls  o f  soc ia l ,  cu l tu ra l ,  t rad i t iona l  and pol i t ica l  leve ls  of  
unders tanding the complex i ty  of  the ent i re  g iven ci rcumstances :  
 
There was and i s  a  constant  lack of  fo l lowing factors  fo r  
implement ing  such a per fect l y  thought  th rough and  good wi l l  
att i tude :  
 

-  Lack of  exper ienced local  p lanners  (on ly  externa l  
consu l tants)  

-  Lack of  the S tate po l i t ica l  and economical  power  ( land 
grabbing and power  of  maf ia)  

-  Lack of  c lear  s t rateg ies  and concepts  (cou ld not  keep the 
mega project  long enough h idden,  so  i t  would not  be 
popular  t i l l  the very  bas ic  in f rast ructures  and publ ic  fac i l i t ies  
would have been f inanced and bu i l t )  

-  Lack of  techn ica l  feas ib i l i t ies  ( i s sues  of  water  supply)  

-  Lack of  secur i ty  ( fo re ign investors  got  d i scouraged to  invest  
fu r ther  or  at  a l l ) .  

-  Lack of  s tate f inancia l  means  
 

 

“ . . The two most  powerfu l  too ls  fo r  car ry ing out  the phys ica l  s ide of  
a p lan are the capi ta l  investments  as  ca l led for  the capi ta l  budget  
and land -use cont ro l s .  Capi to l  investment  in  roads,  publ ic  fac i l i t ies ,  
and ut i l i t ies  c reate the bas ic  condi t ion that  permit  development ,  
which land -use cont ro l s  then shape and channel .  Ideal ly ,  capi ta l  
investment  and land -use cont ro l s  shou ld be cons i s tent  w i th  one 
another  and wi th  the comprehens ive p lan -  the master  p lan”  (Levy,  
J .M.  1988:  110) .  
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The government  of  Afghanis tan  and the munic ipa l i ty  of  Kabul  had 
no own capi ta l s  to  invest ,  e specia l ly  in  necessary  publ ic  fac i l i t ies  
and serv ices ,  such as water  and sewage - supply ,  e lect r ic i ty ,  roads 
and publ ic  fac i l i t ies .  I t  was too much re ly ing on publ ic -pr ivate 
partnersh ips  as  wel l  as  on s imple pr ivate investments .  These never  
happened due to  the secur i ty  s i tuat ion as  wel l  as  due to  non -
ex i t ing necessary  in f rast ructures ,  i .e .  road connect iv i ty ’ s  or  even 
suf f ic ient  water  supply ,  i f  investors  wanted to  invest  in  a  school  o r  
univers i ty  in  KNC.  
 
Unfor tunate ly  a l l  invo lved part ies  in  the process  of  the 
implementat ion to  s imply  focus  on a core bu i ld ing  ( l i ke  the tour  
E i f fe l  in  Par i s )  or  major  s t ructure ,  such as  water  supply ,  wh ich would 
att ract  habi tants  o r  investors  to  gradual ly  occupy the c i ty  fo r  
themse lves .  
The on ly  occupiers  t i l l  today are most ly  land grabbers  and maf ia  
gangs .   
 
The v i s ion might  have been better  implemented,  i f  the h i s to r ica l  
context  would have been s tud ied in  depth,  so  that  the lessons  
learned f rom ear l ie r  m is takes  cou ld have been avo ided.  The 
cul tu ra l  and ethn ica l  pecul ia r i t ies ,  were to  theoret ica l  
approached and a proper  soc ia l  analys i s  was  miss ing.  The 
f inancia l  means were abso lute ly  not  g iven for  a  mega pro ject  
such as  KNC and were jus t  ignored.  Po l i t ica l ly ,  the top -down 
approach was accord ing latest  u rban development  outdated.   
 

 
 
 
77 :  T h e  H i s t o r i c a l ,  C u l t u r a l  a n d  E t h n i c a l  I m p o r t a n c e  w i t h i n  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  

A p p r o a c h e s  a n d  V i s i o n s  [95]  

 

                                                             
95 G r a p h i c  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 5  
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4 WHY C ITY V ISIONS FAIL OR SUCCEED 
 
 
Chandigarh was a c i ty  p lanned on a drawing board  -  a b luepr int  
ci ty  -  (Re ißbrett -Stadt) ,  so  was B ras i l ia ,  M i l ton Keynes  as  wel l  as  
KNC.  
 
None of  these c i t ies ,  such as  Chandigarh,  Bras i l ia ,  M i l ton Keynes  or  
KNC, were evo lved and created by habi tants  and se l f -organized 
communit ies  in  jo int  p lann ing process .  
 
They were a l l  po l i t ica l  v i s ions  imposed  upon the populat ion bl ind ly  
bel iev ing in  the sys tems because what  has  lacked and s t i l l  does 
lack,  i s  to  make reasonable and sens ib le  decis ions  based upon 
common sense,  which  inc ludes  an awareness  of  the ident i ty ,  the 
se l f -exper ienced t rad i t ions ,  ex i s t ing t rade -habit s  and cu l tu ra l  
pract ices ,  and not  upon forced pol i t ica l  power  and s t rateg ies .  
 
The fa i lu res  of  modern i s t  p lann ing in  d i f fe rent  count r ies ,  low  
income,  middle - income or  r ich count r ies ,  made inte l lectua l ’ s  
movements  th ink  of  a  more co l laborat ive and communicat ive 
approach of  p lann ing  rather  than imposed v i s ions ,  where the 
people would  say what  they need or  env i s ion .   
 
In  a  publ i shed cr i t ique of  1961,  Jane Jacobs ment ions  the 
“fundamenta l  p rob lem of  modern i s t  u rban p lann ing,  even when 
wel l -  in tent ioned,  was that  i t  was  used to  ‘put  people in  the i r  
place’  w i thout  pay ing much heed to  what  people were do ing and 
what they wanted .”  (Be l l ,  J . /Fox,  S .  2009:  203)  
 
The attempts  and rud iments  of  part ic ipatory ,  community  re lated 
“p lace -making” p lann ing approaches as  wel l  as  focus  on 
decentra l i zat ion inc lud ing  per iphera l  p lann ing have on ly  been 
s tar ted recent ly  fo r  Kabul  reg ion and the old ci ty .   
 
The success  fo r  that  ” fe l t -plan” th rough part ic ipatory  creat ion of  
“p lace -making” and ‘space -making’  p lans  has  to  be awaited by 
the lessons  learned out  of  fa i lu res .  
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4.1 COMPARISION OF KNC TO CHANDIGARH, 
BRASILIA AND MK 

 
 
In  cont rary  to  the KNC pro ject ,  Chandigarh,  B ras i l ia  and Mi l ton 
Keynes  succeeded as  env is ioned planned pro jects ,  even though 
being p lanned on the drawing board  (a  “blue  pr int” )  f i r s t  in  o rder  
to  become  real i ty  accord ing ly .   
 
Chandigarh became  in  rea l  a success fu l  c i ty ,  though i t  was  a l so  a 
pol i t ica l  decis ion  bar ing a h igh po l i t ica l  meaning as in  case of  KNC  
also bar ing a  high po l i t ica l  meaning  and being f i r s t  p lanned on 
paper  as  a  b luepr int :  i t  was  meant ,  as ment ioned ,  to  reassure  and 
give back a los t  ident i ty  of  the Pun jab people and express  the 
Ind ian Independency f rom a co lon ia l  S tate:  the B r i t i sh .  
 
In  cont rast  to  KNC,  the p lann ing v i s ion and implementat ion 
approaches of  Chandigarh were processed by great arch i tects  
and p lanners  of  that  t ime,  l i ke  Le Corbus ie r .  
 
His  modern i s t  v i s ion was to  improve the condi t ions  of  humanity  in  
the motor i zed wor ld .   
 
Even though not  fami l ia r  w i th  the cul tu re  of  Ind ia  and the Pun jab ,  
nor  w i th  the ex i s t ing c l imate,  h i s  v i s ion to  accommodate people in  
modern bu i ld ings  and respect  the landscape and ex i s t ing beauty  
of  nature as  an eminent  in tegrated part  led to  the des i red success  
bes ides  other  p lann ing factors .  
 
Chandigarh has  even  become wor ld -wide by i t s  v i s ionary  p lann ing 
a  tour i s t ic  at t ract ion,  desp i te  the fact  that  people actua l ly  l i ke  to  
be there and cont r ibute to  the everyday happening s ,  wealth  and 
growth of  the i r  “C i ty  Beaut i fu l” .  
 
I t  was  a lucky co inc idence to  ga in  such a v i s ionary  l i ke  Le 
Corbus ie r  fo r  the master  plann ing of  Chandigarh in  the 50 t h  of  the 
las t  century .   
 
KNC was not  proposed by contemporary  wor ld -wide known and 
admired arch i tects  o r  p lanners ,  l i ke  maybe Rem Koolhaas or  
Herzog& De Meuron ,  MVRDV or  Tadao Ando,  Peter  Zumthor ,  jus t  to  
ment ion a few.  
 
Bras i l ia  had that  fo r tune to  have been exposed to  a contest ,  where 
more than 5500 entr ies  were submit ted and on ly  one won:  Lúc io  
Costa.  A famous local  arch i tect  and p lanner .  In  addi t ion,  the wel l -  
known arch i tect  Oskar  N iemeyer ,  was  to  be the core arch i tect  of  
al l  admin i s t rat ive bu i ld ings .  
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Th i s  “blue pr in t  utopia”  as  Hols ton  i s  ca l l ing i t ,  was  a CIAM 
manifesto  as  both Cotsa and N iemeyer  “have pract iced i t s  
p r inc ip les  w i th  renowned c lar i ty .  ….  I t s  most  s ign i f icant  mani fes to ,  
The Athens  Charter ,  def ines  the ob ject ives  of  c i ty  p lann ing in  te rms 
of  four  funct ions” :  Hous ing,  work ,  le i su re  and t raf f ic ,  where the 
t raf f ic  br ings  usefu l ly  the  other  th ree into  communicat ion  (Ho ls ton,  
J .  1989:  31) .  
 
Unluck i ly ,  such a wor ldwide consensus  among arch i tects  and 
planners ,  as  the CIAM was,  does not  ex i s t  any longer  s ince the mid 
50 t h  of  the 20 t h  century ,  so  that  common p lat forms fo r  better  
plann ing v i s ions  and ideas  were and are not  any longer  g iven,  
which might  have had led to  a better  v i s ionary  so lut ion of  KNC, as  
did the v i s ion for  B ras i l ia  th rough constant  consu l tat ion and 
knowledge exchange of  profess ionals  of  that  t ime .  
 
Though in  c r i t ics ,  Bras i l ia  does not  funct ion  wel l  as  a  “soc ia l”  ci ty  
al legedly  because of  i t s  “de -his tor ic i z ing  and decontextua l i z ing 
premises”  (Ho ls ton,  J .  1989:  315) ,  as  the soc ia l  fo rces  somehow 
were be ing  para lyzed by the arch i tecture and the d imens ions ,  so  
dis tant  f rom the human sca le  and the inher i ted space percept ion 
and bu i ld ing conste l lat ions .  
 
Mi l ton Keynes  was d i f fe rent  in  i t s  approach of  p lann ing as i t  t r ied 
to  rescale  somehow back the “nature”  and,  s t i l l  us ing pr inc ip les  of  
the modern i s t  p lann ing pr inc ip les ,  i t  t r ied to  have a sor t  o f  more 
env i ronmenta l  unders tanding of  the modern i s t  idea by keeping the 
gr id  s t ructure ,  but  fo l lowing s t i l l  the topography of  the ex i s t ing s i te .  
 
Th i s  has  become a harmonized melt ing of  theoret ica l  gr id  patterns  
and natura l  ex i s t ing landscape.  I t  was  spacious  and compared 
many t imes  to  Los  Angeles  w i th  i t  suburban  character  on a smal le r  
sca le .  
I t  was  “hype”  to  be a part  of  a  modern community ,  that  was 
spread a lmost  out  of  noth ing  in to  ex i s tence and becoming.  
 
MK, Bras i l ia  and Chandigarh became rea l i t ies  and  were  al l   
implemented,  i t s  not  about  how wel l  or  poor ly  they were 
implemented,  i t  i s  the fact  that  they do ex i s t  and funct ion as  c i t ies  
and are ,  i f  not  in  the case of  B ras i l ia ,  as much populated as  
or ig ina l ly  p lanned ,  they are dwelt  and even wor ld -wide known .  
 
Unfor tunate ly ,  Kabul  New Ci ty ,  was  so miss -managed that  i t  cou ld 
not  even make i t  to  be advert i sed to  a greater  audience outs ide 
of  Afghanis tan’s  borders ,  fo r  ins tance to  the Wor ld  Urban Forums 
(WUF)  not  to  ment ion  that  f rom the beginn ing i t  would have had 
been better  to  keep i t  a  s i lent  pro ject  t i l l  the t ime a major  
achievement ,  i .e .  the prov i s ion of  water  o r  the bas ic  road networks  
had been bu i l t .  
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Invo lved part ies  and decis ion makers  in  the KNC pro ject  had that  
great  dream and v i s ion of  f ina l ly  p rov ing the wor ld  how fantast ic  
Afghanis tan can be,  how much potent ia l s  actua l ly  ex i s t  o f  
profess ionals  o r  semi -profess ional  af ter  30  years  of  war .  
 
Dur ing 30 years  of  war  and f ight ing in  the 20 t h  and 21 s t  century ,  
Afghanis tan’s  c i t ies  in f ras t ructure and predominant ly  Kabul ’ s  
in f ras t ructure suf fe red due to  dest ruct ion.  
 
I t  was  an i l lus ion of  a l l  invo lved members  to  be l ieve that  30  years  
of  war  damage,  where the core in te l l igence had f led the count ry  
and on ly  few lef t  to  keep the f lag up,  can be recovered wi th in  10  
years  and the soc iety  would be able to  bu i l t  a  “modern”  c i ty  
s im i la r  to  what  Western  count r ies  were able  to  do af ter  war  
conf l ic ts .   
 
Afghanis tan was d i f fe rent ,  i t  was  bra in  dra ined f rom the beginn ing,  
when the Sov iet  invas ion took p lace in  1979.  
Many young ta lented s tudents  and youth as  wel l  as  success fu l  
bus inessman van ished and never  where found back.  
 
Those who f led  -  most ly  the wea l thy  and e l i te’s  of  the soc iety  -  
could not  cont r ibute to  a wel l  funct ion ing  soc iety  of  the c i ty  nor  
prov ide any support  to  the sys tems or  ass i s tance in  mainta in ing 
publ ic  serv ices :  They le f t  everyth ing,  f rom owned land to  even 
close fami ly  members  because of  th reats  and fear  of  l i fe .  
 
So the quest ion i s ,  was  i t  on ly  the lack of  competencies ,  the 
i l lu s ionary  v i s ion of  mak ing some th ing b ig  out  of  a  bas ica l ly  
deserted area in  a  post -war conf l ic ted count ry ,  o r  were there 
other  factors ,  that  jus t  d id  not  paved the way for  the success?  
 
The quest ion i s  obso lete:  Recent  and former  po l i t ica l  rea l i t ies  does  
not  a l low a count ry  of  such an important  s t rateg ic  locat ion and 
with  enormous amounts  of  incredib ly  natura l  resources ,  wh ich are 
in  h igh demand specia l ly  fo r  today ’ s  modern technolog ies  such as  
l i th ium,  u ran ium and cupper ,  to  become  an admirab le  count ry .  
There are too many conf l ic t s  of  in terest ,  in  te rms of  geopol i t ics  as  
wel l  as  in  te rms of  g lobal -pol i t ics ,  which intervene and d id  so  fo r  
centur ies .  
  
Despi te  the po l i t ica l  s t ruggles ,  other  important  factors  fo r  an  
eff ic ient  p lann ing of  KNC were missed ,  l i ke  the ethn ica l  
dis tu rbances and the fact  that  ex i s t ing centur ies  old s t ructures  
were not  be ing taken into  con s iderat ion:   
 
The v i s ion fo r  KNC to create th rough that  technocrat ic  p lann ing a 
so -cal led soc ia l -economical  d ivers i ty ,  but  not  g iv ing p lann ing 
spaces fo r  the d ivers i ty ,  d id  not  lead to  a prosper ing c i ty  s i tuat ion,  
because the core ex i s t ing t rade t rad i t ions  and commerce habi t s  as  
wel l  as  centur ies  o ld  agr icu l tu ra l  knowledge of  the soc iety  were 
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not  prev ious ly  s tud ied in -depth.  Thus  jus t  the ment ion ing of  a  
soc ia l -economical  d ivers i ty  was a wel l -meaning.  
 
Cit ies  in  the modern sense are unders tood as  organism -  l i v ing 
organism.   
A r ig id  technocrat  c i ty  v i s ion  that  has  noth ing in  common with  the 
soc ia l  d ivers i ty  and cu l tu ra l  pecul ia r i ty  of  Afghanis tan,  was f rom 
the very  beginn ing condemned to  fa i lu re .  
 
After  the fa l l  o f  the Ta l iban reg ime in  2001,  i t  was  less  lucky for  the 
Afghan nat ion to  be ro l led over  by p lanners  and technocrats  f rom 
Western  and Developed count r ies ,  such as  Japan,  Germany,  
F rance,  etc.  rather  than by v i s ionar ies .  
 
Most  important ly ,  the v i s ionary  was miss ing,  a  v i s ionary  w i th  
updated,  sens i t ive  and cu l tu ra l  re lated  plann ing abi l i t ies .  
 
Afghanis tan was at  that  t ime be l ieved to  be a hor r i f ic  p lace to  l i ve  
in :  Underdeveloped,  outdated,  a lmost  a  “black ho le”  governed by 
fundamenta l i s t  o f  “dark  minds” .  
 
I t  was  no co inc idence that  most  what  was thought  then,  af ter  the 
doors  to  Afghanis tan were opened again ,  and an euphor ic  mood 
of  f reedom and development  ra i sed,  was main ly  p lanned by 
outs iders  imagin ing a c i ty  on the i r  cozy  desktops  and tab les  back 
in  the i r  hometowns,  but  they d id  not  exper ienced in -depth the c i ty  
and the  pecul ia r i t ies  of  the Afghan cul tu ra l .  
 
Keep in  mind  that  even today most  of  the development  a id  i s  
performed in s ide compounds,  guesthouses ,  locked and heav i ly  
protected te r r i to r ies ,  where only  pr iv i leged and reg is tered workers  
are a l lowed to enter ,  but  an actua l  face to  face work  i s  ra re ly  
given and most  important ;  to  exper ience as  a  fo re igner  the dai ly  
l i fe  cul tu re  (Lebensku l tu r )  o f  Afghans  i s  a lmost  imposs ib le  -  
unfor tunate ly .  
 
Thus ,  the master  p lan of  KNC did  not  take in to  cons iderat ion the 
soc ia l  context  and the ex i s t ing soc ia l  dynamics .  E f fo r t s   were not  
made to rather  pr io r i t i ze  p lann ing s teps ,  such as  ins i s t ing on a 
census  dur ing the consu l tat ion process ,  ins tead of  mis leading a ju s t  
recovered nat ion f rom war  condi t ions  and of fer ing a “per fect”  
techn ica l  master  p lan  aimed rather  fo r  indust r ia l i zed  countr ies  than 
fo r  a  count ry  w i th  predominant ly  agr icu l tu ra l  and t rad ing 
background .  
 
Also the wel l -meant master  p lan was by than outda ted in  regard to  
la test  approaches  of  c i ty  p lann ing:  
In  the f i r s t  ha l f  o f  the 20 t h  century ,  p lann ing was a h igh ly  
centra l i zed approach,  by the middle  of  the 20 t h  century  a  
“decidedly  modern i s t  v i s ion of  c i ty  p lann ing had spread across  the 
globe.  In  the process  many of  the soc ia l  concerns  of  u rban 
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plann ing p ioneers  had g iven way to  top -down,  un iversa l i z ing 
approaches that  were over ly  rat ional  and insens i t ive to  soc ia l  and 
cul tu ra l  d ivers i ty .”  (Be l l ,  J . ,  Fox ,  S .  2009:  203)  
 
The KNC v i s ion fa i led:  i t  fa i led because i t  was  a  s t i f f  p lan w i th  no 
f lex ib le  and interact ive p lann ing approaches.  Communit ies  and 
ci t i zens  were neglected,  p lans  were drawn and ideas  were 
developed accord ing to  personal  preferences  of  the p lanners ,  but  
not  accord ing to  the needs and des i res  of  the c i t i zens .  
 
An exact  census  of  the ex i s t ing populat ion would have had he lped 
a better  and a more sens i t ive,  feas ib le  p lann ing on a smal le r  sca le .  
Determin ing areas  of  h igher  dens i ty  in  ex i s t ing Kabul  would have 
had maybe avoided the unnecessary  expendi tu res  that  were done 
fo r  KNC:  A l l  ended up in  the arch iv ing sys tems but  a  phys ica l  
ex is tence of  a  des i red and needed c i ty  or  c i ty  part  had to  be 
abandoned.  
 
To c i te  S igf r ied Gideon f rom h is  book Space,  T ime and 
Arch i tecture :  “…There must  be a v i ta l  in te r - re lat ion between the 
v i s ion and the rea l i ty  deve loped…The p lanner  jus t  makes  decis ions  
on ar rangements .  The f ina l  appearance wi l l  be le f t  to  the synergy 
of  g iven c i rcumstances . ”  (G iedeon,  S igf r ied 1976:  484)  
 
That  synergy never  happened unfor tunate ly  fo r  the KNC pro ject ,  
nei ther  cou ld the p lann ing g ive so lut ions  and case sens i t ive  
approaches fo r  a  success fu l  implementat ion nor  space for  
reth ink ing the v i s ion.  
 
The precondi t ion of  a  cu l tu re  was miss ing,  which  would have 
helped to  unders tand a master  p lan of  that  d imens ion and 
perfect ion i sm. To refer  to  S igf r ied Giedeon ‘ s  “cu l tu ra l  
precondi t ion”  -  “Voraussetzung e iner  Ku l tu r” :  “Before we s t ipu late  
an ent i ty  of  emot ional ,  in te l lectua l  and pol i t ica l  cu l tu re  in  a  
disorganized wor ld ,  we have to  recognize f i r s t  how much the 
Emot ion (Gefühlsmäßige)  and the Inte l lect  (das  In te lektue l le)  are 
re lated to  each other  and how much we have become c loser  to  
the precondit ions  of  every  cu l tu re :  The af f in i ty  between the 
methods of  in te l lect  and those of  the emot ion……Every  human act  
i s  fo rmed unconsc iuos ly  by a certa in  emot ional  background….So 
we come across  th i s  Paradoxan that  in  our  t imes  the fee l ing i s  
more d i f f icu l t  than the th ink ing ( f ree t rans lat ion) .”  (G iedeon,  
S igf r ied 1976:  510 -511)  
 
The master  p lan ing of  KNC was based on l in te l lectua l  and 
regu lat ive parameters  of  “Western”  p lann ing cr i te r ias ,  but  the 
actual  sense for  what  i s  necessary  fo r  a  soc iety  such as  the 
Afghan,  was not  fe l t ,  not  to  ment ion a soc ia l  analys i s  which was 
not  even per formed.  
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The indoctr inated c i ty  v i s ion would have had been more 
appropr iate for  an indust r ia l i zed and advanced soc iety ,  wh i le  the 
Afghan economical  cu l tu re  and h i s to ry  was and i s  to  90% on 
agr icu l tu re  and t rade.  How could i t  be of  reason to  p lan as  i t  
would have been an indust r ia l i zed count ry?  Specia l ly  af ter  the 
war,  that  l i t t le  indust r ia l i zat ion that  Kabul  had exper ienced  40 
years  back,  was gone forever .  
 

 
 
78 :  J a n g a l a k ,  F o r m e r  I ndu s t r ia l  A r e a  i n  K a b u l ,  D e s t r o y e d  D u r i n g  t h e  3 0  Y e a r s  o f  

W a r  B e t w e e n  1 9 8 9 - 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 1 5  [ 96]  

 
As i t  i s  a  very  predominant  fact  in  Kabul  the major i ty  of  people 
create the i r  own sett lements  in formal ly  and do not  pay much 
attent ion to  any cent ra l i zed v i s ion of  p lanners  o r  ent i t ies ,  and they 
serv ice the i r  set t lements  accord ing to  the i r  own speci f ic  needs and 
preferences .  (Be l l ,  J . /Fox ,  S .  2009:  204)  
 
 

                                                             
96 Image  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 5  
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79 :  B a b a  Kushqa r  V i l l a g e  i n  D e h s a b z ,  2 0 1 4  [ 97]  

 

In  th i s  context  i t  would have been maybe better  to  determine 
ex is t ing v i l lages  and areas  of  KNC,  such as  Paymonar  as  a  zone in  
Dehsabz and the v i l lage Baba -Kushqar ,  wh ich have potent ia l s  fo r  
growing as  areas  whi le  keeping the i r  ru ra l  appearance,  and 
encouraging rather  and conv inc ing people to  s tar t  improvements  
with in  the i r  te r r i to r ies  th rough mutual ,  communicat ive and 
cooperat ive d i scuss ion and so lut ions  proposa ls :  
 
Proposa ls  o f  re furb i sh ing and g iv ing an ancient  sh r ine in  Paymonar  
a better  access ,  better  in f rast ructure and  re furb i shment  ideas  fo r  
the bui ld ing s t ructure and garden area,  might  have had a 
smoother  s tar t  fo r  rea l  “development”  rather  than t ry ing tense a 
“modern izat ion” .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
97 I m a g e  b y  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 4  
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80 :  P a y m o n a r  l o o k i n g  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S h r i n e  o f  P a y m o n a r ,  2 0 1 4  [ 98]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
81 :  P a y m o n a r ’ s  s e m i  r u ra l  a rea -  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  “ f o r t r e s s ” ,  2 0 1 4  [ 99]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
98 I m a g e  b y  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 4  
99 I m a g e  b y  A u t h o r ,  A p r i l  2 0 1 4  
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4.2 HOW C ITY V ISIONS CAN HELP 
 
 
City  v i s ions  can he lp  when the major  chal lenge i s  abso lute l y  clear  
and the greater  task  tota l ly  unders tood on a l l  leve ls  that  u rban 
plann ing i s  coherence wi th :   
 

-  Ter r i to r ia l/ reg ion leve l  (d iverse  c l imate)  

-  Land and property  ( s tate and pr ivate ownersh ip  re lat ion)  

-  Socia l  leve l  (ethn ica l  d ivers i ty )  

-  Cultu ra l  leve l  ( t rad i t ion,  re l ig ious  d ivers i ty  and 
consc iousness  of  ident i ty )  

-  Pol i t ica l  leve l  (government  in terests )  

-  Management leve l  (when,  what ,  where and who )  

-  Implementat ion  leve l  ( t ime,  sca le ,  area )  

-  Sp i r i tua l/metaphys ica l  leve l  (presence  of  mind and sense of  
atmosphere)  

-  Creat ive leve l  (changing of  mindsets ,  th ink ing out  of  boxes)  
 
Vis ions  can work  by magical ly  in terp lay ing  al l  the above 
ment ioned leve ls  o f  p lann ing ,  keeping  in  mind the cu l tu ra l ,  soc ia l  
and pol i t ica l  context  a long wi th  the speci f ic  t ime and space 
re lat ion.  
 
City  p lann ing processes  are  evo lut ionary  and need a constant  
superv i s ion as  wel l  as  cons i s tent  feedback between part ic ipants  
and invo lved people and partners  and they demand to  make r ight  
decis ions  fo r  the wel l -being of  future  generat ions .  
 
Empi r ica l ly  i t  i s  o f  importance to  keep in  mind the b igger  v i s ion,  
but  to  act  appropr iate ly  on  t ime  in  react ion to  g iven 
ci rcumstances  or  changed s i tuat ions .   
 
“Good c i ty  bu i ld ing i s  not  c reated by complex  s tat i s t ics ,  funct ional  
problem so lv ing,  o r  any part icu lar  decis ion -making process .  
Success fu l  c i t ies  in s tead come f rom people advocat ing eas i ly  
unders tood human va lues  and pr inc ip les  that  take in to  account  
the sensory ,  tact i le ,  and susta inable  qual i t ies  of  env i ronment  and 
des ign in  re lat ion to  wha t  i s  the best  of  human endeavor”  
(K r iken,  J .  L .  2010:  x i ) .  
 
City  v i s ions  can he lp when they are authent ic  and un ique and  not  
a repe t i t ion of  techn ica l  fo rmulas  and masks  of  s t rateg ies ,  v i s ions  
and methods per formed e l sewhere.   
Vis ions  have to  have an ident i ty  and can not  be taken  over  to  
other  s i tuat ions ,  reg ions ,  count r ies ,  p laces ,  cul tu res  and 
households .  
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In  the case of  Kabul  New City  v i s ion,  attempts  were made  to  
unders tand the post -war conf l ic ts  on urban leve ls ,  such as  the 
s t ra in  of  lack ing in f rast ructures  and serv ices ,  a l so  the necess i ty  of  
keeping the agr icul tu ra l  a reas  in tact  as  a  complementary  in  
addit ion to  the creat ion of  a  new c i ty ,  but  i t  lacked to  t ransfer  the 
wel l -meant ideas  in  an appropr iate manner ,  to  keep conformity  
with  the  “Afghan -Sty le”  and sca le .  I t  was  a  theoret ica l  approach 
not  a  “ fe l t - r igh t”  one,  nor  a  feas ib le  implementable v i s ion with  
regard to  costs ,  t ime,  sca le  and cu l tu re  (Afghanis tan nominal  GDP 
cur rent ly  amounts  to  ~19,654 B i l l ion  per  year ,  the water  resource 
fo r  KNC would have cost  accord ing to  J ICA s tud ies  of  2008 ~810,6  
bi l l ion!) .  
 
I t  would have been better  to  bra ins torm  to  th ink  out  of  the box 
together  w i th  the communit ies  and v i l lagers  and invest  in  core 
in f ras t ructura l  p ro jects ,  or  icon ic  bu i ld ings  and re l ig ious  or  
symbol ica l ly  important  bu i ld ings  w i th in  the Metropol i tan Area of  
Kabul ,  in s tead of  prov id ing land use - ,  t ransportat ion,  
in f ras t ructura l  p lans  fo r  an est imated 3  mi l l ion  people  without  
consu l tat ion of  them, a c i ty ,  which  could never  be bui l t  anyways ,  
as al ready  research pro jects  proved that  most  of  the Afghan  
people set t le  down in formal ly :  
 
A l ready in  2005 ,  a  research paper’s  eva luat ion was:  “….. in formal  
dwel l ings  now const i tu te  the bu lk  of  Afghanis tan’s  u rban hous ing 
s tock.  In  the face of  inef f ic ient  and unrespons ive government  
departments  people seek so lut ions  fo r  themselves .  When these 
re late to  goods such as  water  supply  and san i tat ion,  a  leve l  o f  
coord inat ion i s  necessary  fo r  the good of  the c i ty  at  la rge,  
someth ing that  i s  usua l ly  absent  when local  “do - i t -yourse l f”  
approaches prevai l .  Moreover ,  when people lose thei r  t rus t  in  
government  and opt  out  of  the respons ib i l i t ies  of  c i t i zensh ip ,  fo r  
example by not  pay ing taxes ,  th i s  can adverse ly  af fect  revenue 
generat ion and u l t imate ly  of f ic ia l  del ivery  capacity  and potent ia l .”  
(Beal l ,J . /Esser ,  D .  2005:  7)  
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82 :  I n f o r m a l  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  K a b u l  A r e a ,  2 0 1 4  [ 100]  

 
To sum  i t  up:  as  nowadays  approaches and exper iences  were 
being evaluated,  part ic ipatory  v i s ions  of  a  r ight  sca le  can be 
eas ie r  implemented.  
 
The today ’ s  dynam ic  demographic  changes and global  
in secur i t ies ,  suggest  to  p lan and be focused on sca les  between 
1:5 ,000 -  1:  2 ,000.  
 
Master  p lann ing in  a  sca le  of  1 :  10 ,000 w i l l  lead to  fa i lu re s  in  the 
21 s t  century  of  g lobal i zat ion  and demographica l  changes  on a 
high sca le ,  and as the technolog ica l  speed of  development  i s  so  
advanced  that  v i s ionary  p lann ing proposa l  meant  fo r  the next  20 -
30 years  i s  i r re levant .  
 
The fo l lowing  graphic  demonst rates  th i s  sca le  of  fa i lu re  and 
success  in  regard to  the sca l ing of  urban p lann ing and assumes:  
 
I f  the expans ion fo r  a  c i ty  i s  more than 100%,  the v i s ion fa i l s .  
I f  the expans ion i s  less  than 100 %,  the v i s ion can be a success .  
I f  the expans ion i s  less  than 50% the v i s ion w i l l  be rea l i ty .  
 

                                                             
100 I m a g e  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  J u n e  2 0 1 4  
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Failure and Success Scale of Visions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
83 :  F a i l u r e  a n d  S u c c e s s  S c a l e  [101]  

 
 
Vis ions  are more tangib le  whi le  per formed in  a  sca le ,  that  i s  
unders tood even by sens ib le  common people.  When v i s ions  burs t  
out  as  the KNC pro ject  showed,  they tend to  become fa i lu res ,  
specia l ly  when they are top -down v i s ions  fo r  soc iet ies  not  being 
r ipe for  any “modern i s t”  development ,  and not  being equipped 
with  the ‘cul tu ra l  pre -condi t ion’ .  
 
The v i s ion cou ld have been on ly  success fu l ,  i f  a smal l  sca led and 
evolut ionary  approach had been advised  based on the concept  of  
an organism:  
                                                             
101 G r a p h i c  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

 > 100% = FAILRURE= 1:  10.000

 < 100% = SUCCESS = 1 :  5.000

 < 50% = REALITY= 1:  2 .000
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Success fu l  v i s ions  are  comparable to  human k ind ’ s  des i re  to  grow 
as wel l  as  to  be  immorta l i zed :  So they natura l ly  env i s ion a new -
born chi ld  that  guarantees  the immorta l i ty  in  a  broader  sense.  
The idea and the mak ing of  a  ch i ld  might  be easy ,  but  to  grow i t  
and le t  i t  become se l f - sus ta in ing  and funct ional  on h i s/  her  own 
feet  requ i res  a min imum of  18  years .  And s t i l l  they need to  be 
guided by permanent  menta l  and adv isory  support .  
Most  of  the development  support  fa i led,  as in  case of  KNC 
because no more he lp was of fe red ,  when i t  was most  needed:  
After  10  years .  
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4.3 IF CITY VISIONS CAN NOT HELP 
 
The quest ion conta ined in  the t i t le  impl icates  that  not  a l l  v i s ions ,  as 
seen in  the case of  Kabul  New Ci ty ,  necessar i ly  help to  cont r ibute 
to  a proper  development  or  u rbanizat ion processes ,  in  part icu lar  
not  in  post -war or  f rag i le  and conf l ic ted ter r i to r ies .  
 
Also dur ing economical  and pol i t ica l  c r i ses ,  some wel l -meant 
v i s ions  are  predest inated to  fa i l  and thus  d i f fe rent  solut ions  or  
di f fe rent  ways  of  ex i s t ing mind sets  are needed .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
84 :  R a d i a n t  C i t y  H ie ra rchy  b y  L e  C o r b u s i e r  [ 102]  

                                                             
102 h t tp s : / /www.p in te re s t .com/p in /306385580872340315/  
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In  1930,  Le Corbus ie r  was in t roducing Radiant  C i ty ,  a  c i ty  v i s ion,  
that  provoked a soc ia l  re form,  and where t rad i t iona l  soc ia l  
s t ructure were abandoned for  a  more harmonic l i fe  order ,  in  wh ich 
man and women are a un i te  of  partners  shar ing  equal  r ights  and 
where man and woman equal ly  go to  work  and share  fac i l i t ies  
with in  a bu i ld ing complex .  Everyth ing i s  regu lated,  l i ke  the day 
care of  the ch i ld ren,  the household and  other  fac i l i t ies  fo r  the 
dai ly  needs.  For  the admin i s t rat ion,  Le  Corbus ie r  env is ioned a 
“pyramid  of  natura l  h ie rarch ies”  created by a harmonized and 
contro l led s t ructure  (F i shmann,  R .  1977/1989:227) .  
 
Almost  para l le l  to  the t ime,  when Le Corbus ie r  was  emphas iz ing 
that  a  created p lan i s  necessary  because the Machine Age 
requ i res  consc ious  contro l ,  F rank Lord Wr ight  thought  of  a  d i f fe rent  
v i s ion of  c i t ies  around 1929 :  
 
He was more concerned  about  the dangers  u rban l i fe  opposes  to  
the menta l  heal th  as  does  the urban economics  to  the phys ica l  
wel l -being,  as  c i t ies  have  made the Man a p iece of  cheap 
speculat ive property  by pay ing h igh rents  fo r  the dwel l ing and 
proposed the Uson ian C i ty  as a so lut ion for  h i s  Broadacre C i ty  
v is ion  (F i shmann,  R .  1977/1989 :  125) .  
 
Real  democracy in  the sense of  Wr ight’s  B roadacre C i ty  lays  on the 
dis t r ibut ion of  land to  soc iety  –  that  i s  how soc iety  would become 
independent  and a nat ion of  independent  farmers  and 
propr ietar ies  would be born.  They would create the i r  own 
communit ies  and prov ide ,  presuming by own means ,  serv ices  and 
areas  fo r  c reat ive work ,  le i su re ,  enter ta inment  and admin i s t rat ion.  
A decentra l i zat ion of  soc ia l  p ract ices  and a more fami ly -or iented 
ci ty  v i s ion was in t roduced.  
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85 :  U s o n i a n  C i t y  b y  F r a n k  L l o y d  W r i g h t  [103]  

 
Broadcare C i ty  v i s ion fa i led  complete ly ,  in  con t ra ry,  the c i ty  v i s ions  
of  Le Corbus ie r  became as  a  modern i s t  s ty le  popular  around the 
wor ld  and was su rpr i s ing ly  “ch ic”  t i l l  the ear ly  21 s t  century -  almost  
100 years  later .  
 
Vis ions ,  no matter  what  k ind of  v i s ions ,  v i s ions  fo r  a  soc ia l  o r  
pol i t ica l  re form for  change of  sys tems or  v i s ions  fo r  a  better  c i ty  
plan  can fa i l ,  i f  they don' t  have the f ru i t fu l  g round.  
 
That  f ru i t fu l  g round can be  found  or  not  be found on many levels :  
 
I t  can be the in te l lectual  level ,  that  w i thout  h igh - tech or  
advanced knowledge,  fee ls  fundamenta l  necess i t ies  and can 
judge r ight  f rom wrong by nature or  i t  can be the educat ional  
level  t ransfer red th rough a wealthy  and heal thy  soc iety  and 
commerce.  
Last  but  not  least ,  there can be the po l i t ica l  leve l  as  a  f ru i t fu l  
ground for  the rea l i zat ion of  a  great  v i s ion.  
 
In  case of  some of  the above ment ioned leve ls  a re  not  ex is tent  fo r  
the major i ty  of  area s ,  a s ing le  t ransmit ter  could poss ib ly  hold the 
great  idea and v i s ion fo r  an ent i re  nat ion.   

                                                             
103 h t tp : / /pa leo fu tu re .g i zmodo .com/b roadac re -c i t y - f rank - l l o yd -wr igh t s -unbu i l t -
subu rban -u t -1509433082  
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A t ransmit ter  equ ipped wi th  a great  character  and leadersh ip ,  who 
can conquer  l i fe  s i tuat ions ,  such  as A lexander  the Great  d id .  
 
Especia l ly  in  fo rmer  t r iba l  and nomadic cul tu res ,  g reat  
personal i t ies  are  very  much honored and the i r  be l ieve and 
knowledge are eas i ly  fo l lowed and adapted.  
Such a t ransmit ter  o r  leader  fo r  the v i s ion of  Kabul  New Ci ty  was 
miss ing.  The v i s ionary  fo r  KNC had on ly  one th ing in  mind:  Se l f -
pra ise .  
 
But  i t  was  not  the on ly  mis fo r tune:  Afghanis tan counts  today as  the 
second h ighest  count ry  fo r  cor rupt ion and br ibery -  the government  
was and i s  assuming ly  invo lved :  Maf ia  and land grabbers  
prevented the development  of  KNC mass ive ly .  
 
As Beal l  and Esser  s tated  in  the i r  research a l ready in  2005:  “The 
need for  f lex ib le  approaches as  wel l  as  cooperat ion and 
coord inat ion between government  departments  and between 
government  and res idents  i s  part icu lar ly  acute in  the context  of  
land admin i s t rat ion and hous ing,  where local  commanders ,  some 
al legedly  w i th  the back ing of  cent ra l  government ,  have been 
invo lved in  la rge land grabbing operat ions  in  the west  and the 
north  of  the c i ty  (Kabul) . ”  (Beal l ,J . /Esser ,  D .  2005:12)  
 
Orig ina l ly  the 740Km2 area of  KNC was up to  70% s tate -owned 
land.  In  2011,  when the master  p lan  and the f i r s t  s t ructure  p lan 
fo r  phase 1 ,  were a l ready  approved,  on ly  20% of  the land was 
s t i l l  under  the State property .  The  res t  was  g iven  away th rough 
fake documentat ions  and br ibery  of  people in  charge for  land 
acquis i t ion  and land t ransfer  of  the speci f ic  ent i ty  or  poss ib ly  
th rough d i rect  government  support .  
 
Though ,  the reasons  fo r  the fa i lu re  of  KNC pro jects  can be 
summed up hav ing  two main causes ;  F i r s t  the lack of  s t rong 
backup by the government ,  and secondly  by the mis leading and 
inappropr iate  planning  proposa ls  of  donors ,  better  so lut ions  had  
to  be of fered.  
 
In  case of  Afghanis tan,  the B roadacre C i ty  v i s ion of  F .L .  Wr ight  
could be taken as  a  poss ib le  a l te rnat ive to  an updated 
approach for  c i ty  p lann ing as  the exper ience show s  that  in  
t rad i t ional  soc iet ies  the top -down and cent ra l i zed p lann ing 
becomes obso lete,  as  people t ry  to  govern themselves  and are 
used to  fo l low the i r  t ransmit ters ,  such as  the i r  e lders  and hero’s .  
Not that  th i s  t rad i t ion sha l l  be kept,  but  d i f fe rent  approaches as  
to  how to d i s t r ibute land and a l lowance on use of  land  under  
s t r ic t  nat ional  cont ro l ,  cou ld be a poss ib le  so lu t ion fo r  
Afghanis tan and i t s  ci t ies .  Th i s  way i t  cou ld be a cul tu ra l ly  
unders tood inter fe rence.  
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As a conclus ion,  i t  can be sa id  that  the a lmost  100  years  o ld  
v i s ion of  a  motor i zed,  “machine -age”  ci ty  i s  démodé .  
As we l ive  in  a  computer i zed ,  and global ly  connected wor ld ,  
where ne i ther  t ime nor  space do p lay an imment  ro le  in  the 
creat ion of  p laces ,  c i ty  v i s ions  of  sus ta inable indurance become  
rather  important ,  as we gradul lay  lack of  sweet  water ,  gas and 
oi l  inc lud ing other  natura l  resources  such as  clean ai r  and green 
env i ronment .  
 
Tendencies  of  latest  u rban p lann ing  has shown  that  i t  i s  rather  of  
importance to  act  and bu i ld  local l y  in  the 21 s t  century ,  whi le  
keep ing g lobal i ty  and i t s  e f fects  on reg ions  and p laces  in  mind.  
City  p lann ing has  become more a „p lac -making” act ,  wh ich can 
be success ful ly  ach ieved wi th in  a  per iod of  3 -5 yeras ,  wh i le  
master  p lann ing took and wi l l  take 10 -30 years .  
 
In  th i s  context  the be low graphic  shows  that  the arch i tectura l  
plan  (as  the local  th ink ing)  and the reg ional  ( ‘g lobal ly ’  th ink ing  
plann ing )  might  be a better  future -or ientated urban process .  
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Levels of Visions 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

86 :  L e v e l s  o f  V i s i o n  [104]  
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4.4 THE NEED FOR BETTER VISIONS 
 
As a l ready concluded  ear l ie r ,  v i s ions  have to  be local ly  
implementable and g lobal l y  bearable .  
 
We l ive in  a  wor ld  of  con s tant  changes and ins tab i l i ty :  we of ten 
get  conf ronted with  changing the workp lace and thus  the l iv ing 
place,  we get  overwhelmed by  al l  so r t s  o f  in format ion th rough 
mass  media and soc ia l  networks ,  we seek for  a l te rnat ion in  
ord inary  l i fe ,  we consume d i f fe rent  taste  and we v i s i t  d i f fe rent  
places  to  see d i f fe rent  faces ,  at  the same t ime ,  each day whi le  
walk ing a long c i ty  s t reets  of  high dens i ty ,  we rare ly  meet  the 
neighbors .  We l ive even our  re lat ionsh ips  in  a  far  more d i s tant  
way in  the modern t imes ,  as  technology a l lows us  to  meet  
v i r tua l ly  bas ica l ly  every  minute th rough d i f fe rent  socia l  networks .  
 
Th i s  scenar io  on the soc ia l  fabr ic  i s  comparable to  what  a c i t i zen 
of  developed country  might  exper ience in  a  b ig  c i ty .  
 
In  deve lop ing count r ies  th ings  are happening rather  s lowly ,  but  
the ef fects  of  modern technolog ies  have shown the same 
behavior  pattern  in  soc iet ies  of  the 21 s t  century .  
Develop ing count r ies  c i t i zens  l iv ing in  dense urban areas  as wel l  
exper ience constant  changes ,  f looded by mass  in format ion,  but  
these mass  in format ion are not  prov ided on ly  by  mass  media,  
they are a l so  th rough the fami ly  members ,  making up an  average 
of  6 -10 people per  household.  
 
One could imagine,  that  the chaot ic  character  of  an As ian c i ty ,  
such as  Kabul  i s  s imply  based on the “old - fash ioned”  way of  
fami ly  l iv ing  jammed together  in  a  50 -100m2 house/f lat  o r  in  a  
400 -600m2 v i l la .  Othe r s  a re  homeless  people,  o r  in terna l l y  
disp laced people,  gett ing up every  morn ing in  the i r  tents  o r  
she l ters  to  f ind a peon or  to  beg  fo r  some dai ly  food.  
 
In  such jammed c i ty  areas  there i s  l i t t le  pr ivacy and space for  
personal  development  le t  a lone se l f - real i zat ion,  as  people of  
more developed count r ies  in  average of ten exper ience and do.  
 
Nonethe less ,  in  our  g lobal  wor ld  these two image s  do  coex is t  and 
we get  th rough the soc ia l  network ing and media conf ronted wi th  
these d iscrepancies  that  both s ides  face:  the people f rom the 
developed count r ies  and the people f rom the develop ing 
countr ies .  
 
The people f rom developed count r ies  are  better  se rved wi th  
bas ic  in f rast ructures ,  such as  tab water ,  permanent  power  
supply ,  cent ra l  heat ing,  publ ic  t ransportat ion,  uncorrupted 
admin is t rat ive processes  and people fo l lowing ru les  and 
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regu lat ions .  The oppos i te  ex is t s  in  develop ing count r ies ,  such as  
Afghanis tan.  
 
Global ly  seen,  how can th i s  d i sc repancy be  balanced on a c i ty  
sca le?  
 
I t  i s  the most  chal leng ing quest ion one faces in  our  t imes .  
 
K i rken suggests  in  a  publ i shed book n ine pr inc ip les  of  how to 
manage the d i screpancies  of  our  g lobal i zed wor ld  th rough n ine 
plann ing pr inc ip les ,  namely  (K r iken,  J .  L .  2010:  8) :  
 
One:  Susta inabi l i ty  
Two:  Access ib i l i ty  
Three:  D ivers i ty  
Four :  Open space  
F ive:  Compat ib i l i ty  
S ix :  Incent ives  
Sven:  Adaptabi l i ty  
E ight :  Dens i ty  
Nine:  Ident i ty  
 
He ph i losophies  that  “u l t imate ly ,  sus ta inable,  l ivab le  c i ty  des ign 
does not  come f rom complex s tat i s t ics ,  funct ional  prob lem 
so lv ing,  o r  part icu lar  decis ion -making processes .  Success fu l  c i t ies  
in s tead come f rom advocat ing eas i ly  unders tood human va lues  
about  the sensory  qual i t ies  of  the env i ronment  and then 
des ign ing to  t ransform those qual i t ies  in to  sus ta inable rea l i t ies .  
The n ine pr inc ip les  can be appl ied g lobal ly ,  recogniz ing that  
they w i l l  vary  by local  cl imate,  cu l tu re ,  and geography (K r iken ,  J .  
L .  2010:  241 -246) .  
 
Research papers  in  the urban p lann ing f ie lds  oppos ing d i f fe rent  
and more futur i s t ic  p lann ing approaches,  fo remost  in  regard to  
modern use o f  technolog ies ,  ca l led the  Smart  C i ty  Concept  
(Bawa,  M/Caganova ,  D./Sz i lva, I . /Sp i rkova,  D. ,2015 :  607 -611) .  
 
-  Smart  Government  (Technolog ies  prov ided that  are  speedy,  
t ransparent  and assoc iab le ,  safety  and secur i ty ,  part ic ipat ion to  
cooperat ion of  ci t i zens  to  Government)  
-  Smart  Ut i l i t ies  (use of  renewable energy and recyc led products)  
-  Smart  Economy (  Pub l ic  P r ivate Partnersh ip)  
-  Smart  Mobi l i ty ,  Env i ronment  and L iv ing (  U rban T ransportat ion -  
use of   publ ic  t ransportat ion,  homes w i th  In ternet  of  Th ings  ( IoT)   
 
The “Nine P r inc ip les ‘  as wel l  as  the future -or iented  suggest ions  of  
creat ing a “Smart  C i ty”  are f rom the perspect ives  of  Western  
soc iet ies .  
With  regard to  a better  c i ty  deve lopment fo r  Kabul  C i ty ,  i t  m ight  
be better  to  keep the chaot ic  f la i r  as  i t  i s  the most  ex i s t ing 
exper ience one can have in  a  an urban area.  I t  i s  ex i t ing 
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because as  ment ioned ear l ie r ,  most  of  Kabul  c i t i zens  and other  
urban area s  in  Afghanis tan have been  created  by own ru les  and 
v i s ions  fo r  the i r  p r ivate space and a lso  some publ ic  rea lms.  
 
The bas ic  unders tanding of  neighborhood  help and support  are  
inher i ted and  genera l ly  manifested  in  the i r  bel ieve  and fa i th  of  
most  of  the c i t i zens  th rough centur ies .  
 
Whi le  the v i s ions  of  the developed count r ies   are based on 
technocrat ic  p lann ing approaches,  there are as  the Kabul  New 
City  pro ject  showed use less  fo r  a  count ry  such as  Afghanis tan.  
 
I t  i s  redundant  to  genera l i ze  a better  v i s ion  fo r  u rbani ty ,  that  
would exceed l im i t s  o f  imaginat ions ,  but  fo r  Afghanis tan ’ s  
s i tuat ion in  part icu lar ,  the fo l lowing are ideas ,  wh ich could  be 
implemented on smal l  sca les :   
 

-  Prov id ing the f ramework  and s t ructures  
-  Being f lex ib le  but  prov id ing better/ improved a l ternat ives  
-  Encouraging use of  a l te rnat ive power  supply  ( so lar  

sys tems)  and recyc l ing methods ( reuse of  bott les  and 
papers ,  avo id ing p last ic  bags)  

-  Rev i ta l i z ing o ld  handcrafts ,  t rades  and sk i l l s  and keeping 
he o ld  bazar  s t ructures  

-  Faci l i tat ing rather  than d ictat ing,  showing ways  of  
poss ib i l i t ies  

-  Feel ing the space and a tmospheres  of  the 
env i ronment/sur rounding and under l in ing the i r  
character i s t ics  and advocat ing  them  to  the locals  

-  Avoid ing segregat ion  but  keeping ex i s t ing areas  of  
t rad i t ional  t rade and ethn ics  as  h i s to r ica l  ev idences and 
cul tu ra l  her i tage  

-  Reint roducing ex is t ing c i ty  patterns  and serv ices  patterns  
(Saqauw -  Water  De l ivery  Serv ice by a s ing le  person,  that  i s  
carry ing the spr ing  water  in  a  “ leather  bowl”  or  the 
improvement  of  ons i te  dump and sewage,  wh ich i s  s t i l l  
used in  most ly  in formal  set t lements  

-  Refurb i shment  and awareness  of  t rad i t ional  techn iques  fo r  
water  d i s t r ibut ion and supply  ( reviva l  o f  Karez - sys tems)  as 
wel l  as  use of  the f lat roofs  ( fo rmal ly  and s t i l l  used for  
dry ing f ru i t s ,  vegetables  and sa l ted meat)  

-  Empower ing and ( re - ) in tegrat ing the female part  of  
soc iety  in  p lann ing processes  (Re int roduct ion of  Park  
Management  by woman as  i t  used to  be at  Babur  Shah  
t imes)  
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-  Improvement  and redes ign of  the Bazar  characters  
-  Creat ion of  ‘Car -F ree -Zones”  w i th in  dense and 

recreat ional  areas  
-  Reint roduct ion of  Publ ic  T ransportat ion  

 
Smal l  s teps  of  a  b ig  v i s ion,  namely  to  keep the ident i ty  of  the 
cul tu ra l  her i tage and to  avo id  super imposed pr inc ip les  of  other  
soc iet ies  with  regard  to  the i r  v iew and percept ion of  ci ty  
plann ing ,  s t i l l  not  loos ing the common ground and pr inc ip le  of  
global i sm ,  such as  sav ing the env i ronment ,  e specia l ly  the water  
and rare resources .  
 
In t roducing and exp la in ing the  s teps  of  the b igger  v i s ion to  
people ,  m ight  lead in  future  to  a better  s i tuat ion of  ex i s t ing 
di lemmas in  the urban f ie ld  of  Afghanis tan and main ly  Kabul  c i ty .   
 
S imple but  usefu l  v i s ions  that  are  in  the long term benef ic iary  to  
peop le  and habi tants  and make sense,  l i ke  improved cent ra l i zed 
water  sys tems,  that  need a b igger  investment  in  the beginn ing 
but  would at  the end lead to  a prosperous  area/p lace and 
reg ion.  
 
Civ i l i zat ion in  the reg ion of  Afghanis tan has  ex i s ted s ince 
thousands of  years  and as  ment ioned in  the beginn ing,  the 
Harappa c iv i l i zat ion were h igh ly  u rbanized.  The c i t ies  were wel l  
planned wi th  s t reets ,  publ ic  and pr ivate wel l s ,  d ra ins ,  bath ing 
plat forms and reservo i r s .   
Al l  that  i s  poss ib le  to  be rev ived ins tead of  copy -past ing Dubai  
scenar io  or  Manhattan  sky l ine on Kabul  c i ty  or  outsk i r t s .  The 
v i s ion of  an  authent ic  p lace of  i t s  own sha l l  be promoted in  the 
fu tu re  for  u rban areas  of  Afghanis tan.  
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The Big Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time strategies for the Big Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Successive Steps for the Big Vision 
87 :  T h e  B i g  V i s i o n  [105]  

 

 

 
88 :  ‘ S a q a w ’  –  W a t e r  
C a r r i e r  A f g h a n i s t a n  -  

~1970  [ 106]  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
105 G r a p h i c  b y  t h e  A u t h o r ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  
106 h t tp : / /www.pash tun fo rums .com/hu j ra - /42173 - r eg iona l i sm .h tm l  
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89 :  ‘ K a r e z ’  –  T r a d i t i o n a l  W a t e r  C h a n n e l i n g  S y s t e m  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  [ 107]  

 
KNC shou ld have become an authent ic  p lace of  i t s  own:  40  years  
back,  Kabul  was famous fo r  i t s  beaut i fu l  gardens  and human 
sca led 2  to  3  s tory  houses  w i th  some minor  icon ic  h igh r i se  modern  
bui ld ings .  
 
At that  t ime ,  Kabul  had an ident i ty ,  incomparable to  any other  
ci t ies ,  su r rounded  by the un ique mounta inous  landscape and 
spat ia l  s t ra in  and i t  used to  be famous fo r  i t s  hosp i ta l i ty .  
I t  i s  rather  the v i s ion of  t ransfer r ing  modern techno log ies  in  a  
sens i t ive way,  prov id ing  in f ras t ructures  that  serve people and not  
obst ruct  them f rom the essence of  l i fe .  
 
Centra l i zed canal i zat ion,  c lean cent ra l i zed water  supply  and 
constant  power  supply  as  guaranteed e i ther  th rough susta inable 
so lar  energy or  th rough t rad i t ional  means,  wh ich was ex i s t ing 
( th rough Karezes) .  
 

                                                             
107 h t tp : / /www.me i .edu/con ten t /neces s i t y -ka re z -wate r - s y s tems -ba loch i s tan  
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90 :  W a z i r  A k b a r  K h a n  A  N o t i o n  o f  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y ’ s  D i p l o m a t i c  A r e a ,  2 0 1 0 [ 108]  
 
The rest ,  I  rea l i zed i s  p ret ty  much bearable .  Kabul ’ s  eclect ic  and 
te r r ib ly  under -des igned  arch i tectures ,  the masses  of  c rowds,  the 
dai ly  smel l  and smoke  of  a l l  the Kebab  dealers ,  make up  Kabul ,  
without  them i t  would loose i t s  un iqueness  and specia l  atmosphere.  
A complete re -make by dest roy ing ex i s t ing c i ty  s t ructure as  i t  was  
done a lmost  hundred years  ago to  many h i s tor ica l  bu i ld ing sou ls  
and typ ica l  a reas  van ished into the etern i ty ,  than again  c i ty  
plann ing would fa i l  in  th i s  un ique context .  
 
In  a  Col loqu ium organized  by the Federa l  Ins t i tu te  of  Technology 
Lausanne (Dr  Ka j  Noschis ) ,  in  co l laborat ion w i th  the Aga Khan T rus t  
fo r  Cu l tu re  and a lso  w i th  support  f rom Swiss  Agency for  
Development  and Cooperat ion,  as  wel l  as  the Canton of  T ic ino in  
2004 under  the t i t le  “Urban h i s to ry  and development of  Kabul :  
Reconst ruct ion and p lann ing i s sues  today”,  Marcus  Schadl  f rom 
Aga Khan T rus t  expressed the importance of  the h i s to r ica l  and r ich 
past  of  Kabul  and that  i t  i s  on ly  late ly  that  i t  has  become the 
center  of  a  rea l  populat ion exp los ion.   
He than s t ressed out  to  keep a h i s tor ica l  perspec t ive  in  mind for  a l l  
plan v iews on Kabul .   

                                                             
108 h t tp s : / /bo .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / F i l e : Beb i _Mah roo_Pa r k_ i n _2010 . jpg  
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Back to  the roots  as of  to  keep o ld  ex i s t ing s t ructures  in  genera l  fo r  
al l  u rban areas  of  Afghanis tan .  
And las t  but  not  least ,  becoming a pioneer  in  being a top 
env i ronmenta l l y  f r iend ly  soc iety  by creat ion of  No -Car -Zones  in  
di f fe rent  c i ty  parts  or  areas ,   o r  use of  cars  that  are hybr id ,  even  
s imply  promot ing the use of  more bicyc les  and int roduct ion of  
cycl i s t  path  could be a better  v i s ion.  
Invest ing  in  sweet  water  de l ivery  based on susta inabi l i ty  and 
env i ronmenta l  f r iend l iness :  These could be some  major  aspects  fo r  
a better  u rban l i fe  v i s ion .   
 
Let  the   Kabul i s  make the i r  c i ty  a  'Paradise  C i ty '  by advocate them 
in to  the r ight  and essent ia l  d i rect ions :  even when the appearance 
i s  not  yet  as  some would th ink  of  paradise ,  but  the fee l ing shou ld 
be -  as i t  i s  fo r  me.  
 
 

 
 
91 :  P o s s i b l e  N o -Car - Z o n e  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n - P r o p o s a l  o f  a n  O l d  C i t y  P a r t  i n  
Kabu l -Sha ra ra  2015 , 109]  
 
 
 
 

                                                             
109 I m a g e  b y  A u t h o r  
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THESIS/ TÉZISEK 
 

1.  Without  cu l tu ra l  ident i ty  u rban p lann ing v i s ions  fa i l  most ly .   
 

2.  I f  the sca le  of  p lann ing exceeds  a t imel ine of  more than 5  
years ,  v i s ions  s tay v i s ions  as  they are not  feas ib le  
accord ing  to  soc ia l -economic  dynamics .  

 

3.  In  ext reme soc ia l -economic dynamics ,  the  sca le  for  u rban 
plann ing sha l l  not  exceed a sca le  of  b igger  than 1 :  2500.  

 

4.  Urban p lann ing v i s ions  are most  success fu l ,  i f  the cu l tu ra l  
and his tor ica l  context  have  been unders tood by the 
planner  as  fac i l i tator ,  and  i f  community  part ic ipat ion has 
taken p lace by own ideas  and engagements .  

 

5.  To refer  to  the te rm “Topos”  of  Ar i s tot le  -  the “p lace -
space”:   Space for  the reg ion and i t s  context  to  des ign 
places  in  fo rm of  qual i ty  arch i tecture  -  not  on ly  funct ional  
arch i tecture -  but  arch i tecture of  cu l tu ra l  ident i ty to  avo id 
gener ic  c i t ies  and create again  “genius - loc i” -  the 
in im i tab le  p lace and space.  

 

6.  In t roduced i s  the "better  v i s ion -concept”  of  p lann ing 
approach,  wh ich i s  contextua l  in  space -place -making,  
soc ia l ly  o r ientated in  te rms of  h i s to ry ,  her i tage and 
cul ture.  

 

7.  Urban p lans  in  a  sca le  of  1 :10000 are dest ined  to  fa i lu re  in  
the dynamic ,  constant ly  fas t  changing and permanent l y  
in teract ing g lobal i zed wor ld .  

 

8.  Regulat ions  fo r  reg ional  p lann ing in  a  wor ld  be ing 
endangered   to  run out  of  natura l  resources  that  are 
ex is tent ia l ,  such as  water  have to  be nat ional ly  re in forced 
and internat ional ly  recognized and protected.  

 

9.  Character i s t ic  of  t rad i t ional  bu i ld ing s ty les ,  type,  
techn iques  and mater ia l s  have to  be re int roduced to  
plann ing v i s ions ,  e specia l ly  in  f rag i le  and develop ing 
countr ies .   

 

10.  Th ink ing g lobal ly ,  act ing local ly  fo r  better  p lace - space -
making shou ld be more emphas i sed.  
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(F ree Hungar ian T rans lat ion of  Thes i s )  
 

1.  A ku l tu rá l i s  ident i tás  né lkü l i  várostervezés i  v í z iók  többny i re  

s iker te lenek.  

2.  Ha a tervezés  léptéke  meghaladja időben az  öt  évet ,  

akkor  a  v í z iók  csak v í z iók  marad,  megvalós í thatat lanok 

mert  nem tud ják követn i  a  társadalmi  és  gazdasági  

vál tozásokat .  

3.  Rendk ívü l i  a  társadalmi  és  gazdasági  vá l tozások esetében 

a várostervezés  léptéke nem ke l lene hogy meghalad ja  az  

1:2500 léptéket .  

4.  Várostervezés i  e lképze lések akkor  a  legs ikeresebbek,  

amikor  a  ku l tu rá l i s - tö r téne lmi  összefüggést  megértet te  a 

te rvező ,  m int  fo lyamatvezető  és a közösség részvéte lén 

keresz tü l ,  annak sa ját  öt let ive l  és  köte lezettségeive l .  

5.  Fe le leven í tve Ar i s z tote lész  „Toposz”  k i fe jezését  –  a „he ly -

té r” .  A  tervezet  „he ly”  magas sz ínvonalú  ép í tészet  

fo rmájában ke l l  hogy i l leszkedjen a „ tér” -hez,  annak 

rég ió jához és  ahhoz lévő  kapcso latához.  Az  ép í tészet  

nemcsak funkc ionál i s ,  hanem az ép í tészet  ku l tu rá l i s  

ident i tását  haszná lva ke l l  e lkerü l jük  az  át lagos  városokat  

és ú j rateremtenünk a „Genius -Loc i” - t ,  vagy is  az  

utánozhatat lan he lyet  és  te ret .  

6.  „Jobb v íz ió  koncepció”  tervezés i  s zemlé let  bemutatása,  

amelyben összefüggés van a he ly - té r -képzés  és   

tö r téne lem, örökség va lamint  a  ku l tú ra  fe lé  or ientá l t  

társadalom között  

7.  Várostervezés  1 :10000 léptékben e lő re  e l rendel t  

s iker te lenségre van í té lve a d inamikusan és  fo lyamatosan 

gyorsan vá l tozózó és  á l landó kö lcsönhatásban lévő  

global i zá l t  v i lágban.  

8.  Nemzet i leg megerő s í tet t  és  nemzetköz i leg e l i smert  

rendeletek ke l lenek a reg ionál i s  te rvezéshez  egy o lyan 

v i lágban ami  veszé lyeztetve van hogy k imerü lnek a lapvető  

te rmészet i  k incse i ,  m int  pé ldául  a  v í z .  

9.  T rad ic ionál i s  épü lets t í lusok ,  t ípusok,  techn ikák és  anyagok 

je l lemző i t  ke l l  bevezetn i  a  tervezés i  v í z iókba,  k i fe jezetten a 

tö rékeny és  fe j lődő  országokban.  

10.  Globál i s  gondolkozásnak,  he ly i  cse lekvésnek a jobb he ly -

té r -képzés  érdekében nagyobb hangsú ly t  ke l lene kapnia.  
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-  H a b i b ,  N j i b u l l a h  ( 1 9 8 7 )  S t a d t p l a n u n g ,  A r c h i t e k t u r  u n d  B a u p o l i t i k  i n  
Afghan i s tan ,  B o c h u m ,  S t u d i e n v e r l a g  D r .  N .  B r o c k m e y e r .  

-  H e i d d e g e r ,  M a r t i n  ( 2 0 0 7 )  D i e  K u n s t  u n d  d e r  R a u m ,  K l o s t e r m a n n ,  V i t t o r i o ,  ,  
H e u s e n s t a m m ,  W i h l e m  & v A d a m  D r u c k .  

-  H o l s t o n ,  J a m e s  ( 1 9 8 9 )  T h e  M o d e r n i s t  C i t y -  A n  A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  C t r i t i q u e  o f  
B ra s i l i a ,  C h i g a g o ,  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s .   

-  H o w a r d ,  E b e n e z e r  ( 2 0 0 3 )  To - m o r r o w :  a  P e a c e f u l  P a t h  t o  R e a l  R e f o r m ,  
o r i g i n a l  e d i t i o n  w i t h  c o m m e n t a r y  b y  P e t e r  H a l l ,  D e n n i s  H a r d y  &  C o l i n  
W a r d ,  R o u t l e d g e .  

-  I b n  H a w q a l ,  A b d u l - Q a s i m ,  E d i t o r :  J . H .  K r a m e r s  ( 2 0 1 4 )  Su ra t -a l -Ard ,  L e i d e n ,  
B r i l l  P u b l i c a t i o n .   

-  J I C A ,  K a b u l  M u n i c i p a l i t y  S o u r c e  ( 2 0 1 1 )  D r a f t  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n  -
P r o d u c t  o f  T e c h n i c a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  P r o je c t  f o r  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  - S u b  P r o je c t  f o r  R e v i s e  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y  
M a s t e r  P l a n - ,  K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  D C D A .  

-  J I C A  ( 2 0 0 9 )  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  
K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  F i n a l  
R e p o r t ,  E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y ,  K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  D C D A .   

-  J I C A  ( 2 0 0 9 )  T h e  S t u d y  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  t h e  
K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  K a b u l ,  
Co u r t e s y  o f  D C D A .    

-  J I C A  ( 2 0 1 1 )  D r a f t  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n  - P r o d u c t  o f  T e c h n i c a l  
C o o p e r a t i o n  P r o je c t  f o r  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  
D e v e l o p m e n t  - S u b  P r o je c t  f o r  R e v i s e  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y  M a s t e r  P l a n - ,  K a b u l ,  
C o u r t e s y  o f  D C D A .  

-  J I C A ,  R E C S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n c . , Y a c h i y o  E n g i n e e r i n g  C o . ,  L t d . ,  C T I  
E n g i n e e r i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o . ,  L t d . ,  S a n y u  C o n s u l t a n t s  I n c .  ( 2 0 1 1 )  
P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  K a b u l  C i t y  C u r r e n t  
S t a t u s  R e p o r t  f o r  U r b a n  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  DCDA.  

-  J I C A / R E C S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n c . ,  T .  &  A s s o c i a t e s ,  Y a c h i y o  E n g i n e e r i n g  C o . ,  
L t d .  ( 2 0 1 1 )  P r o m o t i o n  o f  K a b u l  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t :  C a p a c i t y  
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o je c t  D e h s a b z  S o u t h  A r e a  S t r u c t u r e  P l a n ,  K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  
o f  D C D A .  

-  K a l i a ,  R a v i  ( 1 9 8 7 )  Chand iga r h ,  T h e  M a k i n g  o f  a n  I n d i a n  C i t y ,  O x f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .   

-  K e n n e w e g ,  H a r t m u t  &  T r ö g e r ,  U w e  ( 2 0 0 7 )  2 n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o n  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P l a n n i n g  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t - V i s i o n s ,  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  
Resu l t s - ,  B a n d  S 2 0 ,  B e r l i n  T e c h n i s c h e  U n i v e r s i t ä t .  

-  K o h l ,  P h i l i p  L .  ( 2 0 0 7 )  T h e  M a k i n g  o f  B r o n z e  a g e  E u r a s i a ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  
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-  K r a u s e ,  W a l t e r  W .  ( 1 9 5 7 )  “ W e n n  e s  z w ö l f  s c h l ä g t  i n  K a b u l” -  A u f  d e n  
K r e u z w e g e n  A s i e n s ,  M ü n c h e n ,  K i n d l e r  V e r l a g .   

-  K r i k e n ,  J o h n  L u n d  ( 2 0 1 0 )  C i t y  B u i l d i n g ,  N i n e  P l a n n i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  
Twen ty - F i r s t  C e n t u r y ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  P r i n c e t o n  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s .   

-  K o h l ,  P h i l i p  L .  ( 2 0 1 6 -  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 8 1 )  T h e  B r o n z e  A g e  C i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  
C e n t r a l  A s i a :  R e c e n t  S o v i e t  D i s c o v e r i e s ,  R o u t l e d g e  R e v i v a l s .  

-  L a l  N e h r u ,  J a v a h a r  ( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 4 )  Na t i o n a l  U r b a n  R e n e w a l  M i s s i o n ,  M i n i s t r y  
o f  U r b a n  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a :  C i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n  
C h a n d i g a r h .   

-  L a m p u g n a n i ,  V i t t o r i o  M a g n a g o  ( 1 9 9 5 )  D i e  M o d e r n i t ä t  d e s  D a u e r h a f t e n ,  
t r a n s l a t e d  b y  K a h n ,  M o s h e ,  B e r l i n ,  V e r l a g  K l a u s  W a g e n b a c h .  

-  L a m p u g n a n i ,  V i t t o r i o  M a g n a g o  ( 2 0 1 0 )  D i e  S t a d t  i m  2 0 .  J a h r h u n d e r t -  
V i s i o n e n ,  E n t w ü r f e ,  G e b a u t e s - ,  B a n d  I I ,  B e r l i n ,  V e r l a g  K l a u s  W a g e n b a c h .  

-  L a n d r y ,  C h a r l e s  ( 2 0 0 6 )  T h e  C r e a t i v e  C i t y :  A  T o o l k i t  F o r  U r b a n  I n n o v a t o r s ,  
E r a t h s c a n  P u b l i c a t i o n  L t D ,  L o n d o n  

-  L e v y ,  J o h n  M .  ( 1 9 8 8 )  Co n t e m p o r a r y  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g ,  U p p e r  S a d d l e  R i v e r ,  
N e w  J e r s e y ,  P r e n t i c e - H a l l .   

-  Lö w ,  M a r t i n a  ( 2 0 1 5 )  Raumsoz io log ie ,  F r a n k f u r t  a .  M . ,  S u h r k a m p  V e r l a g .  

-  L y n c h ,  K e v i n  ( 1 9 9 6 )  C i t y  S e n s e  a n d  C i t y  D e s i g n :  W r i t i n g s  a n d  P r o je c t s  o f  
K e v i n  L y n c h ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  M I T  P r e s s .  

-  M c L u h a n ,  M a r s h a l l  (2011 )  D i e  G u t e n b e r g  G a l a x i s -  D i e  E n t s t e h u n g  d e s  
t y p o g r a p h i s c h e n  M e n s c h e n ,  H a m b u r g ,  G i n g k o  P r e s s .  

-  M o r a v á n s k y ,  Á k o s  ( 2 0 0 3 )  A r c h i t e k t u r t h e o r i e  d e s  2 0 .  J a h r h u n d e r t ,  E i n e  
k r i t i s c h e  A n t o l o g i e ,  W i e n ,  S p r i n g e r  V e r l a g .  

-  M u g h a l ,  M .  R a f i q u e  ( 1 9 9 2 )  J h u k a r  a n d  t h e  L a t e  H a r r p a n  C u l t u r a l  M o s a i c  
o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  I n d u s  V a l l e y ,  S o u t h  A s i a n  A r c h e o l o g y  1 9 8 9 ,  M a d i s o n ,  
W i s c o n s i n ,  T h e  P r e h i s t o r i y  P r e s s .  

-  N e i l l ,  W i l l i a m  J . V .  ( 2 0 0 4 )  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  a n d  C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y ,  L o n d o n  a n d  
N e w  Y o r k ,  T a y l o r & F r a n c i s  G r o u p ,  R o u t l e d g e .  

-  N i e d e r m a i r ,  G e r h a r d  ( P u b . )  ( 2 0 0 0 )  Z e i t  f ü r  V i s i o n e n ,  S t e r n e n f e l s ,  V e r l a g  
W i s s e n s c h a f t  &  P r a x i s .  

-  P r a k a s h , V i k r a m a d i t y a  ( 2 0 0 2 )  C a h n d i g a r h ’ s  L e  C o r b u s i e r -  T h e  S t r u g g l e  f o r  
M o d e r n i t y  i n  P o s t c o l o n i a l  I n d i a ,  A h m e d a b a d ,  M a p i n  P u b l i s h i n g .   

-  RMO -  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  O f f i c e  A f g h a n i s t a n  ( 2 0 1 6 )  E -Mai l  At tachement ,  
K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  G I Z  

-  S c h e n k ,  L e o n h a r d  ( 2 0 1 3 )  S t a d t  E n t w e r f e n , G r u n d l a g e n -  P r i n z ip ien -  
P ro jek te ,  B a s e l ,  B i r k h ä u s e r  V e r l a g .  

-  S p e c k ,  J e f f  ( 2 0 1 2 )  W a l k a b l e  C i t y -  H o w  D o w n t o n  c a n  s a v e  A m e r i c a ,  O n e  
S t e p  a t  a  T i m e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N o r t h  P o i n t  P r e s s .  

-  S p i e r ,  S t e v e n  ( 2 0 0 2 )  U r b a n  V i s i o n s :  E x p e r e i n c i n g  a n d  E n v i s i o n i g  C i t y ,  
L i v e r p o o l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s -  T a t e  L i v e r p o o l  C r i t i c a l  F o r u m .  

-  S t u c k e r t ,  R u d o l f  ( 1 9 9 4 )  E r i n n e r u n g e n  a n  A f g h a n i s t a n  1 9 4 0 -1946 -  A u s  d e m  
T a g e b u c h  e i n e s  S c h w e i z e r  A r c h i t e k t e n ,  L i e s t a l ,  S t i f t u n g  B i b l i o t h e c a  
A f g h a n i c a .   

-  T a y l o r ,  N i g e l  ( 1 9 9 8 )  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g  T h e o r y  S i n c e  1 9 4 5 ,  S A G E  P u b l i c a t i o n s .  

-  T h e i s ,  W o l f g a n g  ( 2 0 1 1 )  V i l e m  F l u s s e r ,  t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  I n t e r a c t i v e  
Techno log ie s ,  L i n z ,  K u n s t u n i v e r s i t a e t ,  R e v i s t a  P r i m u s  V i t a m .  

-  T i c h y ,  F r a n z ,  S c h n e i d e r ,  J ü r g e n  ( P u b . )  ( 1 9 8 4 )  S t a d t s t r u k t u r e n  a n  a l t e n  
H a n d e l s w e g e n  i m  F u n k t i o n s w a n d e l  b i s  z u r  G e g e n w a r t ,  N e u s t a d t / A i s c h ,  
D e g n e r  V e r l a g .  

-  U m a r  M u n s h i ,  v a n  D i j k  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  A f g h a n  T a r i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  
Se rv ice s  ( 2 0 1 3 )  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n ,  P h a s e  1 ,  K N C ,  K a b u l ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  
DCDA.  

-  U r b a n  D e s i g n  G r o u p e  ( 2 0 0 7 )  M i l t o n  K e y n e s  a t  4 0 ,  I s s u e  1 0 4 ,  N u f f i e l d  P r e s s .   

-  W a r d  ,  S t e p h e n  V .  ( 2 0 0 4 )  P l a n n i n g  a n d  U r b a n  C h a n g e ,  2 n d  E d i t i o n ,  S A G E  
P u b l i c a t i o n .   
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-  W a l k e r ,  D e r e k  ( 1 9 8 2 )  T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P l a n n i n g  o f  M i l t o n  K e y n e s ,  
L o n d o n ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s  L t d .  

-  Wi l l emsen ,  R o g e r  ( 2 0 0 6 )  A f g h a n i s c h e  Re i se ,  F r a n k f u r t  a .  M a i n ,  F i s c h e r  
Ve r lag .   

-  W o o d b u r n ,  C W  B r igad ie r  ( 2009 )  T h e  B a l a  H i s s a r  o f  K a b u l  R e v e a l i n g  a  
f o r t re s s - p a l a c e  i n  Afghan i s tan ,  T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  
P ro fe s s i o n a l  P a p e r  N r . 1 .  
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WWW-SEARCH 
 

-  Wik iped ia -h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /A fghan i s tan#P re - I s l a m i c _ p e r i o d ,  
2015  

-  h t tp : / /www.mahmudta r z i . com/ type1 .php?menu_ id=7  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=Zah i r + Shah&tbm= i sch&tbo=u&sou rce=
un i v&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw j jg LH0gc r LAhUKVhoKHZP3BeQQiR4 IgAE&b iw=1440
&b ih=742# img rc=RHA i -bH - Lm34GM%3A  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=Daud+Khan&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i sch&s
a=X&ved=0ahUKEw jXnvP6gMrLAhWDrRoKHebYC8EQ_AU ICCgC&b iw=1440&b
i h=742# img rc=Q4ySWT0 r TcmgNM%3A  

-  h t tp : / /www.ny t imes .com/2014/09 /30 / i n te rna t iona l -home/ash ra f -ghan i -
swo rn - i n -as -afghan -p re s iden t .h tm l?_ r=0  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/maps /p lace/Shah re+Naow,+Kabu l , +A fghan i s tan
/da ta= !4m2 !3m1 !1 s0x38d16ec60902da77 :0 xd7 fa01592207a38? sa=X&ved=0
ahUKEw iOvNa r - - z LAhXF2hoKHeu rDRUQ8gE IH zAA  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=K ing+T imu r+Shah&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i s
ch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw j S j fOK iM r LAhVJXRQKHa iwCRkQ_AU ICCgC&b iw=144
0&b ih=742# img rc=AwTk6kPAZ tbD -M%3A  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /P to lemy  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Gengh i s _Khan  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=Kh i l j i +dynas t y&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i sch
&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw jXqp f t l c r LAhVHBBoKHWfMCo0Q_AU IBygB&b iw=1440&b
i h=742# img rc=6_FE45hHGRsv TM%3A  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /Kabu l?o ld id=680831661  

-  h t tp s : / /en .m .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / She rpu r _Can tonment  

-  h t tp : / /www.cda .gov .pk /abou t_ i s l amabad/h i s to r y /#ad - image0  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=m i l i ta r y+convoy+ in+Kabu l& sou rce= ln
ms&tbm= i sch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw i85YDYwabLAhUCXRoKH fm3AZYQ_AU ICS
gD&b iw=1440&b ih=742# img rc=Q I664WN_A laaRM%3A  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com / sea rch?q=Gengh i s+Khan++ in+A fghan i s tan+ama
nu l lah&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i sch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw iYganv47 j LAhX I F SwKHS i
bB48Q_AU ICSgD&b iw=1440&b ih=742# imgd i i = _ f IGCGRdrF0y -
M%3A%3B_ f IGCGRdrF0y -
M%3A%3B4kcsU3en0RRppM%3A& imgrc=_ f IGCGRdrF0y -M%3A  

-  h t tp s : / /www.goog le .com/sea rch?q=K ing+amanu l lah&sou rce= lnms&tbm= i s
ch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEw j j 1p -
R27 j LAhU I2SwKHRP fCswQ_AU ICCgC&b iw=1440&b ih=742# imgd i i = I 7DzCgpQX
QeG7M%3A%3B I7DzCgpQXQeG7M%3A%3BWa9 fM1x rDFNXpM%3A& imgrc= I 7D
zCgpQXQeG7M%3A  

-  h t tp : / /www.eve rycu l tu re .com/A -Bo/A fghan i s tan .h tm l  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / B ra z i l  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / Smar t _c i t y#M i l ton_Keynes  

-  h t tp : / /g i j ona rqu i tec tu ra .b logspo t .hu/2013_06_01_a rch i ve .h tm l  

-  h t tp : / /chand iga rhu rban lab .o rg/ the - sh i va l i k -h i l l s -and - t he -p lan/  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i / B ra z i l  

-  h t tp s : / /en .w i k iped ia .o rg/w i k i /M i l ton_Keynes  

-  h t tp : / /www.med iaa rch i tec tu re .a t /a rch i tek tu r theo r ie /m i l ton_keynes /2011_
mi l ton_keynes_en . sh tm l  

-  h t tp : / / io9 .g i zmodo .com/10 - fa i l ed -u top ian -c i t i e s - t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d - t he -
f u tu re -1511695279  
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8 0 :  P a y m o n a r  l o o k i n g  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  t h e  S h r i n e  o f  P a y m o n a r ,  2 0 1 4  [ ]  110  

8 1 :  P a y m o n a r ’ s  s e m i  r u r a l  a r e a -  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  “ f o r t r e s s ” ,  2 0 1 4  [ ]  110  

8 2 :  I n f o r m a l  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  K a b u l  A r e a ,  2 0 1 4  [ ]  113  

8 3 :  F a i l u r e  a n d  S u c c e s s  S c a l e  [ ]  114  

8 4 :  R a d i a n t  C i t y  H i e r a r c h y  b y  L e  C o r b u s i e r  [ ]  116  

8 5 :  U s o n i a n  C i t y  b y  F r a n k  L l o y d  W r i g h t  [ ]  118  

8 6 :  L e v e l s  o f  V i s i o n  [ ]  121  

8 7 :  T h e  B i g  V i s i o n  [ ]  126  

8 8 :  ‘ S a q a w ’  –  W a t e r  C a r r i e r  A f g h a n i s t a n  -  ~1970  [ ]  126  

8 9 :  ‘ K a r e z ’  –  T r a d i t i o n a l  W a t e r  C h a n n e l i n g  S y s t e m  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  [ ]  127  

9 0 :  W a z i r  A k b a r  K h a n  A  N o t i o n  o f  t h e  K a b u l  C i t y ’ s  D i p l o m a t i c  A r e a ,  2 0 1 0 [ ]  128  

9 1 :  P o s s i b l e  N o -Car - Z o n e  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n - P r o p o s a l  o f  a n  O l d  C i t y  P a r t  i n  
Kabu l - S h a r a r a  2 0 1 5 , ]  129  

9 2 :  R e v i v a l  o f  W i n d o w  I n g r a v e m e n t s  o f  144  
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ABBREVIATION 
 
ANDS    Afghan i s tan  Nat iona l  Deve lopment  S t ra tegy  
BCE  Befo re  Chr i s t  (Be fo re  the  Common E ra)  
CEO    Chie f  Execut ive  Of f ice r  
CES    Cent re  fo r  Env i ronmenta l  S tud ies  
CIA    Cent ra l  In te l legence Agency  
CIAM  I n te rnat iona l  Congres ses  o f  Modern  A rch i tectu re  
DCDA    Dehsaby  C i t z  Deve lopment  Author i ty  
EA I     Ente rp r i se  app l icat ion  in tegrat ion   
GTB  Grupo de t raba lho  de  B ras í l ia  ( task  fo rce  o f  

B ras i l ia )  
ha  hecta res  
I IU    I n te rnat iona l  I l samic  Un ive r s i t y  
J ICA    Japanese  In te rnat iona l  Cooperat ion  Agency  
KMA    Kabu l  Met ropo l i tan  A rea  
KNC    Kabu l  New C i ty  
MK    Mi l ton  Keynes  
MKDC    Mi l ton  Keynes  Deve lopment  Corporat ion   
MOME    Moho ly  Nagy  Müvészet i  Egyetem  
MOOC    Mass ive  Open On l ine  Cour se  
NOVACAP  Urban i za t ion  Company  o f  New Cap i ta l  o f  B raz i l  
RMO    R i sk  Management  Of f ice   
UNESCO  Un i ted  Nat ions  Educat iona l ,  Sc ient i f ic  and Cu l tu ra l  

Organ i zat ion   
WUF  Wor ld  U rban Fo rum  
3D    3  D imens iona l  
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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Adiba Amani :  Born  in  Kabul/  Afghan i s tan in  1971  
 
 
STUD IES/TRA INEES  
 
 
2008 -  up - to -date  
Moho ly -Nagy Un ive r s i t y  o f  A r t s  and Des ign ,  Docto ra l  Schoo l  -  
Arch i tectu re  
 
2003  –  2004  
T ra inee  „Neue Med ien“  (“New Med ia”)  a t  Co logne -Werk/Germany   
 
1994 -2001   
Dip loma  i n  A rch i tectu re  (Mas te r s  Degree  fo r  A rch i tectu re)  a t  
“Techn i sche Un ive r s i tä t  B raunschwe ig”/Germany  
 
1997 -1998  
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Nor th  London ,  Arch i tectu ra l  Facu l ty  
 
1991 -1994  
T ra inee  at  brand i+  par tne r  as  a  d ra f t s  pe r son  w i th  IHK -degree in  
Gött ingen /Germany   
 
 
WORK EXPER INCES  
 
 
2015 -up to  date  
Adv i so r  fo r  U rban P lann ing  and Des ign  at  the  Deputy  M in i s t ry  o f  
Munic ipa l i t ie s  o f  A fghan i s tan  in  Kabu l  
 
2015 -2017  
GIZ -BAU in  Kabu l  as  A rch i tectu ra l  Adv i so r  fo r  the  SUKUK  (S ta te  P r in t ing  
House  Kabu l )  
 
2013 -2014   
Di recto r  o f  Pub l ic  Fac i l i t ie s  D iv i s ion  of  DCDA i n  Kabu l  

 
2011 -2013   
Area W ide Gu ide l ines  A rch i tect  at  the  U rban P lann ing  D iv i s ion  of  DCDA 
i n  Kabu l  
 
2005 -2006  
Pro ject  A rch i tect  a t  Mat r i x  FM fo r  D ig i ta l i za t ion  o f  Wate rworks  HQ P lans  
“V i zmúvek”  in  Budapes t   
 
2006 -2011  
F ree lance a rch i tect  a t  the  Market ing  Team of  Graph i so f t  ZRT .  
 
2004 -2005  
Des ign  o f  sma l l  in te r io r  re fu rb i shment  p ro ject  fo r  the  “Sparkassen  Bank”  
i n  Nor the im,  Germany  at  Gra f  &  Par tne r   
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2003 -2004  
H i red  as  a  Mode lmak ing  A rch i tect  in  Sydney ,  Aus t ra l ia ,  a t  Canda lepas  
Assoc ia tes  and la te r  worked on  th ree  res ident ia l  bu i ld ing  p ro ject s  w i th  
other  team members   
 
2002 -2003   
Lead Arch i tect  fo r  the  re fu rb i shment  o f  an  her i tage coa l  m ine  and i t s  
t rans fo rmat ion  in to  a  go l f  c lub  in  c lud ing  an  added modern  ex tens ion  
at  Rat tay -Arch i tek ten   
 
 
TEACHING /LECTUR ING   
 
 
2001 -up - to -date ,  
Kathak  Dance (M ind -Body -Sou l -Exper iences)  
 
2011 ,  February/September  
Teach ing  the  so f tware  p rogram Arch iCAD in  Nangarhar  Un ive r s i t y  and  
at  Kabu l  Un ive r s i t ie s  /A fghan i s tan  
 
2015 ,  Apr i l  
Lectu re  on  So la r  A rch i tectu re  a t  Techn ica l  Un ive r s i ty  of  Budapes t  (BME )  
 
 
COMPET I T IONS  
 
 
2008  
Concrete  Des ign ,  P roposa l  fo r  Renewal  o f  S ta i rcases  above the  Adam 
Clark  Te r  Tunne l  on  Buda s ide  o f  Budapes t  
 
2008 -2009  
Bence Hegy ,  Ve lence/Hunagry -  View Tower  
 
2012  
I n te rnat iona l  A rch i tectu ra l  Ideas  Compet i t ion  fo r  the  Nat iona l  Museum 
of  A fghan i s tan :  together  w i th  werk  9  a rch i tek ten  +  ingen ieu re  gm bh and 
A rch i tek tu rbü ro  Ozod -Se rad j  
 
 
PUBL ICAT ION  
 
 
2010  
Ta lk ing  about  Wate r  Towe r s  (ht tp : / /ep i tesz fo rum.hu/ )  
 
 
LANGUAGES  
 
Mother  languages :  German/  Dar i   
 
Fo re ign  languages :  
Eng l i sh  (exce l len t - TOE IC  Tes t  2015)  
F rench  
Hungar ian   
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92 :  R e v i v a l  o f  W i n d o w  I n g r a v e m e n t s  o f   
M u r a d  K h a n i -  2010 -  A  h a n d c r a f t  s k i l l  t h a t  

i s  s t i l l  k n o w n  [110]  
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